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administrations alike and is not likely
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in figure 1
corporations have been successful
getting Congress to shift the tax burd:
to individuals. Recent Treasury Depal
ment figures show that actual corpore
income tax revenues fell to $132 billio
in 2003, down 36 percent from $2C

be reversed, regardless of which party
wins this fall's presidential election.
Fifty years ago, individuals
contributed about 40% of government
revenues. Now the individuals’ share
has risen to about 70% while the corpo-
rate share has dropped to less than 8%.
But that’s not quite the whole story.
From the graph in figure 2 it is apparent
that while the Democrats and Republi-
(Continued on page 11)

Effective federal tax rates (income tax + payroll tax) for the
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ness and engaging in non-violent direct

action.

Metro Justice News is published
monthly and layed out by Chant

Down Babylon Productions.

Current task forces and coalitions are:
Social Welfare Action Alliance
(SWAA)

Corporate Welfare / COMIDA
Globalization Taskforce

International Women’s Day

Interfaith Healthcare Coalition

Ciudad Hermana-Sister City Task Forc
Rochester Committee on Latin America
Rochester Tikkun Community
TV Dinner

Metro Justice Newsletter
Poor People United (PPU)
Peace Action and Education

METRO JUSTICE COUNCIL

11°

President..........coccoivieeieee i YARitt
Vice President...........ccccceeveeeeennn. Kelli @io
SeCretary....oocceeeeeiieiciiiiieeeaeeennn Dougpilé
Finance..........ccocovvveeeeeeiiiiis Fred Sélese
TrEASUIEr...cvveeeeeeieeciiiiiieaaeeann John Katv
Org. Development............cccc....... Bill McCoy
Poor People United............... Charles Kellum
Carolyn Brown
Peace Action and Ed............ Tayyab Siddiqui
TV DINNET ..ovvvvveiieeeeeeieiiiiee, Ron Linwll
ROCLA......oiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee, Peter tlo
SWAA. ..ot Susan Rohl
TikKUN oo, Michael Argama
Sister CitieS.......ccceeeviiiiivvvvenennn. Phil hae-

fer

Council Members At Large:

Katie Castern

Judy Gradford

Tonya Smolinsky

Aaron Micheau

Newsletter CoordinataRosemary Scipione
OrganizersJon Greenbaum, Jesse Lenney
Office ManagerShelley Cochran

Organizers’ Report

Educating, Agitating and Organizing

by Jon Greenbau

t was the biggest ap-
plause of the evening.
During Rep. Slaughter’'s
Town Meeting on the FCC
last month, someone asked
WXXI chief Norm Silver-
stein about Democracy
Now! and the crowd lit up.
There is a growing move-
ment to bring Democracy
Now ! (DN!) to Rochester
and members of MJ have
been meeting to do the
research and strategic analysis to ma
this campaign a success. If you haven
ever heard Democracy Now! you cal

listen online at www.democracy
now.org. Aaron Micheau's article on

page 3 of this issue perfectly illustrate year

the need foDN! If you would like to
work on this campaign give us a call &
the office 325-2560.

about Pataki's proposal to balance the
budget on the backs of the poor by cutting
public assistance rather than plugging
corporate loopholes. We talked to our
legislators about how the state could save
over a billion dollars by fixing the Empire
Zone program, collecting the unclaimed
bottle bill nickels, creating prespcription
drug buying pools, stopping sweatheart
consulting deals and making polluters pay
for Pataki’'s plan to cap greenhouse gas
emissions. Of course the state would not
be in the red if Pataki hadn't cut taxes
during the boom years of the 90's. As a
result there are billions of extra dollars in
the pockets of wealthy New Yorkers this

And we will be hitting the road again
for the March for Women'’s Lives in DC.
We've been phone banking at the office
to alert our members about

We hit the road twice
last month- The Pead

the buses that Planned Par-
enthood has chartered.

Action and Education
Task force mobilized
two busloads of people
to join tens of thousands
of demonstrators in New
York City calling for an
end to the occupation of
Irag. It was the first time
for quite a few people on
the bus and they seemed
to enjoy the baptism in
popular protest politics.

It was also the first time for several
people who boarded the bus to Albany t
participate in the Empire State Economi
Security Legislative Action Day. We
rallied at the Capital and then broke uj
into teams to speak to our legislator

And as usual, you are
invited to help out in the
office. There's plenty of
good honest work that
needs doing.



Democracy NOW' Reports on faced with a dilemma. Confirmed

contradictions to headline reports were

Haltl being openly revealed to hundreds of
thousands of Pacifica listeners nation-
US INTERVENTION REVEALED wide. By Monday afternoon, main-

stream corporate media began to

. . . respond... Fox News Network with Brit
Democracy Now! (DN!) is a radio armor-piercing weaponry and all- 4 ;me reported Colin Powell's com-
and TV news program produced by terrain vehicles, by far surpassing th ments, “He was not kidnapped. We did
Pacifica Radio and hosted by award armament of the Haitian police. Its not force him onto the airplane. He
winning journalists Amy Goodman and leaders were prominent veterans of tF, ot on to the airplane willingly, and
Juan Gonzalez. Its purpose is to inforn CIA-sponsored  militia ~ FRAPH, that's the truth."
progressive activism and provideaccused or convicted Kkillers, anc gt since March 1, the adnistra-
balanced coverage of issues and viev human rights violators. Kurzban alsc
points rarely heard in commercial ancdescribed the ongoing talks betwee
mainstream media. The influence antAristide's government and the politicay
depth of this program has been illus opposition, which was essentially re

(Continued on page 5)

trated brilliantly by i i 8T I+

y by its fusing to nego . )
coverage of the coup [} ..[the] paramilitary came into tiate in good I
Haiti that occurred o § Haiti from the Dominican faith.  Secre- I $*
February 29. tary of State

On the Feb. 12t Refgbllc arr?ted hWII?SnEV\:jP owell
edition of DN!, Paul M- _Ssoona erthe U.>. ha permitted
Farmer and Jean-Je | Provided 20,000 M-16s to theyese delaying

Pierre discussed ho | Dominican Army. tactics while
the United States héu the paramili-
blocked aid for clean water, health anctary took over the countryside. $'$lH

education to Haiti on the pretext thatth¢ On February 27, as gunmer
May 2000 elections were fraudulent. approached the capital, Goodman inte
Aristide and the Lavalas party had wor viewed Milred Aristide, the wife of the
the elections by a wide majority - the president, from the palace in Port-al /
only dispute surrounded eight candi-Prince. The Bush administration ha
dates in the Senate who won their sea begun to declare that President Aristid
by pluralities, rather than majorities, of should resign. Mrs. Aristide reaf-
votes. Although U.S. and World Bank firmed what her husband had state
humanitarian aid had dried up, Farme before, that he would not leave office
and Pierre noted that the Internatione until the end of his elected term.
Republican Institute, an organizatior =~ On February 29, essentially repea
linked to USAID and the National En- ing a State Department press releas $ 1o
dowment for Democracy, was still the mainstream press, including CNN ;
funding the Haitian opposition parties. Fox, ABC, NBC, CBS, and NPR, re-
On February 25thDN! interviewed ported that Aristide had ‘fled" Haiti.
Ira Kurzban, an American lawyer The next morning, Monday, March 1

retained by the Haitian government Goodman interviewed Rep. Maxine -1+
Kurzban alleged that the United State Waters and TransAfrica founder Ran & $. )
was arming, training, and employing the dall Robinson, both of whom receivec

leaders of the paramilitary group tha phone calls from Aristide in which he O&#
had entered Haiti and were capturin¢stated that he had been kidnapped, a

towns and villages on the island. that a coup d'etat had occurred on t

According to Kurzban, this paramili- island. DN! broke this story, as Aris-
tary came into Haiti from the Domini- tide had not been allowed access to t
can Republic armed with new M-16s press since he had left Haiti.
soon after the U.S. had provided 20,00  According to Peter Phillips of
M-16s to the Dominican Army. Topeka Capital Journal Online

The group was also equipped witt "Mainstream corporate media wert
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Panel discussion featuring:

Bryan Hetherington, co-chair, Coali-
tion to End Lead Poisoning

Dr. Edward Puzas on osteoporosis
and childhood lead posioning
andMargaret Adronaco, LWV
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Cintas

TeamsTERFUNITE Focus onLocaL WOoRKING CONDITIONS

Colleen McCarthy, Labor Newsd

intas, a Fortune 500 company, i Cintas. One of the men is Robert Harris,

he largest uniform supplier ina veteran who applied to Cintas as a
North America, with more than 500,000 driver with a commercial license. De-
clients. A multi-national company spite his experience, Robert was hired
based in Cincinnati, Ohio, Cintas bega as a loader, a lower paying position, and
as a small rag-cleaning business itold there were no driver openings. As a
1929. Cintas has grown for 34 consecinumber of inexperienced white men
tive years, with sales and profits in were hired as drivers, Robert com-
creasing at an astounding rate; onlplained. He was told Cintas would not
Wal-Mart and ADP have had compara hire black drivers. Robert continued to
bly consistent success rates. complain and was fired with out any
What's the Problem? prior written reprimands or warnings.

Labor leaders believe that Cinta: Cintas Violations Elsewhere:
has demonstrated an increasingly ho Sweatshops:Cintas pays workers in
tile attitude towards its workers, or Haiti below the legal minimum wage,
international, national, and local levels forces them to work overtime and does
The consistent and progressively mot not provide access to clean drinking wa-
blatant accusations of Cintas workerster. Cintas uses these overseas fac-
rights violations have tories because they
led to an outcry b J "In San Leandro, Califor- are able to manufac-
many in the labor con § nia Cintas is challenging ture uniforms inex-

munity. the living wage law. If they pensively that are
Cintas Violations in prevail it could mean that then sold in the
Rochester: living wage laws around United States for a
Wage and Hour much greater profit.

Violations- On the country could be over- In San Leandro,

January 29th loce | turned.” California Cintas is

workers and Chamber- challenging the liv-
lain D’Amanda filed a wage and houiing wage law. If they prevail it could
violation law suit against Cintas. Be-mean that living wage laws around the
fore demanding overtime pay, worker country could be overturned.

reported receiving a flat “incentive” fee Recent Legal Action:

rather than the time and a half require Wages and HoursMay, 2003- Cintas
by federal law. Carolina Richardson, idrivers filed a national class action suit
sorter at Cintas, said, “they never use alleging that Cintas had failed to pay
to pay us overtime. They asked us tthem overtime for years.

work overtime, but they cheated us ot 2001 — Cintas paid 10 million to
of overtime pay.” Keith Crawford, a settle similar lawsuit with drivers in
loader in the plant, commenting on th California.

company’s abrupt change since th Equal Opportunity: November, 2003-
workers’ union activity began, said, A class action complaint charges that
“the overtime pay we get now show: Cintas discriminates against women and
what can happen when people conm minority employees by denying them
together and fight for what is right, it promotions and subsequently forcing
shows what people can do when the them into lower-paying jobs.

form a union.” What's Being Done About it: Locally
Discrimination- On November 18th, and Nationally?

2003, two local black men joined ¢ September 1, 2003 ka Cincinnati the
nationwide class action suit agains (Continued on page 10)

page 4

Metro Justice Newsletter April 2004



Spotlight on the Metro Justice Council

Doug Noble, Secretary

was a founder of Cob-
blestone School, a local
progressive elementary
school now celebrating
its 20th year, and a
founding member of the
Coalition for Common

In 2003 Doug served as
a council-member-at-large.
He worked helped organize
the 2004 War and Empire
Speaker Series and the
Peace And Education Task
Force. Over the years Doug
has focused on education Sense in Education, a
issues, as a teacher, scholar local group fighting New
and activist. He has written extensivel York State's high stakes standardize
on corporate and military influences ir testing. Doug has a number of stepchi
schools, through computer-based tecldren across the country, one stej
nology and workplace ideologies, ancgrandchild (with another on the way
until recently he co-coordinated the and shares his life with Jennifer and he
Rochester Education Alliance of Labo two children. He loves classical music
(REAL), a collaborative of urban teach- especially opera, and plays a meg
ers and members of other unions. DoL game of racquetball.

Fred Schaeffer, Finance Officer

Fred has been a member
of Metro Justice since the
early seventies. He has
been chairing our fundrais-
ing efforts for many years
(the Garage Sale, Annual
Dinner and Alternative
Craft Fair). He's been a
long-term member of the

Executive Council. He
chaired the Tax Reform,
Media, Corporate Wel-
fare, and Energy task
forces, and is a past pres
dent. Fred is also on the
Board of Judicial Process
Commission (JPC), where
he mentors ex-offenders.

(Democracy NowContinued from page 3) Central African Republic. She was one d
tion has been on the defensive again:only two journalists who flew with Aris-
accusations that it endorsed or instigate tide, his wife, Waters, and a delegation ¢
a coup in Haiti. On March 3, Waters anc American and Jamaican officials who eg
other members of the Congressiona corted Aristide back to the Caribbean o
Black Caucus interrogated Assistant U.S March 15. And these same programs al
Secretary of State Roger Noriega in ¢included segments on issues such as el
contentious public hearing as to the cir tronic voting, corporate crime, and the N
cumstances of Aristide's departure aniChild Left Behind Act. Goodman and
what Noriega knew about the paramili- Gonzalez are tireless journalists, and h
tary leaders. programs routinely feature stunning

DN! has continued to provide remark- debates and interviews.check out
able coverage of this story, providing awww.democracynow.org. Call 325-2560 to help
perspective missing from local and na- Pring DN! to Rochester
tional media outlets. On March 8, Good- Aarqn Micheal_J is an at-large member of the Metro

. . . . Justice Council

man did an exclusive interview with Pres-
ident Aristide by cell phone from the
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Despite the dissolution of the welfare
state, this moment in history pro-
vides an extraordinary opportunity
to end poverty. Willie Baptist and
Mary Bricker-Jenkins from the
Kensington Welfare Rights Union/
Poor People's Economic Human
Rights Campaign explain why this is
so, how they are organizing to seize
the opportunity, and how you can get
involved in building a movement
based in the unity and leadership of
the poor.
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Toxic Tour

"+ 0

For over 100 years Rochester's
Genesee River Gorge was consid-
ered a convenient place to dump
- EVERYTHING. Now we have a
series of toxic waste sites, old coal
gasification plants and assorted
Brownfields and Superfund sites
- several of which have not been
discussed in the main stream
media. These sites pose environ-
mental, legal and financial bur-
dens on our community and tax-
payers. If you have the stomach
for it and want to learn about the
underside of our industrial
history join our Sierra Club
Toxic Tour back into the wastes
which unfortunately still fester
today.

| -1+
& $' 30
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a car caravan.

Rally to Free Ansar Mahmood

Ben Dean-Kawamura, Rochester Indymed

C;ants of "Defend our Civil Mahmood's plight. The majority of the
ights!," "Free Ansar" and "No protesters came from Rochester, but
Justice, no Peace till Ansar's release they were joined by about 20 people
filled the air as protesters from all ove from the Hudson  Valley, New York
New York demanded the release (City, Batavia and Albany. "It's impor-
Ansar Mahmood at a rally held Satuitant for us who work in different parts
day, March 13 at the Batavia Feder to connect. It gives you energy," said
Detention Center. Susan Davies of the Chatham Peace

Mah - Initiative.
mood, a Speakers at
Pakistani the rally in-
immigrant cluded Rev-
and former erend Richard
pizza deliv- Rose of the
ery man First Baptist
f r om Church in
Columbia Batavia; Aarti
County, has Shahani and
been incar- Subhash Ka-
cerated teel of the
since Octo- New York
ber, 2001. City  based
He was Families for
arrested Freedom; Bar-

after he asked security guards to phot bara deLeeuw of the Genesee Valley
graph him from a hill that just hap Civil Liberties Union; Rajesh Barn-
pened to overlook a water treatmelabas, a Rochester activist and organizer
plant in the Hudson Valley. Although it of several rallies to free Mahmood;
was quickly determined that he had r Davies, and Bob Elmendorf of the
connection to terrorism, authoritie: Chatham Peace Initiative. In addition,
discovered upon searching his apa the Rochester Raging Grannies and
ment that he had provided assistance folk singer Sheri Bauer-Mayorja per-
a Pakistani couple who had overstay«formed at the rally.
their visa. They were friends o  Several corporate media outlets
Mahmood's sister. were present at the rally, including

Mahmood was charged with harbol (Continued on page 10)
ing illegal immigrants. He was
sentenced to time served plus
five years probation, and be-
came subject to deportation. He
has appealed his deportation
order and has been held pend-
ing that appeal at the detention
center since February 2001.
Deportation will create serious
hardships for Mahmood and his
family.

Approximately 60 people --
sounding more like 200 -- came
together to call attention to

page 6
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Struggle for Clean Air Zooms In Around Kodak icy" calls on Kodak to phase out the use

KaNDID CoALITION GEARS UP FORK ODAK' S ANNUAL SHAREHOLDERSMEETING & of extremely toxic chemicalsf yo_u
UpcomineDEC RUBLIC HEARING are a shareholder, please consider
voting in support of this vital resolu-

Mike Schade, Citizens Environmental Coalitig tion, and attend their annual meeting
on May 12, 2004 at 10:00am at the

on a critical environmental shareholde Theater on the Ridge in Rochester.

resolution, and will be greeted by Ko | ast year, shareholders owning over
dak Park neighbors, and other activis 10.5 million shares voted in favor of
outside of the meeting calling or this resolution. If you don't own stock,
Kodak to clean up their act. consider attending a media event out-

These two important events ar side in support of the resolution and

coming on the heels of recent ail jemonstrate a need for cleaner air from
monitoring sampling by the Bucke Eastman Kodak.

Brigade which found high levels ol
toxic chemicals in the neighborhoods
bordering Kodak, including acryloni-
trile 1,000 times above the DEC annug
ambient air guideline. These result

“One Struggle- One
Voice”

Third Annual
Meet & Greet

he struggle for clean air and wate
in the neighborhoods bordering
Kodak Park is heating up this spring

% &' (
)

confirm Kodak neighbors’ worst fears
— high levels of toxic chemicals are

On April 21st, the Department of Envi- ¢rossing the fenceline of Kodak Park 0 01 * %
ronmental Conservation (DEC) is hold- gng are entering the surrounding 2 % 1
ing an important public hearing tc community. =
solicit  comments on Kodak's Haz-  The Bucket Brigade is calling for| 3 0 4 %
ardous Waste permit, which allows Ko- more air-monitoring in the neighbor- #0 +
dak to use, store, and burn millions 0 hoods around Kodak, and needs help
pounds of hazardous waste every yes send this message to the DEC. Plea -1+
DEC public hearing- April 21, 2004, join us at this critical public hearing on :
7:00 PM at the Holiday Inn Airport,  Kodak’s hazardous waste permit. &% 2
911 Brooks Avenue, Rochester NY. The pub“c also has the Opportunit)
to submit written comments concerning ,&#
the hazardous waste permit to the DE
by May 3. B
On May 12th, Kodak shareholders ¥ 0
#$ %&&.( will be voting on an important share- 12

holder resolution that could go a long
way in protecting Rochester’s air and

Only a few weeks later, on May yyater. The shareholder resolution
12", Kodak shareholders will be voting "Adopt a Non-Toxic Chemicals Pol-

April 2004 Metro Justice Newsletter page 7



..i's the annual Justice for New York State Farmworkers

Metro Justice
Garage Sale!

Joan Collins Lambert, Justice for Farmworkers Coalitid

or the worker who walked 180 miles from
first Seneca Falls to Albany in support of
. /01 2.3 4!& 502.36 time in the the Act last year, says Bruno is single-
7 2.6 /701!& 04 .188 history of handedly deciding that farmworkers
the New deserve less than other workers in the

York State state.

Legislature, “We are made of flesh and blood,
there are enough votes in both the Asjust like everyone else,” says Solis.
sembly and the Senate to pass the Farnmivwe work hard. We have families. We
worker Fair Labor Practices Act. Now have dreams of a better future. We
only one man stands between farm-deserve to have a day of rest, to be
workers and equal protection under thepaid overtime, and to join a union if

law: Senate Major- we choose -- just
ity Leader Jo¢f “wWe are made of flesh and like everyone else.”
Bruno. blood, just like everyone else. Metro Justice
) * Bruno refuses t § \ne work hard. We have Nas signed onto the
+  $ release the bill t families. We have dreams of aJustice for Farm-
& the floor of the better f.uture We deserve toworkers Coalition
# Senate for a vote. ' . Please join us at a
Farmworket have_a day of r(?s_t, to b(_e p"?“drally and dinner in
4 activists and thei | Overtime, and to joinaunion if g hoart  of the
allies will march tc | We choose -- just like everyonerarmworker Fair
Albany again thic | else.” Labor Practices
) year to call for ] -Salvador Solis, farmworker ~ Act on Friday,
& passage of the Ac April 30, 6 p.m. at
which gives the St. Michael’s
# state’s agricultural workers the sameChurch, 869 North Clinton Street in
& protections that other workers have, in-Rochester. You are also invited to
& cluding the right to overtime pay, a dayjoin the walk to Albany- you can do
* of rest, and the right to form a labora part of the walk or the whole
union. The walk begins May 1 from thing. For more information, call
Auburn, and ends May 10 on the stepsill Abom at Rural Migrant Min-
I I+ 1+ of the State Capitol. The marchers willistry, 637-8360.

be joined in Albany by Arturo

!.|_ (( !+ (7 Rodriguez, leader of the United
Farm Workers of America

(UFW), founded by the late Ce-

3( # I sar Chavez.

< %= ! 58 >%$? “We are asking Mr. Bruno

to do the right thing, and allow

BRING US YOUR STUFF! | the democratic process to move

forward,” says Aspacio Alcan-

Bring Stuff to the Garage tara, director of CITA, the Cen-
162 Crossman Terrace tro Independiente de Traba-
#, jadores Agricolas, or The Inde-
- #l- pendent Farmworkers Center =« 1 10 1
0 Salvador Solis, a farn 8 (0

page 8 Metro Justice Newsletter April 2004



WMD'’s and Faulty Intelligence?

DonN' 1 BLamvE THE CIA

Campaign for America’s Future|

n February 6, 2002, the CIA toldwere destroyed between 1991 and 19

the White House there was "n@s a result of Operation Desert Stof
evidence that Iraq has engaged i@&nd UN actions."
terrorist operations against the United In September, 2002, the Energy D
States in nearly a decade, and thwrtment's technical experts warned t
agency is also convinced that PresideM{hite House that the aluminum tube
Saddam Hussein has not providelaq was seeking —the central basis f
chemical or biological weapons to Althe conclusion that Iraq was reconstitt
Qaeda or related terrorist groups." ling its nuclear weapons program — we
October of 2002, the CIA also "sent twdll-suited to build centrifuges for enrich
memos to the White House voicingng uranium. In fact, Secretary Powe
strong doubts about a claim Presidesven admitted before the U.N. that the
Bush made three months later in th&as controversy over the tubes.
State of the Union address that Irag was In October, 2002,the State Depar
trying to buy nuclear materials inment's Intelligence and Research D
Africa." And in February of 2003, thepartment (INR) told the White Houst
CIA again warned the White Housethat its WMD conclusions were inacct
"We do not have any direct evidenceate. Its report said, “the activities w
that Irag has used the period sindeave detected do not ... add up to
Desert Fox to reconstitute its Weapomgompelling case that Iraq is current
of Mass Destruction programs.” pursuing what INR would consider to b

In September, 2002, the Defense Ir&n integrated and comprehensive &
telligence Agency told the White Houséroach to acquiring nuclear weapons
that there is "no reliable information onfhe Financial Times on 7/30/03 note
whether Iraq is producing and stockpilthat this warning was specifically reite
ing chemical weapons." The report alsated to Secretary Powell during th
said, “A substantial amount of Irag'preparations of his U.N. speech, b
chemical warfare agents, precursorggain was ignored.
munitions, and production equipment While President Bush said Iraq ha

(Continued on page 10)

Metro Justice
Garage Sale
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Got a Card/Picnic Table
or a Van/Pick-up we can
borrow?

325-2560
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(Cintas Continued from page 4)
Teamsters and UNITE launched a bold 1
initiative called "Uniform Justice," thg
supports the Cintas workers efforts to e
a living wage, decent benefits and b3

workplace rights. The joint organizing cafn

paign is a historic alliance between the t
unions as workers that deliver Cintas U

(Don't Blame the CIAContinued from page 9)

e Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVSs) that could

t spray biological weapons on American soil,

H the Washington Post reported on 9/26/03 that
s "the government organization most knowl-

edgeable about UAV programs - the Air

Force's National Air and Space Intelligence
Center - had sharply disputed that notion" to
the White House, but was ignored.

=3

n

forms are seeking to become Teams

laundry facilities are seeking to beco

members and production workers in ’F

UNITE members.
January 7, 2004 -The National Labof

Relations Board (NLRB) issued a com

plaint against Cintas for committin
widespread violations of federal labor la
including threats, intimidation, coercid
and illegal termination of workers. TH
complaint involved four of Cintas’ 300 Ig
cations, covered seven charges and @
result, a hearing was set for April 26, 20(
Stay tuned.

February 13, 2004 -A rally to end
violence and intimidation at Cintas Corp
ration brought together Cintas worke
local clergy, the Rochester Labor-Religi
Coalition, Genesee Area Labor Federati
University of Rochester Students for Sod
Justice, Metro Justice and other member
the community in front of the Cintas pla
to support Cintas workers.

March 4, 2004 — Rally to Expose
Cintas: Rochester's Own Sweatshop"
front of the Cintas plant marks th
Rochester Labor-Religion Coalition’s clo
ing of their annual Labor-Religion fag
They were joined by Cintas worker

€ CNN reported on 2/14/03 that weapons

inspectors told the White House, "they had not

found any weapons of mass destruction." On
2/15/03, the Washington
Post reported that the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency warned the White
House, "we have to date
found no evidence of ongo-
ing prohibited nuclear or
nuclear-related activities in
Iraq."

(MahmoodContinued from page 6)
_Rochester's WROC-TV Channel 8 and
g the Democrat and ChronicleBringing
y the media to the Batavia detention
n center was one of the goals of the
e protest, since INS detention centers
generally like to stay out of the public
IS eye. "The attention makes them ner-
4.vous," Davies said.

Four people entered the detention
. center to talk with Mahmood and relay
S his feelings to the crowd. They said
bn Mahmood is thankful for all the
bn support he has received, and he
ial emphasized that the issue was larger
5 ¢ than just his case.
ht  "There have been 1 million Ansars

[detained] since 1996," Kateel said.
~ Mahmood "feels really, really grateful
'Mthat so many people came out and sup-
ported him over the last two years. He
wanted to highlight the fact that his
situation is not as bad as others in

e
5-
t.
S,

clergy, students and members of fhethere.”

community.

Davies told the crowd that
Mahmood loves to receive letters and
will respond to any that are sent to him.

" % &
| #
$ |
% | #
& #
#
# !
#
! (mIg(
) $ #
" (#
* 4+
$% & % " (!!
il $)'-
#
/[ 01
02
0%+, ,
S
page 10

Metro Justice Newsletter

April 2004



+ 12

(Tax Inequality Continued from page 1)
cans tell us that they treat all individuals equally, it is agmpathat some are
treated more equal than others.

The tax system is rigged in various ways so that the wepllgya smaller
percent of their income than the rest of us. Social Security is one example.

3#)4 Y% 5 "

Close the
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IMF!

& %' (76()
$ *

C $" 706();8
l$-

In New York the wealthy pay less of their
income in sales, excise and property tax than
the rest of us, and when you factor in the
federal offset, they pay considerably less.

The result is that, since Reagan took office
the rich have gotten richer while the rest of us
have seen our incomes stagnate or worse. As
you can see in figure 6, between 1950 and

(Continued on page 12)
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Calendar

Sun., April 4, 3pm, Tikkun Task Force
(Middle East Peace Task Force). 300
Susquehanna Rd, Brighton. Call 399-8393
Mon., April 5, 7pm Debate on Single Payer
Healthcare,Rochester Academy of
Medicine, 1441 East Ave, rsvp 244-4817.
Thurs. April 8, 11.45-1:30am, Taking the
Lead On Lead. AAUW 454 East Ave.

Wed., May 1210am Kodak Annual Share-
holder Meeting DemadTheater on the Ridge
in Rochester.

Tues., April 13, 7:30pm, Looking at Global-
ization through the Marketing and Distibu-
tion of Soft Drinks; Focus on New, Robert
Foster, U of R Anthropology Department.
Abundance Food Store, 62 Marshall Street.
Call Sally McCoy at 647-9256.

Thurs. April 15, 7-9pm, Ending Poverty
Now w/ Willi Baptist and Mary Bricker Jenk-
ins, SUNY/Brockport

Fri., April 16 , 7-9pm, Are you Angry About
Being Poor in Rochester? Willie Baptist,
Mary Bricker Jenkins, Ph.D. Social Work
Professor, Temple University. Baden St Set
tlement, 13 Vienna St. contact Mrs. Brown
442-2408.

Sat., April 17, 9:30am. Tour of Rochester’'s
Toxic Canyon, carpool from First Unitarian
Church, 220 Winton Rd South Sierra Club
244-2625

Sat., April 17, 10am- noon More or Less?
It's Our Economy! Panel discussion featurin
Adolph Reed, Jr. Professor of Political sci-
ence, New School University. NYSUT Con-
ference Center, 30 North Union Street
Wed., April 21, 7pm, DEC Public Hearing
on Kodak’s Hazardous Waste pernhibli-
day Inn Airport, 911 Brooks Avenue,
Rochester NY.

Thurs., April 22, 7pm, Ciudad Hermana
Task Force monthly meeting. First Unitarian
Church. Call 399-8393

Fri., April 23 , 4pm, People in Black vigil.
Twelve Corners, Brighton

Sun., April 25, March for Women'’s Lives,
Washington DC, buses leave midnight Sat
urday 546-2771, ext. 342.

Fri., April 30, 6 pm, Rally and dinner in
support of the Farmworker Fair Labor Prac-
tices Act. Saint Michael's Church, 869 North
Clinton St., Rochester.

Fri., April 16 , 7-9pm, Willie Baptist, Educa-
tion Director of the Kensington Welfare
Rights Union Mary Bricker Jenkins, Ph.D.
Social Work Professor, Temple University.
Baden St Settlement, 13 Vienna St. contac
Mrs. Brown 442-2408.

May 22, 23 9am-5pmMetro Justice Garage
Sale, 162 Crossman Terrace

Continuing
TV Dinner/Indy Media meets Tuesdays, 7pn
167 Flanders Street.
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(Tax Inequality Continued from page 11) smaller fraction of the wealth of higher
1979, a rising tide tended to raise mo earners, so flat rate property taxes hurt the
boats. But since 1980, everything he middle class more.).
changed (see figure 7). Thanks t And this year, when Pataki needed
Reaganomics, the benefits from increases revenue to balance the budget he proposed
productivity and profits have been hogge raising sales and excise taxes and cutting
by the wealthiest Americans. services and public assistance.

The inequality was exacerbated durin  On the other hand, last year Metro
the 90’'s boom, when state legislatures c Justice advocated balancing the Monroe
taxes. Rather than cutting the taxes that d County budget by capturing a portion of the
proportionately hurt working families (sale: Bush tax cut windfall for the wealthiest
and excise taxes) they cut income tax residents of Monroe County.
which disproportionately benefitted the¢ If you are itemizing this year, why not
wealthy (While the wealthy can save an make a tax deductible contribution to a
invest, low income workers typically spen group fighting for progressive taxation-

2,just about everything they make and tho Metro Justice?
purchases are usually subject to sales te ~ We're forming a reading group for David
Excise taxes are typically on a per un Cay Johnston'sPerfectly Legal,a bestselling
basis, -per gallon of gas or pack o &xPose of U.S. tax inequities. Call 325-2560 to

cigarettes- the wealthy don’t use mar join. Some graphs from this article come from
more units, so excise taxes are a small the United For a Fair Economy workshop on

. : “inequality. If your group would like a presen-
fractlo_n of income for the yvealthy. Propert i4tion call John Keevert at 473-0295.
is typically a large fraction of the wealtt
for a middle class family but makes up

Yes!| will join Metro Justice in working for peace apdtice

Levels of support:
_$25 _$35 _$50 _$100 _$500 _$1000
$ (low income: you deterritow much you can afford)

Enclosed is my check for $ payable to “Metrstide”
167 Flanders Street, Rochester, NY 14619

or you can pay by credit card online at www.metstfe.org

: Please Print - Contributions are tax deductible

- Name L
, + Email Phone

: Address

: City, State, Zip




