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Bush'’s “Recovery” Still Stinks

by Campaign for Americas Futu

[though business analysts have been crowing about an
excellent holiday retail season the reality for most

retailers was that they did only slightly better than last

year, the worst year since the last recession. Paul Krugmar
noted in a column that higher-end shops catering to the
wealthy, like Sharper Image and Neiman Marcus, had a very
merry holiday season, while lower-priced shops didn't fare
nearly as well. "Based on these reports, you may be tempted t
speculate that the economic recovery is an exclusive party,
and most people weren't invited. You'd be right.”

Why aren't more Americans sharing in the economic
recovery? In April 2003, President Bush pledged that his "jobs
and growth" package (aka. tax cuts for the wealthy) would
create 1,836,000 million new jobs by the end of 2003 as part
of its pledge to create 5.5 million new jobs by 2004. But as the
Bureau of Labor Statistics reports in January, the economy
added a paltry 1,000 jobs, meaning the White House has faller
1,835,000 jobs short of their mark. All told, more than 2.3
million jobs have been lost since March 2001. The news is not
a big surprise to economists or business journalists.

(Continued on page 10)
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by Jon Greenbau

MJ Annual Meeting Standing Room Only

an age of media consolidation and
vicious far-right talk radio our commu-
nity needs to be able hear the
alternative progressive voices that Amy
Goodman highlights every weekday.
For Metro Justice, working on the
media would also entail monitoring
the current cable contract negotiations
between Time Warner and Rochester.
It's our “air waves” and Time Warner
is legally obligated to provide certain

ver a hundred Metro Justice
embers turned out for the an
nual membership meeting las
month. Old friends shared stories ovg
coffee and goodies and new acquai
tances were struck up. We elected tt,
members of the council (see Spotligh =
on page 5), passed a budget that n Vo,
exceeds $100,000 (we're spendim,
more but members are paying more i -
dues as well), changed our bylaws t
reflect our current operating procedur
(see the Metro Justice bylaws at

priviledge of doing business in our
community. The quality of those
services is up for negotiation and we
want Time Warner to make it easy for
members of the community to make
video productions to be aired locally.

If you would like to join the ad hoc
committees now beginning work on
these issues please call the office 325-
2560.

Two other issues were also popular
and they are featured on page 3.

www.metrojustice.org) and identified
our priorities for the coming year afteg _
a presentation on social change stregesa s S
egy by the organizing staff (Jessg \%
Lenney and Jon Greenbaum). ‘

The group decided between five i
sues and the top vote-getter was t
media which would entail a campaig
to bring Democracy Now! (an excellen
progressive radio program availabl
on-line and on cable access televisiq
channel 15) to a local radio station. i

cable access services in return for the



Metro Justice and the 2004 Elections

by Aaron Michea

he 2004 election, will, perhaps

more than any previous one in our
lifetimes, determine the relationship of
the United States to rest of the
world, and the future quality of life,
both for Americans and humanity.
Candidates differ widely on issues
from the occupation of Iraq to the terms
of regional trade pacts like the FTAA,
from energy policy to healhcare. Are
we entering the era of a new, multi-
sided nuclear arms race? Will the
Patriot Act be extended and supple-
mented by Patriot Act 1I? Will we
move, as a society, to provide health
coverage to over 40 million uninsured
Americans?

At the 2004 Annual meeting of the
membership, a proposal was made the
Metro Justice use the election as the
backdrop to a vigorous public
education campaign. We would draw

on the issues that matter to us as an
organization. This would mean new
publicity for Metro Justice, new
activism within our ranks, and a jump
start to our promotion of social justice
issues like universal healthcare and
anti-imperialism. The proposal sug-
gested, for example, regular entries in
the newsletter, letters to the editor of
the City and D&C, and organization of,
or participation in, public forums with
representatives of candidates. This
proposal was the second highest
vote-getter, and suggested by, the
membership at the meeting. If you are
interested in committee work on this
campaign call at-large Councilmember
Aaron Micheau at 242-0534, or contact
him at writlrge@rochester.rr.com.

from the energy of our own member
and the Rochester community (evider
in the recent successes of groups lik
MoveOn.org) to spur and guide debat

--Don Dougherty, Lynbrook,
"Correspondents' Corner"

New York,

County Revenue
Campaign

Demanding Fair Taxation
in Monroe County

by Bill McCoy

The conservative agenda is for th
state and federal government to ct
taxes for corporations and the rich
thereby creating deficits and fisca
crisis. They can the crises use as cov
to cut funding for healthcare, educatio
and aid to municipalities. Conservative
county leaders like Jack Doyle push fo
regressive taxation policies that ignor
income taxes for the wealthy while
raising sales and cutting services.

We have recently advocated fo
establishment of a tiny income tax the
would have closed the county budge
gap.

We must go further. Thirty years agc

are regressive. Wealthy families are ncticular they found that the fairest way
paying their fair share. We recogniz¢to fund education was to have a county
the wrongness of a sales tax by n(wide income tax to fund all the schools
taxing the basic necessity of food. S in the county.
we should similarly not tax basic cloth- ~ These principles would be a begin-
ing and housing. The state and coun hing for a coalition advocating for a
tax food services, regarding it as ; better budget. If you would like to work
slight luxury. Similarly, sales of expen-on this issue contact Bill McCoy at
sive clothing and housing might be 647-9256.
taxed as luxuries and thus be a progre
sive tax.

The property tax is a misnomer be-
cause it applies only to realestate prop-
erty. A comprehensive property tax
would recognize the other forms of
property such as stocks, bonds and ve-
hicles and thus it would be a pro-
gressive tax.

Thirty years ago the Bureau of Mu-
nicipal Research, then known as the
Center for Government and Commu-
nity Research, published two major re-
ports that confirmed these arguments.
It is interesting to note that this institu-

we advocated for an income tax to fun tion was funded by businesses but in

local government. It was and still is
much fairer. Sales and property taxe

spite of that, their findings revealed a-
undeniable reality of tax policy. In par-
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Representative Louise Slaughter hg
invited FCC Commissioner Jonathal
Adelstein to lead a town meeting
entitled Tell Us the Truth — Who
Controls What We Hear, Watch, an
Read?

Adelstein was a leader in the figh
against FCC chief Michael Powell’s ef
forts to allow corporations to con
solidate control of media outlets. Powe
ignored the massive protest against t
consolidation and pushed ahead with h
gift to the media corporations
Adelstein, however, emerged as an 3
ticulate spokesperson and fearless adv
cate for public control of the airwaves.

All this and more will be discussed or
Monday, March 8", from 7 to 9 PM
at St. John Fisher College’s Kearney
Auditorium . A panel of representatives
from our local newspapers, radio an
television stations will also participate
to listen to your concerns and answe
your questions.

Thousands of Americans Killed on the Job:
No, it isn't Al Qaeda- It's Corporate America

by Jeff Nieznanski

fety experts and some membel
Sf Congress have long argued the

undreds of the 5,000 lives los
each year at work could be saved
employers faced a credible threat
prosecution for violating workplace
safety laws. According to a recen
eight-month study by thélew York
Times a total of 2,197

Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration (OSHA) helps employers avoid
prosecution by downgrading the seri-
ousness of willful violations. A former
regional OSHA administrator attributes
the lack of criminal prosecution of
willful violations as “[a] simple lack of
guts and political will.” OSHA has not
even tracked how often workers were
killed by willful safety violations and in

S
n

)
d

one region in-
workers were killec | These deaths were not merestructe% OSHA  in-
on the job betwee ] accidents. The workers Whospectors notto  ini-

1982 and 2002 be
cause their employe
“willfully” violated
safety laws. This i
more than two third
of the number o
deaths that resulte
- from the 9/11 attac
| on the World Trad
©Center and just as
'S terrible. Due to lax enforcement, only capitation by m
. 16 convictions resulted in jail time for
o-company executives over this 20-yez
period.
It is unconscionable that the federe

were killed on the job from tjzte contact with
causes such as electrocution state law enforcement
being buried alive, and authorities. These
decapitation by machinery deaths were not mere
died because their employersaccidents. The work-
removed safety devices orers who were killed
refused to comply with safetyon the job from
measures. causes such as
electrocution, being
buried alive, and de-
achinery died because
their employers removed safety devices
or refused to comply with safety mea-
sures. Some employers, having escaped
prosecution for a will-
ful death violation,
were later cited again
for another willful
death violation.

In our participatory
democracy, we the
people have the duty to
hold our representa-

n

d

2r

%
"%

"o &
# ()

% &'
" %

tives accountable. It is
totally unacceptable
that OSHA has refused
to refer 93 % of willful
death cases for prose-
cution. Our elected
representatives must
see to it that OSHA
enforces the law by
seeking prosecution of
wrongdoers. Workers
and their families
deserve protection

(continued on page 10)
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Spotlight on the Metro Justice Council

Every month we shine the light on two Metro Justice Council membe

The Rochester Committee
on Latin America
(ROCLA) presents,

TANYA SMOLINSKY, Councilmember at Large

After  serving
awhile as a
Councilmember-at-
large last vyear,

velopment, and
volunteer man-
agement. She
and her partner

Tanya took over the Julie  White,
Membership Com- have led a
mittee chair posi- fundraising ef-

tion when Bob fort for the
Whitman stepped Abundance
down, and then Cooperative
transformed  the Market that has
Membership Com- raised more
mittee into the Organizational than $130,000 in the sale of sharg
Development Committee. She ha With Julie White and a friend, Tany|
presided over our successful drive t opened an earth-friendly yarn store
double our membership and rethink oL the South Wedge (Wild Wools) and
organizational structure. Tanya was th currently on the Executive Committe
Program Director for the Gay Alliance of the South Avenue Business Assoc
of the Genesee Valley from 1993-200¢ tion. Tanya's main interests include t
As Program Director, she was involvet anti-war movement, economic justice i
in advocacy work, grant writing, sues, and environmental issues. S
membership recruitment, implementin¢lives in the city with her partner an
special events, program ditheir two children, Brianne and TJ.

KATIE CASTERN, Councilmember at Large
!ll # $

Katie joined the
council last year and
has begun to work with
John Keevert on the
Treasury Committee.
Last year Katie chaired

the University of
Chicago. Katie
moved to
Rochester from
Chicago in the fall
of 2001 and since

the Metro Justice relo- then has beer

cation committee, active as a volun- " # $%
participated in the Al- teer for the United & *= &0 * "+
ternative Craft Fair Way and the

Committee and helped Judicial Process
organize our 2004 War Commission. She
and Empire Speaker Series. Her pro- currently works for the University o % &

fessional career so far has primarily Rochester's Mt. Hope Family Cent $& :
been spent in the areas of social where she is performs administrati . |
services and policy advocacy for low- work for research projects and works $9%& "&( '

income families. She has an MA in
Social Service Administration with a
concentration in Public Policy from

human services planning and progre
evaluation for the county Dept. @
Human and Health Services.

%
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Bush’s Immigration Policy a Gift to
Corporate America

by Bill Abom

t's no surprise that Bush's immigraindentured servants, an underclass
tion proposal announced last mont workers, who are given no political of
was welcomed by major busines:economic voice and reduced protec
interest groups across the countrytions under the law. Many businesse
Why? want guestworkers because they ca
Under the President's proposalthey can fill low-wage dangerous jobs
Congress would create a new andrive down wages and benefits for a
expanded temporary foreign workers, deport and blacklist workers
"guestworker"yg ) , who complain, and
program. A perso | “The president's plan creates ggngq workers
from another country | @ large group of indentured home when they
whether living here o | servants, an underclass ofare no longer
abroad, could gain workers, who are given no needed.
temporary, nonimmi § political or economic voice...” Bush and the
grant work visa if he neoliberal
or she finds an employer willing to establishment are duping us this tim
sponsor them. When the temporarwith a nice humanitarian dose o
employment ends, that person woul "helping" poor undocumented workers
not have a right to stay in the US. gain a "legal status" so they no longe
The US has experimented witlk have to live in fear. The fact that the
guestworker programs in the past anPresident's proposal would grant
they've failed miserably causing gree"legal status” means nothing if it doe

harm to workers, families, and not guarantee equality i.e. slavery w

State of the Union
Watch Party

- Doug Noble

The new Peace Action and
Education task force, in
coordination with similar Peace Act
tion events around the country, hel
its first annual State of the Union
Watch Party at School Without
Walls on January 20. Most of u
agreed we could not and would not
have watched the speech without
such a marvelous support group.
With plenty of popcorn and
balloons on hand, 35 MetroJustice
commiserators groaned, laughed,
tossed dimes into Ted Wilcox’s
huge brass kettle at every Bush |
and outrage. Vicki Lewin Ryder led
our thoughtful discussions, an
Windsor Wade was our SWW host.
Channel 10 was there, too, so th
event and our reactions to Bus
made it on the 11 o’clock news.
Thanks to all for making the event
huge success.

o

=

D

communities. The president's plan itonce a "legal status" too.
short creates a large group o This proposal is no help for

undocumented workers who have been
living, working, paying taxes, and rais-
ing their families in the US. The
proposal provides no pathway to per-
manency or citizenship. Why would
someone participate in a program with
the strong likelihood of being sent
home in the near future?

Guestworkers, denied the same
rights as domestic workers, are forced
to tie their fate to their employer
"sponsors" who could ship them home
for speaking out and reporting
violations or abuses at work.

As for farmworkers, the majority of
undocumented individuals in the
Rochester area, the president's proposal
effectively derails the Agricultural Job
Opportunity, Benefits, and Security
(AgJOBS) Act. (S. 1645, HR 3142)
which would provide hope and a path
to residency and citizenship for thou-
sands of undocumented farmworkers.
This Act is a reasonable compromise

(Continued on page 12)
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Nutre la Vita (Life is Joy): Corporate Profiteers
Getting Caught Around the Globe

by Y.A. DeCarlc

Not long ago, European chiefof the Bucanero LLC bank, which
executives insisted that the corpotranslates to “black hole” in Italian.

U.S. Medical System Puts
Profits Before People

by Bill McCoy

ow long will we as a nation allow
conservatives to claim that we

rate scandals at Enron, Worldcom, The family-owned and operatec have the best health care in the world?
Tyco et al couldn’t happen in Europe.conglomerate, with production plants According to the Organization for
But now Europe is suffering similar and huge sales circling the globe, i Economic Cooperation and Develop-
deceptive accounting practices withfacing financial ruin and can take thement, 10 women will die for every

one of their mega-companies. The un-
folding Parmalat story now makes it
obvious that the lack of corporate
accountability is a global problem.

While it's true that the best things in
life are simple joys, such as milk and
cookies; sometimes the milk is sour
and the cookie crumbles.

Nutre la Vita; Life is joy is the

100,000 births in the US. The Swedish
national health care system has a ma-
ternal death rate that is ten times lower.
This difference is as dramatic as it
is horrifying. It is testimony to the
failure of US health policy. But corpo-
rations decide health policy based on
profits, not on health outcomes. In a
letter to the faculty of the University of

slogan of the Italian dairy and foodwalk of shame with the likes of Enron, California, the Chief of the Irvine
giant, Parmalat. Based in Parma, Italy\WWorldcom and Tyco International. Hospital wrote "We can no longer
this international corporation produces The Securities and Exchange¢tolerate patients with complex and
milk, Silk soy milk, fruit drinks, Parkay Commission has sued Parmalat fc expensive-to-treat conditions being
margerine and owns Sunnydale Farmsjeceiving investors and Mr. Tanzi wa: encouraged to transfer to our group.”

Black Diamond Cheese and Archwayarrested on suspicion of fraud According to an article in the New

cookies. embesslement and false accounting. England Journal of Medicine and the
Parmalat’s founder Caliston Tanzi Richard Alcaron, Senate Majority Journal of the American Medical
along with his son Whip, is addressing the Association, HMO's have a record of

brother and boar § The family-owned and corporate accountabil- taking in healthy people and letting go
members hav | operated conglomerate... isity issue with a bill of the sick. Additionally, investor-
been helping then [ facing financial ruin and called the Directors owned HMO's provide lower quality
selves to too muc § can take the walk of shame Duties bill, or the Code care for a wide variety of health
‘joy of life.” In K with the likes of Enron for Corporate Respon- procedures, from immunizations to pap
November,  Par R \worldcom and Tyco sibility (SB17) which smears to eye exams. The elderly and
malat defaulted o International would broaden the du- the poor in particular, had worse
a $185 million ' ties of corporate di- outcomes under HMO's than under
bond payment, rectors to include pro- Medicare. The records show that
prompting auditors and banks to scrutitecting the public interest in specific HMO's direct heart surgery patients to
nize the company’s accounts. It wasreas, including: the envirnment, hu hospitals with higher mortality rates.
then discovered that managers had imman rights, public health and safety Finally, there is a correlation
vented assets to offset some $16.2 bidignity of employees and the welfare o between higher death rates at for-profit
lion in liabilities and falsified accounts the communities in which the corpora hospitals and cost cutting policies that

over a 15 year period, forcing thetion operates. Under current law, corresult in fewer nurses per patient.
$9.2 billion company into porate directors are only legally re Millions of Americans are at risk of
bankruptcy last December.  sponsible to act in the best interests (inadequate, low quality health care or

By the end of last year Tanzi hadthe corporation and its shareholder: early death because of the conversion
admitted that he knew the company’smainly requiring them to maxomize to private and for-profit health care.
accounts had been falsified.profits, which seemingly is the source Conservatives have hammered
Prosecutors are still trying to unravel aof the recent disastrous corporat home the fiction that the free-market is
complex multilayered web of financial behavior. the answer to all our problems. The
transactions and they suspect that . ~ result? While the rest of the developed
Tanzi grabbed hundreds of millions forY: A- DeCarlo recently joined Metro Justice \yor|d jmproves the health of their

. ._after reading MJ membeGloria Osbourne’sop ... .
his own use. One of those deals ing i, e Dac. citizens, Americans are worse off than
volved Citigroup done via a subsidiary (Continued on page 10)
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Report From Nicaragua

The Ciudad Hermana hunger, migration, growth of violence
Task Force of Metro Justice etc.

has has a relationship with  For the poor, little or nothing
El Sauce Nicaragua for changes. The corruption of politicians
about 15 years and we of-is the worst of the evils and epidemic
fer the following letter as a that attack our country. Combatting
sobbering snapshot of acorruption is still very difficult in
committed Sandinista work- Nicaragua, especially in what has to d
ing with our task force. with the judicial system. There is a lo
Mayra Sirias has been the of demagogy on the part of the govern
staffperson of the Ciudad ment and the leaders of the mai
Hermana Task Force in El political parties, there is great cynicisn
Sauce, Nicaragua since 199C about dividing up "the pie." As for the
Before then, she coordinated visits cleft in Nicaragua (the Sandinista party
international solidarity groups for theonly a rotting caricature remains, ir
government. Mayra was one of the oftotal decay.
ficials who welcomed the first As for those of us who have
Rochester delegation to El Sauce iseparated ourselves from the pacts
January, 1988. the elites hungry for power, some folc
Mayra coordinates our projects ir their arms, having lost hope; others @
El Sauce, such as the water projectus look for forms of struggle in the
the scholarship fund, and the revolviniextensive women's movements, in th
loan fund. This letter to her friendsfeminist organizations and networks o

gives a flavor of the difficulties in women; this is my situation;
Nicaragua today. If you are able t¢ | am cofounder of a collective of
support Mayra's work on our behalf feminist women in Leon, | am membe
please send a check to Metro Justicof the coordinating commission of the
with a memo "Mayra Sirias fund." network of women against violence, ir
which we carry out many activities in

Dear Friends, .
¢ the struggle for women, against hunge

A big hug from this warm land o o
lakes and volcanoes. and for social justice.

| hope that you are all enjoying . | continue wo_rklng on my projects
health and tranquility. This year was'" the countryside, es_peC|aIIy W'.th
one of extremes in my personal life N0S€ that solve basic necessitie
One one hand, much happiness, lov drinking water, projects of revolving
and accomplishment, and on the othe funds with cattle and hens, reforeste
much sadness and grief: the greate tion, scholarship project for students.
loss was the deaths of my partner ar 1@ve some 200 elementary school ch
one of my best friends; in less tha dren on scholarships, and leadersh
three months, both disappeare projects for women. The organization
physically from }ny life. | work with are solidarity organizations|

The greatest happiness was th and don't have large resources

graduation of my daughter from higt nonetheless, | value the direction of ou
school with excellent grades and th WOrk and the ways in which they man

completion of her first year in the 29€ their resources, which are very e

university, to start the study of civil fective. _
engineering in 2004. Well, dear friends, | say goodbye

In respect to Nicaragua, the Wishing you much success in the

economic situation of the poorfuture_z_
continues as before: unemploymen  With greatlove, Mayra

The Rise of the Religious

Right in American Politics
Is Theocracy coming to a

government near you?
by Dick Fitts

“theocracy n., form of govern-
ment by God or god directly or
through a priestly order” (Oxford
Dictionary)

Is that how you think a country
should be run? The Ayatollah an
the senior clerics in Iran are very
resistant to more democratic forms;
many people here worry that Iraq
could disintegrate into a theocracy.

Guess we don’t have to worry
about that form of government
coming here — or do we?

o

#
“‘Don’'t be so sure” says Joan
Bokaer, Director of Theocracy:-
Watch, a Project of the Center for
Religion, Ethics and Social Policy
(CRESP) at Cornell University.
Joan Bokaer has done consider-
able research on the words and
actions of the religious right. Her
presentation, entitledVho’s in Con-
trol in Washington? The Rise of the
Religious Right in the Republican
Party makes the case. You can catch
Joan’s presentation next month.

)l
First Unitarian Church,
220 Winton Road South

Free Admission
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Indicators of Severity: executives have stepped up the There are also the 1.5 million people
According to the Economic Policy threats to send even more jobs to Ind who want a job but didn't look for one
Institute, the jobs crisis is "the first time and China. "There is no job that isin the last month. Nearly a third of this
in which there was not a full recovery o America's God-given right anymore," group say they stopped the search
jobs within 31 months after the said Carly Fiorina, chairman of Palc because they were too depressed about
recession began." Currently, "the¢Alto information technology giant the prospect of finding anything.
average length of unemployment i:Hewlett Packard. The threats come ju: Officially termed 'discouraged,’ their
almost five months" and "help wanted' weeks after Reuters reported, "U.S number has surged 20% in a year. Add
advertising has declined by more tha corporations are picking up the pace i these three groups together and the job-
20% since earl o shifting  well-paid less total for the U.S. hits 9.7%, up
2002. Poverty ha | IBM plans to ship "4,700 echnology jobs to In- from 9.4% a year ago." And the
increased two yea | high-end jobs to India and gia, China and other "segment of the labor force that has
in a row, the firs | China next year while AT&T |ow-cost centers, but been jobless for more than 15 weeks
time that has haj | is quietly moving 1,900 they are keeping quiet has risen nearly 150% since 2000. The

pened in at least | employees to India. Andfor fear of a back- current level is the highest since the
decade and la j department heads at lash.” . Morgan Stan- recession of the early 1990s. Nearly
month, a U.S. Cor | Microsoft were told to ley estimates the one-quarter of the jobless have been
ference of Mayor | "Think India," number of U.S. jobs unemployed for longer than six

outsourced to
will double to about

report indicated the
American cities saw

India months."

The Spoils: Who's benefiting, then,

a 19% increase in demand for eme 150,000 in the next three years. Anefrom the expansion? "The direct gains

gency food for the hungry.
The Real Indicators:

lysts predict as many as two millio

rare going largely to corporate profits,

U.S. white-collar jobs such as program which rose at an annual rate of more

While the Administration has touted the mers, software engineers and applicithan 40% in the third quarter."

growth of the gross domestic producttions designers will shift to low cost

the most important indicators to thecenters by 2014." For example, IB
middle class are not so bright. As EF plans to ship "4,700 high-end jobs
notes, high-paying jobs are bein¢india and China next year,"” whil
replaced by lower-paying jobs. Over tht AT&T is quietly moving 1,900 emA
past two years, "expanding industrie ployees to India. And department heg
paid $14.65 per hour, while contractincat Microsoft were told to "Think In-
industries paid $16.92[In New York dia," and to "pick something to mo\
new jobs are paying 38% less then th offshore today. "While
jobs we are losing - Ed.The average tives have bragged that their cos
wage rose a measly 0.8% in the thir saving measures are good for t

(Workerscontinued from page 4)

L from employers who blatantly and
| knowingly disregard safety. To fight
 this terror on the job, we should demand
from Congress that the penalty for will-
. ful violations be increased from a mis-

exec( demeanor to a felony.

E MJ member Jeff Nieznanksi is a former labor
organizer and is currently in law school

Fa

quarter of 2003, even though GDP ros economy, offshoring companies "afe

by 8.2%. And "with overall joblessness paying Chinese wages and selling
remaining relatively high, employers U.S. prices," said Alan Tonelson,
probably won't be handing out large pa the U.S. Business and Industrial Col
increases." According to the Russe cil, a trade group for small busines
Sage and Rockefeller foundations"They're not creating better living sta
"almost one American worker in five dards for America."

reported having been paid less than §Scarcity of Jobs:

an hour in 2001. That works out to les Too many Americans still can
than $17,000 a year even if you worlfind meaningful work. While thg
full time. And many low-wage workers official jobless rate is 5.9% it's also g
earned considerably less than $17,0( "artificially rosy" number. According
because they were unemployed for pato the LA Times, "There are the 8
of the year, worked less than 40 hours million unemployed, defined as thos
week or earned less than $8 an hour." without a job who are actively lookin
You Can Always Move To India: for work. But lurking behind that grou
With more and more white-collar jobs are 4.9 million part-time workers...wh
being exported, the San Francisc say they would rather be working fu
Chronicle reports that

corporate time — the highest number in a decadl

¢ (Health CareContinued from page 8)

' before.

r Can we deny it any longer?

C

I The facts and figures in this article

were taken from a fascinating slide

show presentation that members of the

t Interfaith Healthcare Coalition are in-
terested in taking on the road to

r business and other groups. It is a great
way to get people thinking about the

7health care situation. Can we present

¢the slide show to your group? Call

y 325-2560

D
0 Bill McCoy represents MJ to the Interfaith
| Healthcare task force
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“Children get your culture..”
-Bob Marley

Join us for a memorable evenin
of oral histories of local activist
organizations and leaders as your
and old unite to remember and
renew our historical traditions for
progressive social change.

—

Potluck dinner followed by oral
histories from local activists and
movement folk songs by Charlie King
& Karen Brandow, ending with a send
off ritual for the bus riders leaving for
the Global Day of Protest

iBASTA! ENOUGH!
END THE WORLD BANK!

END THE IMF!
- Peter Mott

Y ou can help.

The April 22-25 Mobilization will

mark the beginning of the end of thes

institutions.

What's the #1 cause of worsenin

poverty worldwide? Corporate
globalization.

Global Day of Action!
End the Occupation of Iraq

by Doug Noble

he new Peace Action and Education

Metro Justice is gearing up to sen
hundreds of local folks to New York City
for a Global Day of Action against Wa
and Occupation on March 20th, the ong
year anniversary of the US bombing an
invasion of Irag. Major protests are
already set for New York, San Francisc
and Chicago and the key sponsor of tf
event, United for Peace and Justice,
enlisting support from the Europea

J SocialForum and the World Social Forur

to ensure there will be broad-based worl
ide protests on that day. March 2 wi
mark the reappearance of what the Ne
York Times called the world’'s “other su-
perpower,” regerring to the millions
across the globe who protested the imm
nent invasion of Iraq last February 15.

Other groups involved in organizing
and supporting the March 20 Global Da
of Action include Military Families Speak
Out, Veterans for Peace, US Laba
Against the War, Racial Justice 911
People of Color Against the War, and N
in Our Name. A.N.S.W.E.R. will also par-
ticipate in the March 20th activities.

In addition to reasserting worldwide
opposition to war and occupation, th
event will call specifically for an end to
the occupation of Iraqg and to Bush’
militaristic, preemptive foreign policies.
The US protests will also expres
opposition to the homeland war, includin
golitical arrests, detentions, spying an
raical and religious profiling authorized by
the Patriot Act. It will call for an end to

ass detentions and deportations
immigrants and a stop to massive militar
spending amidst huge cuts in domest

What's the #1 cause of lost Kodalg,:ia| and economic services.

jobs? Globalization/Neoliberal-
ism/"free” trade.

Whatever one’s views on the most af
porpriate solution to the Iraq occupatior

What's the #1 problem in the livesis Global Day of Action affords us all ar

of Latin Americans(Globalization.

opportunity to say, in one huge voice, wg¢

What's the #1 target of the world-the other superpower, are sitll here, st
wide grassroots movement — witlstrong, still opposed to war and occup

10 million marchingXeoliberalism.

(Continued on page 12)

tion, and we will not go away until our
ends are achieved.
See you in New York City.

Did you know...

Before the 1970s, you could
only buy condoms from a phar+
macist? They were stored be
hind the counter and you had t
ask for them!

Before 1972, it was illegal in
many states to sell contracep
tives to unmarried people?
Before 1973, it's estimated that
5,000 to 10,000 American
women died each year from
unsafe, illegal abortions?

O

The current administration
would love to turn back the clock on
reproductive freedom.

* nn +

)/

' )1 2

National sponsors for this event
include the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, NOW,
NARAL-Pro-Choice America, the
Feminist Majority and the Nationa
Council of Jewish Women. The
goal is to have 1,000,000 pro-choice
people marching on the Mall in
Washington on April 25

Metro Justice is one of several
local sponsors. Buses will leav
Rochester on the evening of Satur-
day, April 24° and return late on the
25". Tickets are $20 for students
and $60 for non-students, with a
sliding scale for those with limited
financial resources.

For more information about the
March for Women’s Lives, to
volunteer, or to reserve a seat on a bus,
e-mail our local Planned Parenthood
at march@pprsr.org or call 546-2771,
ext. 342.

1)
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Calendar

Sun., Feb 11-7pm Film, La
Commune (Paris, 1871). Dryden
Theater, Eastman House

Wed., Feb 4 7pm ROCLA meeting,
Downtown United Prebyterian
Church, 293-3194

Sun., Feb. 153pm, Tikkun Task
Force meeting, 300 Susquehanna
Road, Brighton, 399-8393

Mon., Feb 16 7:15pm MJ Councll
meeting. Open to MJ members. Pleas
call 325-2560 if you have and item for
the agenda.

Sun., Feb 21Labor Lyceum, Building
Worker Power in Tough Times featur-
ing Pat Domoratz, NYSUT and Denis
Young, PEF, NYSUT, 30 North Union
St. Rochester

Thurs., Feb 26,Ciudad Hermana
Task Force meeting, Unitarian Church
220 Winton Rd. S.

Fri., March 5, 5:30 ROCLA Annual
Rice & Beans Dinner and White Dove
Awards. Downtown United
Presbyterian Church 121 N. Fitzhugh
Sat., March 6 8:15am-3pm Interna-
tional Women’s Day Knowledge and
Empowerment Conference, NYSUT
Building, 30 North Union St.
Rochester.

Sun., March 7, 3:30pm, The Rise of
the Religious Right in American
Palitics: Is Theocracy coming to a
government near you? First Unitarian
Church, , 220 Winton Road South
Mon., March 8, 7pm, Town Meeting

on the FCC w/ Jonathan Adelstein, St.

John Fisher, Kearney Auditorium
sponsored by Louise Slaughter

Fri., March 19, Progressive Celebra-
tion, 6:30-10:30, Edgerton Community
Center, 41 Backus St.

Fri., March 19, buses to NYC for
Global Day of Action. Leave mid-
night. Call for reservations 325-2560.
Sun., March 21, 2pm, No Child Left
Behind? Interfaith Impact Forum w/
Joe Morelle and David Silver, First
Unintarian Church, 220 Winton Rd. S
244-5111.

Sun., April 25 March for Women’s
Lives, Washington DC, buses leave
midnight Saturday 546-2771, ext. 342
Continuing

TV  Dinner/Indy Media meets
Tuesdays, 7pm, 167 Flanders Street.

e
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(GlobalizationContinued from page 11) The World Bank is back to funding
- What's the infrastructure of all this' socially and environmentally destructive
The World Bank, IMF, World mega-projects: dams (causing forced
Trade Organization, “free’ trade relocation of people), commercial logging

agreements, regional and private in tropical forests — and water privatization.
banks ’ Help end global economic injustice driven

How many of these are democrati by the policies and programs of interna-

by th les’ ‘tional financial institutions!
Run y the peoples’ represent  cyncel qll impoverished country debt
tives?NONE.

to the World Bank and IMF * End all
Some background World Bank and IMF "structural
INTERCONNECT (the Rochester adjustment"  policies * Stop all World
based national newsletter for 1700 Lat Bank  support for socially and
America solidarity groups) asked Lenvironmentally —destructive projects
Maryland economics professor Herme ~ Full funding for the Global Fund to
Daly (author ofBeyond Growt} “Can f|ght AIDs, tuberculoss,_ :_md_ malaria
the World Bank. IME and WTO b End §upport for trade initiatives that
’ undermine access to affordable and
reformed...or should’)’}/ve cIc:se the generic HIV/AIDs drugs
Shoev;lr? dir\]sn S;?]g St\;?:'osglly\.lvitﬁlc;sie Peter Mott is the ROCLA rep to the MJ Council
effort based on federated internationa
ization (the original Bretton Wood:
Conference idea).”
The opportunity (Immigration Continued from page 7)
April 22-25 in DC, when the Worlc based on long and hard fought negotia-
Bank/IMF meet, a massive protest tions in Congress and has received

planned. widespread bipartisan support.
Recent victories against Neoliberal- Don't be fooled. The President's
ism. proposal should be rejected. We cannot

WTO shutdown in Cancun. allow Congress to implement such a

FTAA severely weakened in Miami.  morally bankrupt immigration policy.

Costa Rica dropped out of CAFTA (Th Urge your congressional representatives
bCentr?IdAmgr|cg Free TrIa?e ﬁ]greemen;, to reject the president's proposal and
e voted on in Congress later this spring).

Uruguay, Brazil, Bolivia, Argentina,SUpportthe AgJOBS Act
Venezuela: all with new anti-neolibere

. Metro Justice member Bill Abom works on
democratic leaders.

farmworker issues.

.............. %.. ....................................................

Yes! | will join Metro Justice in working for peace apdtice

Levels of support:
_$25 _$35 _$50 _$100 _$500 _$1000
(low income: you detemrivow much you can afford)

$

[_]1Enclosed is my check for $ payable to “Metrstide”
: 167 Flanders Street, Rochester, NY 14619

or you can pay by credit card online at www.metstfte.org

: Please Print

: - Contributions are tax deductible

: Name -
: Emaill Phone

: Address

: City, State, Zip




