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The results of a twenty-five year
experiment in upstate New York
are in. For twenty-five years New

York has been cutting taxes on
corporations and the rich and pushing
people off of welfare without raising
the      minimum wage. And the result?
The rich got richer and the poor got
poorer, more discouraged and more des-
perate.

Think about what it means to earn
$5.15 an hour. You’d have to work 95
hours a week to afford a two-bedroom
apartment in this area (based on fair
market prices calculated at a third of
income). Yet our state legislators, who
enjoy full benefits for part time work,
have allowed the minimum wage to
stagnate for years. And if you don’t
have a job and are in need of public
assistance you can count on certain leg-
islators to talk about the need to cut
your benefits to prove that they are
tough fiscal  conservatives.

Inside:
¨ WE are the majority
¨ Feds Target Activists

¨ Cuba at 45
¨  Sustainable Haiti

¨ Halliburton on Mars

Jon Greenbaum

                                                     
And now it looks like the

millionaire legislators in DC and the
conservatives in Albany have targeted
the poor for another round of scape-
goating. Although the New York State
budget deficit is much smaller than last
year, and easily plugged by progressive
revenue options, and although times are
tougher and the demand for public
assistance is increasing, (most food
pantries in the area  report  increased
demand for food), Governor George
Pataki has proposed full family
sanctions (i.e. cutting off all cash
assistance to families that are
sanctioned) for anybody not strictly
adhering to rules regarding searching
for work. In Monroe County most
public assistance recipients have to do
ten job applications a week at places
that are hiring. If you just do nine appli-
cations you run the risk of being sanc-

(Continued on page 11)
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Educate, agitate and organize. That’s
how movements change society.

Individuals, acting alone, don’t change
society. Organized groups of people,
acting in concert, change the social and
political landscape.

Look at what  happened to the
United States over the last 25 years. A
well coordinated, strategically focused
conservative movement sprouted
numerous think tanks, pioneered the
use of direct mail and situated their
spokespeople in the media. They then
captured the Republican Party and
invaded Congress. But these big busi-
ness conservatives and far right funda-
mentalists don’t represent the people of
the United States. They are a small
majority. Yet they were organized.

Most Americans aren’t conserva-
tive. Most Americans want a liberal
social and economic agenda.

The 1994 midterm congressional
elections proved that Americans
respond better to a progressive political
message than a middle of the road
“moderate” one. According to a study
of the ‘94 elections (Williams, Manch-
ester College) 95% of “liberal” incum-
bents won reelection in 1994 compared
to only 74% of “moderate” democrats.
In the midst of the Gingrich revolution,
many Democrats were winning by
sticking to their basic progressive pop-
ulist principles while others were
losing by “chasing the middle”. And
this didn’t just happen in safe districts-
liberal Democrats were twice as likely
as moderate Democrats to win even in
areas with low Democratic enrollment.

Last year, when Metro Justice stood
up and spoke truth to power against the
invasion of Iraq, thousands turned out
to join us. Hundreds of Rochester area
residents responded to our call to over-
turn Pataki and Doyle’s service cutting
budgets. People want change, not a
passive continuation of the status quo.
WE ARE THE MAJORITY .

In a recent article in In These Times
(1/19/04), Cynthia Moothart lays out a
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WE are the Majority:

different political compass showing
that, in addition to the existing 12% of
the population that identifies itself as
“Liberal Left,” 36% of all adults and
45% of likely voters are “new progres-
sives” that are for national health
coverage (93%), ecological sustainabil-
ity (78%) and feminism (74%). They
are against big business and socially
conservative policies. Only 19% fall
into the Big Business Conservative
camp. WE ARE THE MAJORITY.

Although conservatives have con-
stantly harped on the message that taxes
are an onerous burden, polls now show
that two thirds of Americans would pre-
fer to have more spending on education
and health and or stabilizing social se-
curity care than continuing Bush’s tax
cut plans. In fact 70% of Americans are
willing to pay more in taxes if the
money went to education and 84%
would pay more taxes if the money
went specifically to raising teacher
salaries and lowering class size.  Al-
most two thirds of Americans say that
global trade hurts our wages more than
it helps and they point the finger at
large          corporations as the primary
benefits of these trade deals. And, al-
though you wouldn’t expect it from lis-
tening to the pundits on the cable news
programs drone on about the need to
shrink       government, most Americans
think our government isn’t doing
enough to      protect the environment.
WE ARE THE MAJORITY .

Now is the time to organize. As
individuals we are powerless. Acting
together we can reverse the conserva-
tive assault on our community. There
are thousands of Metro Justice members
out there who don’t know they are
Metro Justice members yet. These folks
are looking for a home. Together we
can start to take on some of the regres-
sive worldviews that now dominate
Monroe County and work with others to
transform New York and the country.
Many of our members are sending us

(Continued on page 10)

by Jon Greenbaum
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Act  One  (Published on Saturday,
February 7 Associated Press)

In what may have been the first sub-
poena of its kind in decades, a federal

judge ordered Drake University to turn
over records about a gathering of anti-war
activists.

In addition to the subpoena of of the
university, subpoenas were served on four
of the activists who attended a Nov. 15
forum at the school, ordering them to
appear before a grand jury.

In addition to records about who
attended the forum, the
subpoena  ordered the
university to divulge all
records relating to the lo-
cal chapter of the
National Lawyers Guild,
a New York-based legal
activist organization that
sponsored the forum.

Representatives of
the Lawyer's Guild and
the American Civil
Liberties Union said they
had not heard of such a
subpoena being served on any U.S. uni-
versity in decades. Those served subpoe-
nas include the leader of the Catholic
Peace Ministry, the former  coordinator of
the Iowa Peace  Network, a member of
the Catholic Worker House, and an anti-
war activist who visited Iraq in 2002.
They said the subpoenas are intended to
stifle dissent.

"This is exactly what people feared
would happen," said Brian Terrell of the
peace ministry, one of those subpoenaed.
"The civil liberties of everyone in this
country are in danger. How we handle
that here in Iowa is very important on how
things are going to happen in this country
from now on."

The forum, titled "Stop the Occupa-
tion! Bring the Iowa Guard Home!" came
the day before 12 protesters were arrested
at an anti-war rally at Iowa National
Guard headquarters in Johnston.
Organizers say the forum included    non-
violence training for people planning to
demonstrate.

Feds Go After Activists, Then Back Off
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Act Two (Pulbished on Wednesday,
February 11, Des Moines Register)

Federal authorities retreated last month
in their investigation of an Iowa anti-

war demonstration, withdrawing grand
jury subpoenas delivered to four peace
activists and Drake University.

The shift came as the investigation
drew nationwide condemnation from
civil liberties   advocates, politicians and
peace activists.

Also in February, a federal judge
lifted a gag or-
der on Drake,
where employ-
ees had been
ordered not to
discuss an  in-
quiry into a
meeting the
anti-war ac-
tivists held
there Nov. 15.
Federal author-
ities had asked
for records of

the campus chapter of the National
Lawyers Guild - which hosted the anti-
war conference - and for the impressions
campus police had of the gathering.

"Whatever one's views of the political
positions articulated at that meeting,"
Drake President David Maxwell said in
court papers unsealed Tuesday, "the
university cherishes and protects the right
to express those views without fear of
reprisal or recrimination."

Federal officials declined to say why
they asked the grand jury to quash the
subpoenas.

Al Overbaugh, spokesman for the
U.S. attorney's office in Des Moines, de-
clined to comment, other than to say the
moves didn't necessarily signal that the
investigation had ended.

The federal investigation became
public last month when a Polk County
sheriff's deputy - identifying himself as a
member of the FBI Joint Terrorism Task
Force - delivered several subpoenas.
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Cintas is the largest uniform and
industrial launderer in the country. It has
posted 34 years of consecutive growth,
a record surpassed only by Wal-Mart
and ADP. Yet despite industry leading
profits, including a total of $2.7 in sales
last year, Cintas insists on driving down
industry   standards for wages, health
insurance, and respect for its employ-
ees.

Please come at 12 on March 4th to
tell Cintas, Hands off our
Workers!

Thursday
March 4th
12:00 pm
333 W.
Main St,

(park at Nick Tahou's)

 CommonDreams.org

ROCLA presents,
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Those served subpoenas
include the leader of the
Catholic Peace Ministry,
the former coordinator of
the Iowa Peace  Network, a
member of the Catholic
Worker House, and an anti-
war activist who visited
Iraq...
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 Isn't Fidel Castro a dictator? They
don't have democracy in Cuba, do
they?

No and yes. In Cuba, they hold
elections at the municipal level for
representatives to their local councils.
Folks who have platforms and
programs that they believe will improve
things in their communities stand up at
local meeting and put their proposals
forward. A direct election is held, and
the person with the most votes gets to
represent his/her district. If nobody
receives more than 50% of the votes
cast, the nomination and election
process is repeated until someone
receives a majority.  These elected
municipal leaders then get to vote in the
same way for the folks who will
represent them at the provincial level,
and the provincial leaders in turn elect
their head of state.

So, while they do not have “parties”
as we know them and while the people
do not get to vote directly for their
president, they elect their electors as we
do here. The difference is that there are
no campaign war chests, no financial
backing of candidates, no mud slinging,
no TV advertising -- just lively debate
and the assurance that no one can hold
office without a plurality.  (Fidel re-
peatedly has said that the day he fails to
receive a majority is the day he will
step down.)

I was in Havana during the
municipal elections in 2000, and I saw
little kids going door-to-door -- they
looked like they were selling Girl Scout
cookies -- reminding everyone to
vote. Voter participation in Cuba is
about 95%.  Compare this to our last
election (read “selection”) in which
George W. received less than 20% of
the votes of eligible voters. (Only about
40% of eligible voters actually voted,

On Cuba
AN INTERVIEW WITH VICKI LEWIN RYDER

Vicki Lewin Ryder Ryder is a long-time Metro Justice member who has traveled (legally)
to Cuba four times in the past five years to study their system of community conflict
management and social service delivery.  Here she offers some challenges to commonly-
held caricatures of Cuban society. Additional material provided by journalist Karen Wald.

and Bush received less than 50% of all
popular votes cast.)

Cubans risk their lives to come to
this country. It must be a horribly
repressive regime.

Interesting deduction!  Folks risk
their lives every day to come here from
Mexico, too. Does that mean that
Mexico is a horribly repressive
regime? Not ALL Cubans want to come
to the U.S. The small minority who do
generally are seeking a more comfort-
able life, more material goods, and the
chance to earn more discretionary
income. There is no question that life is
very hard for Cubans, but that's in large
part due to the U.S. blockade that has
made it so difficult for them to import
material goods, medical supplies, and
food stuffs that they cannot themselves
produce.  

Didn't Castro just execute some
people for some minimal offense?

Cuba still has a death penalty but,
per capita, it is imposed far less often
than in the US. In fact, the recent execu-
tions to which you refer were the first in
five years (!) and were NOT for some
"minimal offense." Those executed
were found guilty of acts of terrorism
and hijacking after endangering the lives
of many innocent people on a ferry that
they sought to hijack to Miami. They
held guns and machetes to the heads and
throats of defenseless passengers and
threatened to throw them overboard one
by one if their demands were not met. In
addition, they had forced the ferry into
turbulent high seas that the boat was not
fit to traverse, further endangering all on
board.

Jesús Arboleya Cervera of Radio
Progreso has written: "President Bush
cannot criticize the death sentences,
because he holds the record for

(Continued on page 5)
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First   Unitarian Church,
220 Winton Road South

Free Admission
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RSVP Beth Ares 235-4136 or
Lyn Netter 262-4440
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Aaron has been a
counc i lmember -a t -
large for the past year,
acting as Metro Jus-
tice's legal council and
helping organize our
2004 War and Empire
Speaker Series. He is a
Rochester native, but
has spent most of the
last fifteen years in
Chicago and St. Louis,
as a student, and more recently the
New York City area as a public de-
fender with the Legal Aid Society.

Spotlight on the Metro Justice Council
EVERY MONTH WE SHINE THE LIGHT ON TWO METRO JUSTICE COUNCIL MEMBERS

During that period he
has been most active
on anti-imperialist
and development is-
sues, but also volun-
teered as a tutor and
canvassed for Green-
peace. Since return-
ing to the city in
September of 2002,
he has been involved
in a number of Metro

Justice antiwar events, and is pursuing
a dream of becoming a science fiction

Aaron Micheau, Councilmember at Large

Judy has been a
councilmember-at-
large for the past year.
She has been fighting
for the rights of the
poor for many years
working as a welfare
rights organizer when
she lived in Boston
(the group she worked
with was featured on
60 Minutes). She is
currently employed
by the Monroe County Department of
Social Services as a child protective
investigator. Judy is a member of the
Monroe County Federation of Social
Workers and is the union’s social
action chairwoman. She is also

involved with the
Golden Link Folk
Singing Society, Hu-
man Service Workers
United, and the Social
Welfare Action Al-
liance Task Force of
Metro Justice. She co-
authored the article
"Reports From the
Front:Welfare Moth-
ers Up in Arms"
(1986), that is fea-

tured in the anthologies, For Crying Out
Loud: Women and Poverty in the United
States, and Race, Class and Gender; An
Anthology which is used as a teaching
tool in many college Social Work/Soci-
ology syllabi.

Judy Gradford, Councilmember at Large
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Monday, March 8th

 7 to 9 PM
St. John Fisher College
Kearney Auditorium

A panel of representatives from our
local newspapers, radio and television
stations will also participate to listen to
your concerns and answer your ques-
tions.

Free and open to the public

convicts executed in the state of Texas.
Incidentally, the US Agency for In-

ternational Development (USAID) re-
vealed on January 15 that it so far has
spent $26 million to destabilize the
Cuban political, economic and social

(CUBA Continued from page 4)
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system by creating and supporting so-
called "independent" organizations and
individuals (read "those opposed to the
current system of government.")  Just
imagine what might happen if Cuba
tried that here!!!

Cuba is a third world
(Continued on page 10)
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This January Metro Justice member
Hank Stone spent ten (completely non-
political) days in Haiti in the company
of Derek Harrison, who has gone there
for the last thirteen years. With Harri-
son, Stone volunteered mornings in a
hospice, and spent the afternoon sight-
seeing and relaxing.

Haiti is in the
news, because

violent groups
(without popular sup-
port) are trying to
overthrow Haiti’s first
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y
elected president,
Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide. Unfortunately
the U.S. has cut off
aid to the government,
and is funneling money to violent op-
position groups. The elections in Haiti
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“Children get your culture..”
-Bob Marley

Join us for a memorable evening
of oral histories of local activist
organizations and leaders as young
and old unite to remember and
renew our historical traditions for
progressive social change.

Potluck dinner followed by oral    histo-
ries from local activists and         movement
folk songs by Charlie King & Karen
Brandow,  ending with a send off ritual for
the bus riders leaving for the Global Day of
Protest

have been          delayed because upper
class elites, with ties to the old Duva-
lier regime (and the International Re-
publican Institute, a Bush-friendly DC-
backed advocacy group) are worried
that they will get trounced in the elec-
tions and are           refusing to appoint

any members to
the provisional
Electoral Council.
Without the
completion of the
council the elec-
tion is on hold. But
the situation in
Haiti is starker
than this current
political trouble.

But Haiti is
more than a news
story. Because it is

so poor, it has gotten close to ecologi-
(Continued on page 9)

Haiti and the US at the Crossroads:
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OR CONTINUED POVERTY AND EXPLOITATION?

Hank Stone

 As we go to press Haiti is facing a major crisis and is on the verge of a bloodbath.
Former FRAPH paramilitary terrorists have somehow now located the funding to resurface
and are on a rampage. While the corporate media parrots the Bush administration line, the
reality on the streets of Haiti is quite different. Hundreds of thousands of Haitians
demonstrated their support last month for the popular, democratically elected Aristide.

In Haiti , the gap between the rich and poor is huge with intense animosity on both sides.
Like many white South Africans during apartheid and southern whites during Jim Crow (or
more correctly, during reconstruction), the Haitian elite have developed a “master/slave”
hatred of the poor upon whose wealth and status they depend.  Aristide is an icon for the
Haitian poor and the elite despise him for this reason.  So far the wealthy opposition have
rebuffed all international efforts at a negotiated solution, refusing to negotiate with the
democratically elected Aristide. And although they accuse Aristide of being a dictator, the
wealthy anti-Aristide opposition own most of the newspapers, TV and radio stations.

The Bush administration has a similar antipathy for Aristide.  Although the US
government never stopped the flow of economic support to the bloody Duvalier regime, the
Bush administration has blocked hundreds of millions in international loans and aid to Haiti.
Consequently, the Haitian currency has lost two thirds of its value and, with the World Bank
and IMF putting the squeeze on Haiti, the price of gas has doubled and transportation costs
have gone up 60%, causing the cost of living  to skyrocket.

Aristide alienated Bush and the IMF by refusing to adopt certain neoliberal economic
policies like the privatization of state-owned enterprises and the implementation of austerity
programs (known as plan lanmo or “death plan” to Haitians on the street). Aristide then
doubled the minmum wage and built more schools in six years than the previous 150 years,
mandating that 20% that the national budget be dedicated to education. Hundreds of Cubans
health care workers were invited into the rural areas and Haiti has received international
attention for its model of govenment-led  coordination of AIDS treatment and prevention.
- Jon Greenbaum
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New polls show that at a time of
record deficits, the public is

against spending billions on a Mars
mission while cutting domestic priori-
ties. Nonetheless, there is one company
that has supported a Mars mission for
years: Halliburton. The company,
which was headed by Vice President
Dick Cheney and is a major financial
backer of the Administration, has long
supported funding a Mars plan because
it is good for its drilling technology
business (it was also
Cheney who spear-
headed the Mars plan
inside the White
House). According to
an 8/20/01 Kiplinger's
Business publication,
"several companies and university labs
will stand to benefit from new projects"
in a Mars mission - including Hallibur-
ton. And the payoff could be big: Citi-
zens Against Government Waste notes
that, despite the White House's initial
lowballing, legitimate "cost estimates
for the new program range from $550
billion to $1 trillion."
Halliburton actively pushing for
Mars funding

In the 4/24/00 edition of Oil & Gas
Journal, Halliburton scientist Steve
Streich pointed out why a Mars pro-
gram would be so lucrative for Hal-
liburton. He says a "Mars exploration
program presents an unprecedented op-
portunity" for the industry and that it
"warrants the support of both govern-
ment and industry leaders." He says
"one area of great importance is finding
out of what the inside of Mars consists.
That's where the petroleum industry
comes in." Specifically, benefits for
"the oil and gas industry may lie in
technology that NASA will use for
drilling into the surface of Mars." He

says there is "great potential for a
happy synergy between space
researchers" on a Mars project and "the
oil and gas industry."
Halliburton already involved in
Mars plans

 The 4/24/00 edition of Oil & Gas
Journal also reported that Halliburton
is already involved in a preliminary
consortium of industry and academia
"organized to        support the develop-
ment of new technology required for

the Mars mission." A
2/28/01 report in
Petroleum News con-
firmed that "NASA
has been working with
Halliburton and oth-
ers to    identify

drilling technologies that might work
on Mars."
The earth drilling motive

 President Bush seemed to inno-
cently pitch the Mars mission as an
opportunity to develop new space
technologies. He said, "Along this
journey we'll make many technological
breakthroughs. We don't know yet what
those breakthroughs will be, but we can
be certain they'll come, and that our
efforts will be repaid many times over."
But for what will those technological
advances be used? According to
Halliburton, more oil drilling on Earth.
As Streich wrote, "Drilling technology
for Mars research will be useful for the
oil and gas industries." He says "the oil
industry is in need of a revolutionary
drilling technique that allows quicker
and more economical access to oil re-
serves." A Mars mission "presents an
unprecedented opportunity" to develop
that drilling technique and "improve
our abilities to support oil and gas de-
mands on Earth."
The military motivation

On top of the Halliburton factor,

Who will Benefit from Bush’s Mars Venture?
YOU GUESSED IT, HALLIBURTON!

- Campaign  for America’s Future

" Drilling technology
for Mars research will
be useful for the oil
and gas industries."

USA Today reports that Cheney
"persuaded Bush that there could be
military benefits, such as space-based
defense systems." This motivation was
echoed by U.S. Rep. Tom Feeney (R-
FL) who said on the 1/9/04 edition
of "Scarborough Country" that,
"Somebody is going to dominate space.
When they do, just like when the
British dominated the naval part of our
globe, established their empire, just like
the United States has dominated the air
superiority, ultimately, whoever is able
to dominate space will be able to
control the destiny of the entire Earth."
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Women’s Rights Face Serious Threats
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Katie Castern

Friends of the Rochester Public Library
presents,
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A billionaire from Brooklyn admits to
not filing a tax return for thirty years
but isn’t prosecuted. The working
poor  are statistically more like to be
audited than the very rich.  Corporations
maintain Bermuda post office boxes to
avoid paying any U.S income tax. All
of this and more is documented by an
award winning journalist. The author
goes on to explain that rigging the tax
code has been a bipartisan effort of
Republicans and Democrats in
Washington. Are these just extreme
examples of exceptions to the rule or is
the tax code and the tax system really
so unjust? And if it is, what can we do
about it? Listen to the author describe
how he came to research and write
what may prove to be the most
important book of 2004.

Free and open to the public

concerns about the role of government
in people’s lives and the separation of
church and state. A country whose
citizens are denied access to the full
range of reproductive health services
is not a free country. The Bush admin-
istration needs to hear that male or
female, Americans believe in the right
to make our own decisions about our
bodies and we want to keep these deci-
sions between ourselves and our doc-

tors. They need to
hear that Americans
still believe in the sep-
aration of church and
state and we want to
live in a democracy,
not a theocracy.

For all of these rea-
sons, it’s important to
get on the bus to D.C.
for the March for

Women’s Lives on April 25th, 2004
and show the Bush administration and
its allies that America is pro-choice!

National sponsors for this event in-
clude Planned Parenthood, NOW,
NARAL-Pro-Choice America, the Na-
tional Association of Social Workers,
the League of Women Voters, the
Feminist Majority and the National
Council of Jewish Women.  Their goal
is to have 1,000,000 pro-choice people
marching on the Mall in Washington
on April 25th.

Metro Justice is one of several lo-
cal sponsors. Buses will leave
Rochester on the evening of Saturday,
April 24rd and return late on the 25th.
Round-trip bus tickets are $20 for stu-
dents and $60 for non-students, with a
sliding scale for those with limited
financial resources. The deadline for
reserving a seat is April 6th.

For more information about the
March for Women’s Lives, go to
www.pprsr.org, or contact by email
march@pprsr.org or call 546-2771,
ext. 342.

Abortion has been legal in the U.S.
for 31 years and many people,
especially younger Americans, take
their right to access birth control and
safe, legal abortion for granted. Yet,
this right is now under serious attack.
The Bush administration and its right-
wing allies want to restrict access to
reproductive healthcare. They have
begun to do this by supporting
abstinence-only sex “education”,
attempting to out-
law partial-birth
abortion, laying
groundwork to re-
define the legal
status of fetuses so
their rights can
rival or even trump
those of pregnant
woman, packing
federal courts with
anti-choice judges, and appointing
anti-choice religious ideologues to key
positions in the Justice Department,
the federal Department of Health and
Human Services and the FDA.

When he first took office in 2001,
Bush restored the Reagan-era global
gag rule on international family plan-
ning assistance, closed the White
House Office for Women’s Initiatives
and Outreach, stripped contraceptive
coverage for federal employees in his
first budget, and tried unsuccessfully to
undermine Title IX, which ensures
gender equality in funding for high
school and college athletes. He and his
administration have not slowed down
since. Right now in 2004, it has come
to light that Ashcroft is attempting to
subpoena the medical records of
women treated by doctors who are
fighting the attempted ban on partial-
birth abortions.

While the Bush administra-
tion’s actions are reprehensible when
viewed purely as attacks on women’s
rights, they should also raise broader
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cal, economic and political meltdown
before the United States. But we will all
share the same future, if we don’t change
direction.

Haiti has the potential for a sustain-
able and prosperous future, and so does
the United States. Maybe we can help
each other get there.

Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere, and the third poor-
est country in the world. Estimates of
unemployment range between 40 and
70%. One source says, “two thirds of the
workforce does not have formal jobs.”

Only about 10% of children receive a
public education. Literacy rates for those
15 and older is 52% for males, 48% for
females. Thirty four percent  of women
ages 15-49 have HIV or AIDS. Medical
facilities are minimal. Only 24% of births
are attended by skilled personnel. Aver-
age life  expectancy is 51 years.

Haiti’s problems are so serious that
they attract a wide variety of charitable
organizations to the country. A lot of
people have come to Haiti to serve in one
way or another, and would like to see the
country prosper. But year after year Haiti
is losing ground. Its landscape is ravaged,
and its population is exploding.

In 1994, after a coup deposed Aris-
tide, President Clinton invaded Haiti to
restore Aristide to power, in hopes of
stemming the flow of Haitian “boat peo-
ple” to the United States. As part of this
get-well plan, about $100 million in aid
came from the U.S. each year. In 2000,
Bush cut this aid cut off.

According to International
A.N.S.W.E.R., French bankers alone
owe Haiti at least $21 billion in repara-
tions for a forced loan that took Haiti 120
years to pay off. The U.S. should press
the international community for prompt
repayment of this money.

In the meantime the U.S. could
provide this $21 billion to work with. In
the Haitian economy, this would be a vast
amount. But for the U.S., this would be
less than 1% of our $400 billion military
budget for 5 years.

Supplying some money for the opera-
tion of the Haitian government is impor-
tant, but because the country is so back-
ward, it doesn’t have systems to spend

(Haiti  Continued from page 6) large amounts of money efficiently. This
isn’t just about corruption. If there were a
way to give money directly to all 8 million
people, there would still be little to spend it
on.

It seems that Haiti needs a very large
number of people-sized projects. Most
such projects, if done right, would be dirt-
cheap. But the $21 billion figure comes in
because so much needs to be done, and so
many Haitians need employment.

Some problems may require technolog-
ical solutions unavailable in Haiti. How
will the urban poor cook when hillsides are
being reforested and charcoal is unavail-
able? Solar cookers? Electric power from
wind turbines or photovoltaic arrays? This
is a question that is important worldwide.

Haiti needs a safe and sanitary way to
recycle garbage and human waste into fer-
tilizer. Cheaply. Toilets that flush with
drinking water are out of the question. But
a system that flushes toilets with gray wa-
ter from bathing and washing clothes
might be a good option. In tropical Haiti,
solar-assisted digestion of organic waste
for methane fuel and fertilizer might make
sense. Haiti needs answers and services;
American college graduates need jobs;
America’s future needs sustainability.

Haiti needs massive replanting of hill-
sides with trees. There are plenty of
Haitians to do the work, but they need
nursery operations, tools, and organiza-
tion. They need food to eat and clothes to
wear and alternatives to charcoal for cook-
ing while the work proceeds. They need
clean water to drink.

There is a great opportunity for
tourism, and there are a lot of sights to be
seen. Some money should go for enough
infrastructure (roads, power, water, medi-
cal, police) to attract tourism, and tourist
hotels. Revenue from agricultural exports
also depends on a working infrastructure.

We need young people from around the
world who can spend a year in Haiti,
teaching Haitians to teach Haitians. We
need educators to go into neighborhoods
and remote villages, to talk to the elders, to
ask what sort of future they want for their
children, and what stands in the way of
that future. They could find local people to
participate in planning, hire local workers,
and be sure the job gets done.

If the U.S. were to come to Haiti to put

a McDonald’s on every corner, to prove
that one-size-fits-all American capitalism
and consumerism belong everywhere in
the world, we would fail. Haiti doesn’t
have the money. But there is also a lot of
beauty in Haitian culture that we should
not presume to destroy.

There is no future for Haiti if it can’t
get to sustainable prosperity. There is no
future for America if we can’t get to
sustainable prosperity. The difference is,
Haiti has not inherited vast stores of
wealth as we have, and needs sustainabil-
ity NOW. Haiti can be a laboratory for
new paths that will be needed by people
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developed and who profits by keeping
them that way.

As for those periodic epidemics
of hemorrhagic conjunctivitis, tropical
islands are prone to certain kinds of
recurring diseases, especially those
borne by viruses which, as we know,
change constantly and are difficult to
prevent. The Cuban government takes
all possible measures to halt their
spread and treat their victims. (By the
way, here in the US, we could not
provide enough vaccine to prevent flu
outbreaks in many parts of our own
country.  Does that mean that OUR
economic sys-
tem doesn’t
work?  Don’t
answer that!!!)
Why not ask
why the US
doesn’t have a
health care sys-
tem that can
compare to that
of poor, eco-
nomically strapped Cuba? More babies
thrive in Cuba, more     people reach an
older age in Cuba, more children are
vaccinated against all preventable dis-
eases in Cuba, than you will find in any
except the wealthiest sectors of the US.

Wouldn't all those Cubans be better
off if we could get rid of Castro and
bring democracy and capitalism to
Cuba?

The vast majority of Cubans don't
think so -- and ultimately it is only
THEIR decision that counts. It is insup-
portably arrogant for the US to tell
everyone else in the world that they
must accept our definition of
"democracy" --flawed as it is! -- or that
they must create economic systems that
serve only to make the obscenely
wealthy even richer while the poor
keep dying like flies or living miser-
ably impoverished lives. Many Cubans
rightfully mock our definition of
"democracy," a system in which the
richest man wins (or even worse,
doesn't win but gets into office any-
way), and in which so few people actu-
ally participate. The Cuban people par-

names of their progressive friends,  ac-
quaintances and coworkers and these peo-
ple are now joining Metro Justice. Please
keep the referrals coming. And if you
haven’t yet joined by paying your annual
dues, please clip the membership form on
page 12 and send it in. All together, our
voice is indeed very loud and effective.

(We are the majority Continued from page 2)

country. Doesn't that mean their eco-
nomic system doesn't work? Don’t they
have an epidemic of some easily curable
eye disease!

Define "third world country.”
Cuba’s infant mortality rate is the low-
est of all Central and South American
countries, and its literacy rate (over
90%) far surpasses ours!  You will not
find anyone homeless in Cuba, nor will
you find anyone going without FREE
health care. If you are using the term to
indicate economic underdevelopment,
you would need to take a long look at
why countries such as Cuba are under-

(CUBA Continued from page 5)

March
for Justice

Equal Rights for Farmworkers
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Jim Schmidt 325-3053
jschmidt@wnylc.com

or Bill Abom 637-8360
rmmwestny@yahoo.com
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www.ruralmigrantministry.org

ticipate actively in an electoral system
and system of participatory democracy
that puts ours to shame!  Most Ameri-
cans don't even know there ARE
elections in Cuba -- thanks to the
egregious omissions and distortions of
our mass media.

And "capitalism"? There is a
billboard near the University in Havana
that reads: "There are millions of home-
less children in the Americas. Not one of
them lives in Cuba!"In Cuba,  EVERY-
ONE has a place to live. EVERYONE
receives food rations sufficient for the
family (rice, beans, milk for the kids

under seven,
e t c . ) E V E R Y O N E
receives free health
care. EVERYONE who
qualifies academically
receives a free educa-
tion through the univer-
sity level.  EVERY-
ONE   receives "social
security."  EVERY-
ONE's vote gets

counted. And -- wonder of wonders --
there are no  Wal-Marts or McDonald's
anywhere!  How do you  define "better
off"?

Wouldn't Cubans welcome Ameri-
cans as liberators if we helped them get
rid of  Castro

Even less than the Iraqi people
appreciate our "liberation" (read
"destruction") of their country.  My
impression is that most Cubans are
fiercely loyal to Castro -- especially the
older generation who recall what life
was like under the corrupt and repres-
sive Batiste/United Fruit
regime. Believe me, they would not wel-
come a Bush-league              invasion,
but they are terrified, as am I, that one
might be in the works....

Most Cubans are fiercely
loyal to Castro --   especially
the older generation who
recall what life was like
under the corrupt and
repressive Batiste/United
Fruit regime.



Metro Justice NewsletterMarch  2004 page 11

tioned.
At a meeting between Hunger

Action New York and Commissioner
Robert Doar of Temporary and Disabil-
ity Assistance, Doar described people
who have been cut off as “happily
sanctioned.” When asked to describe
the population that would be effected by
the full-family sanctions for not seeking
work, Doar admitted that it would be
primarily individuals who were
providing care for disabled children or
for elderly family members. So when
you hear Pataki out on the campaign
trail talking about his attempt to clear
deadbeats off of the
welfare rolls, these are
the people he is  talk-
ing about.

Besides saving
money by kicking
people off of welfare,
Pataki is proposing to raise the sales tax
on clothing and shoes. Of course that
will have a disproportionately negative
effect on low income New Yorkers.
Pataki is also proposing cutting welfare
benefits for the blind, elderly and
disabled on SSI and is proposing to
reduce the Earned Income Disregard for
welfare participants who work. And
despite the fact that the TANF block
grant from the federal government
(Temporary Assistance to Needy Fami-
lies) is projected to have a billion and a
half dollar surplus next year, Pataki is
proposing eliminating millions of
dollars in legislative initiatives passed
last year to alleviate poverty (e.g., wage
subsidies, homeless assistance, adult lit-
eracy, VESID). He is also targeting the
Displaced Homemaker program and
Youth Employment  programs.

Instead Pataki and the Legislature
should be raising revenue to expand
services by:

· closing corporate loopholes ($1
billion),

· extending the income tax sur-
charge on households earning
over $200,000 ($3 billion),

· getting the unclaimed bottle bill
nickels ($179 million),

(Pataki’s Budget Continued from page 1) · stopping outsourcing consultant
work ($250 million),

· ending the abuse of Empire
Zones ($250 million), and

· making polluters pay by capping
greenhouse gas emissions ($500
million).

It’s time to admit that years of tax
cuts to the rich and service cuts to work-
ing families and the poor have stressed
our families and communities and hurt
our economy. It’s time for a new experi-
ment. It’s time to reinvest in New York.

Metro Justice has been acting
proactively with unions, service
providers and community groups

around the state
who have come to-
gether to form ES2,
the      Empire State
Economic Security
Campaign. The
campaign is pro-

moting a package of bills and policy
positions that ensure quality affordable
child care, access to ongoing education
and training, affordable comprehensive
health coverage, decent affordable
housing, jobs for all who need them, an
increase in the minimum wage, ade-
quate public assistance (the current
public assistance grant is 47% of the
poverty rate), and affordable      accessi-
ble transportation. We will be going to
Albany to rally and talk to our legis-
lators about the issues on Tuesday,
March 23rd. If you would like to
join us on the bus call the office at
325-2560.

Currently, the minimum wage bills
are in play. Assemblywoman Susan
John has authored a bill moving the
minimum wage to $7.10/hr and the
Senate Republicans have upped the ante
with a bill raising it to $7.25. Senator
Robach is on board with an increase in
the minimum wage but Senators Alesi,
Maziarz, and Nozzolio are dragging
their feet. Please, right now, pick up
the phone and call your state
senator and tell them its time to
raise the minimum wage! Alesi
(585) 223-1800, Maziarz (585) 637-
5800, Nozzolio (315) 568-2090.
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Close the World
Bank/IMF!
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“Neoliberalism”
������
���
� “Structural
Adjustment”  aka “economic reforms”

(a straightjacket of rules imposed
through the US Treasury, the World

Bank/IMF, the “free” trade agreements
and the WTO)
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Any country wanting a loan or grant, or a
reduction in their foreign debt, must
make itself attractive for transnational
corporations so they can invest, move
capital freely across borders, contract
for the cheapest labor and never to be
bothered by labor, consumer, or envi-
ronmental protection laws. The
“reforms” must include:
- cutting taxes on corporations,
- reducing public spending, including

education and health care,
- privatizing state enterprises,
- stopping subsidies to small farm-

ers, small businesses,
- adding private user fees to health

care, education, even water,
- exporting certain products the

“market” dictates, not allowing na-
tions to aim at food self-sufficiency.
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Pataki  is also proposing
cutting welfare benefits
for the blind, elderly and
disabled...



Yes! I will join Metro Justice in working for peace and justice

Levels of support:
 _$25  _$35  _$50   _$100   _$500   _$1000

                 __$ _____(low income: you determine how much you can afford)

   Enclosed is my check for $____ payable to “Metro Justice”
167 Flanders Street, Rochester, NY 14619

Please Print           - Contributions are tax deductible-
Name______________________________________________
Email______________________________Phone___________
Address_____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________

or you can pay by credit card online at www.metrojustice.org

Calendar
Thurs., March 4, Rally to Expose Cintas,
noon, 333 West Main St.
Fri., March 5 , 5:30 ROCLA Annual Rice
& Beans Dinner and White Dove Awards.
Downtown United  Presbyterian Church
121 N. Fitzhugh, 423-9377.
Sat., March 6, 8:15am-3pm International
Women’s Day Knowledge and Empower-
ment Conference, NYSUT Building, 30
North Union St. Rochester, rsvp 235-4136.
Tues., March 9 7:30pm Frankenfoods: Is
genetic engineering on the ropes or on the
assault? Speakers: Jon Greenbaum, Bar-
bara Kastner and Melody Novrovske
Abundance Food Store 62 Marshall Street
647-9256
Sun., March 7, 3:30pm, The Rise of the
Religious Right in American  Politics: Is
Theocracy coming to a  government near
you? First Unitarian Church, , 220  Winton
Road South.
Mon., March 8, 7pm, Town Meeting on
the FCC w/ Jonathan Adelstein, St. John
Fisher, Kearney Auditorium sponsored by
Louise Slaughter
Sat., March 13, 1-3pm, Free Ansar
Mahmoud Demo, Batavia, 342-8651.
Sun., March 14, 5-9pm, Globalization and
Dominican Republic, Speaker- Joanne
Peterson, DUPC, 121 N. Fitzhugh.
Fri., March 19, Progressive Celebration,
6:30-10:30, Edgerton Community  Center,
41 Backus St.
Fri., March 19, buses to NYC for Global
Day of Action.  Leave midnight. Call for
reservations, 325-2560.
Sun., March 21, 2pm, No Child Left   Be-
hind? Interfaith Impact Forum w/Joe
Morelle and David Silver, First Unintarian
Church, 220 Winton Rd. S.  244-5111.
Tues., March 23, noon, Perfectly Legal,
Author David Cay Johnson, Gleason
Auditorium, Central Library, downtown
Rochester.
Sat., March 27, noon-3pm, Reality Tour,
Departing from St. Joseph's House of Hos-
pitality, 402 South Ave. Sliding scale  $10-
$20 or $5/students:  RSVP 395-5509
Mon., April 5, 7pm,  Debate on  Single
Payer Healthcare,  Rochester Academy of
Medicine, 1441 East Ave, rsvp 244-4817.
Sat., April 17th, 9:30am. Tour of
Rochester’s Toxic Canyon, carpool from
First Unitarian Church, 220 Winton Rd
South  Sierra Club 244-2625
Sun., April 25, March for Women’s Lives,
Washington DC, buses leave  midnight
Saturday 546-2771, ext. 342.
Continuing
TV Dinner/Indy Media meets Tuesdays,
7pm, 167 Flanders Street.

Momentum is building
around the world for the
Global Day of Action against
War and Occupation.

On March 20, people on
every continent will take to
the streets to say YES to
peace and NO to pre-emptive
war and occupation. Joining
with growing numbers of
military families and
soldiers, we will call for an end to the occupation of Iraq
and Bush’s militaristic foreign policies, and highlight the
linkages between the occupations of Iraq and Palestine.
March 20 will be the first time the world's "other super-
power," as The New York Times described us, will take
center stage since February 15, when more than 15
million people across the globe expressed their opposi-
tion to Bush's looming war on Iraq.
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Massive Anti-war Demonstration in NYC!


