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Metro Justice News
“Democracy requires eternal vigilance.”

You will soon be receiving a mailing asking you to
renew your membership in Metro Justice.  Over the past year
we have doubled our membership.  We mean to hold on to this
growth as well as go that much further in the coming year.
Your continued membership is important for a number of
reasons.  Relying primarily on funding from our members
allows us to remain independent and therefore better capable
of addressing the issues important to our membership.  Each
member contributes annual dues, the amount is voluntary.  It is
important that we retain and grow the membership because it
speaks to the political impact our organization has when we
address issues with elected officials who make the decisions
that lead to policy change.

Once you’ve renewed your membership or joined
come to the annual meeting on Saturday January 17th to elect
the Council members for the upcoming year, enact the budget,
and help forge our agenda for 2004.  We have made a great
effort to increase member involvement in the work of the
organization, from volunteering in the office and at
fundraisers, to organizing and joining new taskforces, we need
to know what you are interested in doing. If you haven’t
already please join our hundreds of active members by giving
us a call to find out how you can into the action (325-2560).

Metro Justice has endorsed two local campaigns, sign-
ing on with the “$5.15 is not enough” coalition campaign to
raise the state minimum wage (see page 3) and joining the
Rochester and Genesee Valley chapter of the New York Civil
Liberties Union in their campaign to protect our civil rights by
urging the Rochester City Council to enact a resolution re-
asserting our constitutional rights.  Please sign the petition on
page 4. We also welcome the newest Metro Justice task force,
the Peace Action and Education Task Force.  See page 6 for an
article by Doug Noble describing their work.

Poor People United, another new task force, made
headlines on Thanksgiving with their building takeover to raise
awareness about the situation faced by the homeless as well as
the lack of a County initiative to address this problem. See
page 6 for Claire Olsen and Charles Kellum’s account of the
action

The Alternative Crafts fair was a huge success.
Dozens of members came out to help make this year’s fair the
(Continued on page 11)
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2-4:30pm
2-2:30 schmooze time, hors d’oeurves

and  beverages

Agenda for the Annual Meeting:
I. Meeting opening, Kelli Cronin
II. Introduction and housekeeping, Amy Pitt

and Jon Greenbaum
III. State of the Organization, Amy Pitt
IV. State of the Metro Justice Budget, John

Keevert
V. Revision of the By-Laws, Amy Pitt
VI. Nomination and election of Council mem-

bers for 2004, Amy Pitt
VII. Beyond Speaking Truth to Power, Jon

Greenbaum and Jesse Lenney
VIII. Presentation of Issues,

· Media – Mike Connelly
· Corporate Personhood – Jon Greenbaum
· Privatization of Water – Kelli Cronin
· Voter Education Related to the

2004 Presidential Election – Aaron Micheau
· County Revenue Coalition – Bill McCoy

IX. Straw Poll on the Issues
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It was bigger and better than ever . . . and it
was fun also!  We had more space and more tables
at our 22nd Alternative Craft Fair making it our
largest fund-raiser for the year.

With increased attendance we sold more
gifts and food than ever before. Our vegetarian
fare was varied and delicious and people seemed
to have good time!  The Storytelling Guild and the
Golden Link folk singers added lots to the atmo-
sphere.  On top of all that, we provided a real
alternative to the shopping mall experience.

All this would have been impossible with-
out a ton of volunteers.  There were 80 to 90
people who made lasagnas and desserts before-
hand, worked in the parking lots, at the entrance
doors, at our tables, or in the church kitchen.

That's a very sizable percent of our membership.
To each of you, a big 'Thank You!’

Comments by folks are always good.  One
lady walked by the kitchen, and said the only thing
she liked more than seeing a man in the kitchen,
was seeing five men there.  We smiled.  One man
told us he had two food traditions: turkey at
Thanksgiving and veggie lasagna at the Alterna-
tive Fair.  We smiled.

Despite all the positive aspects, there are
challenges for next year as well.  Some folks said
it was too crowded.  Some cars could not get into
the parking lots.  There were several other groups
and vendors that wanted a table, but we had no

more to provide. We might have to
consider a                                         larger
venue next year to accommodate the
increased interest.

We still have a limited number
of cooperative games.  They're great
gifts during the year, especially on
birthdays, as well as for the holidays.
Teachers and day care providers recog-
nize their value too.  If  you're inter-
ested in what's available, please call
me at 244-2074

Fred Schaeffer is a member of the
Metro Justice Executive Council and is
the Chair of the Fundraising

Alternative Craft Fair a Big Success
- Fred Schaeffer
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A new coalition unveiled a
statewide campaign to raise New York’s
minimum wage, saying “$5.15 is Not
Enough”  Besides Metro Justice, the
coalition includes ACORN, the Brennan
Center for Justice at NYU Law School,
Citizen Action, the Community Service
Society, the Fiscal Policy Institute, Jobs
with Justice, the New York Immigration
Coalition, and the Working Families
Party. Coalition members expressed con-
fidence that an increase in the minimum
wage would be become law in 2004.

“The minimum wage is not
enough to keep a family out of poverty in
New York, even when the breadwinner
works full time,” said John Roche,
Associate Professor of Economics from
St. John Fischer College. “Raising the
minimum wage would directly benefit at
least 500,000 low-income New York
households.”

“$5.15 an hour is an affront to
hard-working New Yorkers,” Mazie
White, Executive Board Member of the
Working Families Party said.  “You
can’t get by—much less get ahead—on
a wage that is under the poverty level.”

Twelve states and the District
of Columbia currently have minimum
wages above the federal minimum of
$5.15. These include Connecticut
($7.10), Massachusetts ($6.75), Rhode
Island ($6.15) and Vermont ($6.25).

“Raising the minimum wage
isn’t just good for low-income workers:
it also pumps money back into the local
economy, fueling job growth and eco-
nomic rebirth in our upstate counties
that need it most,” said Jim Bertolone,
President of the Rochester Area Labor
Federation.

A bill to increase the minimum
wage to has passed the Assembly in

each of the past four sessions. Last
year, 13 Republican members of the
State Senate promised to support
such a bill if it reached the floor of
the Senate.

Coalition members indi-
cated that this year’s bill would in-
crease the minimum wage to at least
$6.75, and would strengthen en-
forcement by allowing local govern-
ments, as well as the state, to police
minimum wage violations.

“These are people that are
doing right by their families.  They
are working hard and playing by the
rules. But we as a society are doing
them wrong.” said Reverend Ray-
mond Graves, President of United
Church Ministries.

Metro Justice Joins Coalition to Raise New York State Minimum Wage
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to safe and legal birth control and
abortion for all women?

Then you should plan to be on
the bus to D.C. for the March for

Choice on April 25th, 2004!
National sponsors for this

event include the Planned  Parenthood
Federation of America, NOW,
NARAL-Pro-Choice America, the

Feminist Majority and the National
Council of Jewish Women.  The goal is
to have 1,000,000 pro-choice people
marching on the Mall in Washington
on April 25th.

Metro Justice is one of several
local sponsors.  There will be buses
leaving Rochester on the evening of
Friday, April 24rd and returning from
D.C. late on the 25th.  Bus tickets will
be reasonable with rock-bottom prices
for students.

For more information about the
March for Choice or to reserve       a
seat on a bus, e-mail our  local
Planned Parenthood at
march@pprsr.org or call 546-2771,
ext. 342.

Got a sneaking suspicion that
your reproductive freedom is under at-
tack?  Did you get the creeps in
November when you saw the photos of
George W. gleefully signing the ban on
partial-birth abortion (since blocked by
the courts as unconstitutional) with a
clutch of old white men behind him?  

Do you think that maybe the
current movement to give fetuses full
legal personhood is really more about
laying a groundwork to limit women’s
choices than about a deep concern for
the newly conceived?

Were you disheartened when
Bush reinstated the Global Gag Rule
shortly after his “election,” thereby
denying U.S. aid to family planning
agencies around the world that even
tell their clients that abortion is an
option?  Do you want to ensure access
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Metro Justice has joined the Rochester and Genesee Valley chapter of the New York Civil Liberties Union by endorsing their
campaign to protect our civil rights by urging the Rochester City Council to enact a resolution reasserting our constitutional

rights.  We encourage you to sign the following petition and return it to:  Bill of Rights Committee. 121 N. Fitzhugh Street
#300 Rochester, NY 14614.

For more information please contact the Rochester and Genessee Valley Chapter of the New York Civil Liberties Union at
585.454.4334 or at info@gvclu.org

Keep Rochester Safe and Free
A call to Residents, workers, and Visitors of Rochester to

Defend the Bill of Rights

As residents of the state most impacted by the tragic events of September 11, 200, we acknowledge the need for heightened
security measures to protect the public safety.

However, we have grave concern that in the name of national security, our government has taken actions that imperil funda-
mental rights and liberties in the United States.

Therefore, we urge the members of the Rochester City Council to adopt a resolution seeking the repeal of those portions of the
USA PATRIOT ACT that restrict or infringe various civil rights and liberties recognized and guaranteed by the Constitution
of the United States.

Name Street Address/Zip Email / Phone

Name Street Address/Zip Email / Phone

Name Street Address/Zip Email / Phone

Local Youth in Action
-Mike Freeman

The Rochester Youth Action
Network (RYAN) formed this
November to give a voice to
concerned high-school age youth in
the Rochester area. The group was
founded by Pittsford-Mendon High
School seniors Kelly Miller and

Aaron Rubin and Fairport High
School junior Michael Freeman.
RYAN’s stated goal is to work for
peace, equality, and human rights on
a local, state, national, and global
level.

The group made its first
public appearance on December 9th
at the sixth annual Human Rights

Day Celebration at the
Downtown United Pres-
byterian Church. At the
event, Miller and Free-
man, along with     several
students from Pittsford
and Fairport, performed a
series of short plays de-
scribing the ways in
which the USA PA-
TRIOT Act violates
Americans’ human rights.

The  performance was well received
by all.

RYAN is now in the plan-
ning stages of the “Wise Up CD
Project”, which aims at bringing
information about issues
surrounding peace, equality, and
human rights to area teenagers in a
more way more palatable to the
average teenage tastes than books,
flyers, or teach-ins: music. The
group plans on working with local
high-school age musicians to
produce an album that will make
their peers more aware of problems
the world around them, and what
they can do to help.

The group is currently looking
for new members. If you are inter-
ested in joining, helping out, or just
have questions, contact RYAN at
rochyouth@email.com.
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most brutal repressions of free speech
in recent  American history).

One trip around the room made
it apparent how rich our community is
with talent and energy; ideas and pas-
sion. As dinner was finishing up the
Rochester Raging Grannies filled the
stage with a rousing reveille.

The panel discussion was

opened by Barbara de Leeuw, execu-
tive director of this year's lead organi-
zation, The Genesee Valley Chapter of
the New York Civil Liberties Union.
She introduced members the Rochester
Youth Action Network (RYAN), a
group of students who performed a
series of satirical skits on the theme.
Keynote speaker, Thomas Tobin
(Deputy Editorial Page Editor for the
Democrat & Chronicle) spoke passion-
ately on the importance of working to
reverse the so-called "Patriot Act" and
restoring ALL our civil liberties. His
presentation was followed by remarks
from Mary Boite, Bill Abom, Yasmin

The call for basic human rights
& the restoration of civil liberties in our
community went out on December 9th,
2003 and Metro Justice members helped
lead the way! Indeed, hundreds of
citizens from a wide array of organiza-
tions gathered together to support the
annual Human Rights Day vigil event
this year.

When Alliance for Democracy-
Rochester organizers first planned what
has since become an annual re-
dedication to the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights
(UNUDHR) in 1998 we were celebrat-
ing that document's 50th anniversary.
This year the theme was civil liberties:
"Are They Coming For YOU?! What
does the 'USA Patriot Act' mean for you
and your organization?"

As a result of the work done by
a dedicated team of eight organizers
(Mary Boite, Barbara Deming, Martha
Howden, Barbara De Leeuw, Sue
Mihalyi, Gail Mott & Hank Stone) from
eight different groups, nearly 120
organizations co-sponsored the largest
and most successful local UNUDHR
re-dedication event ever!

At 5:00pm on the 9th nearly 100
people gathered outside Rochester City
Hall, faces glowing above vigil flames,
to listen to Green Party of Monroe
County chair, Jason Crane's, stirring in-
troductory remarks. Afterward, more
than thirty activists read the UNUDHR
& Earth Charter document one section
at a time and then ambled across North
Fitzhugh street to the Downtown United
Presbyterian Church to join about 200
others for a community potluck dinner
and panel discussion.

While a couple of hundred
event participants each offered their
tasty    contribution to the communal
dinner table numerous activists like
Metro     Justice organizer, Jesse Lenney
stood by at information tables ready to
share their vision for a better commu-
nity. Local Indy Media organizers
played a video tape they had recorded of
the most recent anti-globalization
protests in Miami (said to be one of the

United for Human Rights
- Rome Celli

The United States wastes more
money on its health care bureaucracy
than it would cost to insure everyone who
currently lacks coverage, according to a
New England Journal of Medicine study
that compared the health systems of the
United States and Canada. On average,

(Continued on page 10)

New England Journal of
Medicine Publishes Single
Payer Study- Woeful US
System Pales in Comparison
- Zubin Pastakia, Dollars and Sense

Kabir, Pat Mannix, John Keevert, John
Perry Smith and Ken Maher.

The event culminated, as it
always does, with a tangible action that
could be taken by all the event partici-
pants right there in the room. In this case,
a petition calling for the restoration of
civil liberties in our community was
circulated.

Work for next year's event is
already underway. If you would like to
learn more about the local Human Rights
Day vigil event, please visit:
www.RochesterAlliance.org/Index_files/
H u m a n _ R i g h t s . h t m .
Contact information as well as copies of
the UNUHR & Earth Charter are also
available at that address.
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Why Not Use Vacant Buildings to House the Homeless?
- Claire Olsen

Peace Action and
Education Taskforce of
Metro Justice
-Doug Noble

proven to be very difficult.  And we
need the community’s help, including:
a facility to house 20-30 people each
night until May 31, funds to pay for
rent and utilities, cots, blankets, sleep-
ing bags.

PPU is asking the community
to support this effort.  If you have
questions please contact  Caroline
Brown at 442-2480, or send checks
payable to Poor People United to:

Metro Justice
167 Flanders St.

Rochester, NY  14619

Poor People United is
dedicated to continuing
its efforts to seek solu-
tions for poverty,    pro-
vide direct assistance to
those in need, and op-
pose     government
policies that harm the
poor.  Our warming sta-
tion is an example of

direct    assistance to the homeless.  A
warming station is a tent and portable
heaters that we erect on very cold
nights to provide shelter and hot food

for the homeless.  We can move the
tent to various places around down-
town to prevent confiscation by the
police.  We are continuing talks with

On the night after Thanksgiving,
a block away from Rochester’s Liberty
Pole, members and supporters of Poor
People United held a rally in support and
solidarity with the homeless and occu-
pied an abandoned building.  Our mes-
sage was simple: there should not be
unutilized, abandoned buildings in
Rochester while people are forced to
sleep on the streets at night.

According to Charles Kellum, a
formerly homeless member of Poor Peo-
ple United “I felt like, for the first time in
a long time, we had a place to stay.  Even
if it was for an hour, on a day in Novem-
ber, the homeless had a home.  It felt like
a home.  Since May we’ve been trying to
get an emergency hypothermia shelter,
and that night, for one hour, we had one.
We hope that one day we can extend that
hour to all night, seven days a week.
When the police arrested me, it shattered
that feeling, and reminded me, for the
homeless in Rochester, a home is still a
dream.”

Poor People United was started
in May and has tried to make that dream
come true.  An emergency hypothermia
shelter is a shelter from the months
November through May.  Its purpose is to
prevent the homeless from freezing at
night.  There are no curfews, no
admissions restrictions.  All you have to
be is cold.  A simple idea that at the
beginning felt easy to accomplish but has

county and city officials with the hopes
of providing an emergency        hy-
pothermia shelter for this winter.
Claire Olsen is a member of Poor People
United

This past year, Metro Justice
has played a pivotal role in the dynamic
antiwar and peace actions of this
community, thanks to the strong
leadership of MJ staff organizers. Now,
with Metro Justice involved in many
simultaneous initiatives, such as recent
state and county budget fights and
welfare cuts, several Metro Justice
members have stepped up to provide
that leadership, creating a new Task
Force to assume primary responsibility
for Metro Justice peace and antiwar ini-
tiatives. The new Task Force, called
Peace Action and Education, was unani-
mously approved at the MJ Council
meeting on December 15, 2003.

The Task Force will be working
on several fronts: (1) Coalition work
and mobilization infrastructure; (2) Ed-
ucation, both political self-education
and more general public education; and
(3) Strategic campaigns and initiatives.

Task Force coalition work
might include the building of liaisons
with local and national peace and anti-
war groups, as well as organizing

(Continued on page 7)
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MetroJustice members and other com-
munity activists to work on ongoing
Task Force initiatives. The Task Force
will also utilize MJ       infrastructure -
data bases, phone banking, media con-
tacts, etc. - as needed to mobilize for
demonstrations, bus trips, and other ac-
tions.                                                  

The Task Force would like to
sponsor and coordinate political self-
education events on antiwar issues for
local activists, such as the recent Social
Forum, regional peace retreats, and the
speaker series that brought to town
Doug Rokke, Michael Klare and Ray
McGovern. In addition, the Peace Ac-
tion and Education task force hopes to
coordinate events for more general pub-
lic education on these issues, through
community meetings and local speakers
and panels. The Task Force could pro-
vide a secular complement to faith-
based groups locally, offering a geopo-
litical, anti-imperialist perspective on
peace and antiwar issues. Its focus
would be both short-term, reactive to
immediate events, and long-term, pro-
moting peace (and peace education) and
offering critical analysis.

The Task Force is also consider-
ing involvement in direct action strate-
gic campaigns. One possible campaign
might involve affiliating with national
Peace    Action and working on its
legislative    campaign for a new foreign
policy opposing arms sales, nuclear
weapons and unilateralism. Affiliation
with Peace Action would provide a
strong national focus (such as that
provided the Middle East Peace Task
Force through its affiliation with
Tikkun), as well as  immediate access to
national resources, networks, and
speakers. Another strategic campaign
under consideration would     oppose the
threatened reinstatement of the draft,
through a City Council resolution,
actions against military recruitment and
ROTC in schools, and reconstituted
conscientious objector counseling.

Anyone interested in working on
peace/antiwar issues is welcome to
contact Task Force Liaison, Doug Noble at
442-3383 for more information.

(Peace Action Continued from page 6)

demanding unemployment benefits and
jobs.

In the November raid, CPA
troops said they found two guns in the
union's office, which was only permitted
to have one. Hadi explained at the time
that the organization has been the subject
of threats and fatwahs by Iraqi religious
parties, and needed weapons for self-
defense.  Hadi and Salih were released
after being detained for a day.  Both the
Union of the Unemployed and the IFTU
have been organizing Iraqi workers for
months. The IFTU held a convention in
Baghdad in June, at which it established
unions in 12 industries. The Unemployed
Union belongs to the Workers Unions
and Councils group, which also has been
organizing since last summer.

As many as 7 million people, or
70 percent of the workforce, have no
jobs, according to the Unemployed
Union. Some go hungry and sometimes
become homeless. Although Congress
appropriated $87 billion for reconstruc-
tion, Dr. Nuri Jafer, the deputy minister
of Labor and Social Affairs says he can
find "no country willing to fund our
plans" for a minimal system of unem-
ployment benefits.

Work may be proceeding on
pipelines and ports for oil exports, but
huge piles of war rubble lie untouched in
Baghdad streets. U.S. funding in Iraq
pays for an overwhelming military
presence and the transformation of the
Iraqi economy. Both are intended to
make the country attractive to foreign
investors. When these new unions try to
talk with the plant managers, however,
they're told that a 1987 law forbids work-
ers in  state-owned enterprises (where the
majority of Iraqis work) from forming
unions. The CPA still enforces this
Saddam-era law. Another order issued by
the CPA on June 6 threatens that anyone
who "incites civil disorder" will be
detained as a prisoner of war under the
Geneva Convention.

Editor's Note: There's another kind of
battle being waged in Iraq -- the
struggle for worker's rights. Iraqi
union organizers say the U.S. authority
is working against them.

U.S. occupation forces in Iraq
escalated their efforts to paralyze Iraq's
new labor unions with a series of ar-
rests in December.  On December 6,
according to a union spokesperson in-
terviewed by phone, a convoy of 10
Humvees and personnel carriers de-
scended on the old headquarters
building of the Transport and
Communications Workers union, in
Baghdad's central bus station, which
has been used since June as the office
of the Iraqi Workers Federation of
Trade Unions (IFTU). Twenty  soldiers
jumped out, stormed into the building,
put handcuffs on eight members of the
Federation's executive board, and took
them into detention. "They gave no
reason at all, despite being asked over
and over," says IFTU spokesperson
Abdullah Muhsin. Soldiers painted
over the name of the federation on the
front of the building with black paint,
Muhsin says.

The union had few resources,
"but we did have a few files, and they
took those," Muhsin adds. Ironically,
the office had posters on the walls
condemning terrorism, which soldiers
tore down in the raid.  Although the
eight were released the following day,
there was no explanation from the
Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA),
the U.S.occupation government in Iraq,
for the detentions.

The bus station raid followed
the detention of two other trade union
leaders on November 23 -- Qasim
Hadi, general secretary of the Union of
the Unemployed, and Adil Salih, an-
other leader of the organization. Hadi
had been arrested twice before by
occupation troops, for leading
demonstrations of unemployed workers

U.S. Arrests Iraqi Union Leaders
- David Bacon, Pacific News Service
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Once again, Monroe County
has dragged itself through the painful
process of passing its annual budget.
The experience has not left anyone
feeling especially proud of or satisfied
with our community, our legislators or
ourselves.  However, we can gather a
bit of comfort from the fact that we’re
far from alone; the same pain is being
felt in other little places all over the
country.

Communities all over the
country are suffering because of an
increasingly pervasive conservative
agenda playing out on the federal level.
This agenda, which is responsible for
the deep and regressive tax cuts of
recent years, holds that government
should redistribute wealth so that the
rich will get richer and that deficits
should be used to create a crisis in
order to shrink government programs. 

The followers of this agenda,
such as County Legislature Republican
Majority leader Bill Smith, a member
of the far-right Federalist Society, seek
to     isolate the advantaged classes but
care little about solving social prob-
lems.  This agenda ensures that as a
country, we’re not working toward a
better   future; instead we’re on a harsh

course   toward
increased in-
equality and the
despair, hope-
lessness and
crime that
follow.
     S h r i n k i n g
the  federal
government’s
role as a funder
of social  ser-
vices is one of

main objectives
of the conserva-

tive agenda.  As block grants and simi-
lar strategies have increasingly pushed
more responsibility onto the state and
local governments, counties are being
squeezed. And as New York state at-
tempts to prop up our failing private

having a larger uninsured population
with little or no access to preventive
health care would ultimately cost much
more. That we also need the Safety Net
program is undeniable in light of the
overall weakness of our local economy
and the astonishingly high rates of child
poverty and chronic unemployment in
some areas of our county. However,
Republican Majority Leader Bill
Smith’s proposal to have the Rochester
City government cover the costs of its
own Safety Net populations illustrates
how the conservatives want to scapegoat
the poor for the problems caused by
larger social forces, such as the massive
downsizing by local corporations. This
possibly illegal strategy was taken off
the table when it was found to be catas-
trophic to the budgets of not only the
city of Rochester, but those of the towns
of Greece and Irondequoit as well.

Monroe County must continue
to pay for these programs in 2004, but
other cruel and unwise cuts to services
for children and families were made.
First, there is the egregious elimination
of the school nurse program in the city
schools.  Second, there are cuts to
specific contracts with local social
service providers resulting from a
political stand-off between Doyle and
the Democratic legislators who blocked
the selling of some bonds. These con-
tracts purchase preventive case manage-
ment and therapeutic services to fami-
lies at risk of having their children
placed in foster care and pregnant
women at risk of delivering premature
and low birth weight babies.  The con-
tracts had already been significantly re-
duced in 2003.  No doubt Doyle thought
the Democrats would bend because of
the sheer cruelty of his proposal, but the
County legislators ended up passing
most of his cuts.  As a result, about $4.8
million will be cut from contracts for
these preventive social services in 2004.

These cuts are unwise for two
reasons.  First, these are cost-effective
programs that have been shown to
prevent much larger costs down the
road.  For example, the presence of
nurses in the city schools, where
students suffer from high rates of

(Continued on page 9)

Lessons from the 2004 Monroe County Budget
By Katie Castern

health care system by expanding
Medicaid eligiblity without proper fund-
ing, the costs to counties across New
York State have risen precipitously and
are projected to grow by 15% annually
over the next few years.
  In fact, rising Medicaid costs are
often cited as the number one reason for
Monroe County’s budget deficit. Of
course conservatives like Republican
Party Chair Steve Minarik would like to
use increased Medicaid costs as an ex-
cuse to force our government to retreat
from providing   access to health care
(rather than   overhauling the system to
guarantee health care for   everybody).
          In addition
Monroe County is
also increasingly
footing the bill for
cash assistance for
poor families.  In the
past, needy families
with    children could
turn to AFDC, the
federal     entitlement
program for cash as-
sistance.  With the implementation of
welfare         reform in the 1990s, they’re
now served in our state through a combi-
nation of time-limited Temporary Assis-
tance, paid for through a federal block
grant, and the Safety Net program,
largely funded on the local level.  Al-
though the Doyle administration pro-
jected a decrease in need, the reality was
that in 2003, the number of Monroe
County families receiving financial assis-
tance from DHHS actually increased..

The local budget crunch caused
by this shift of responsibility enables the
conservatives to vilify social service
programs. However, our community
needs these programs.  Cuts to Medicaid
would devastate our community and
although it is viewed solely as a benefit
for poor families, the Center for Govern-
mental Research points out in a recent
report that low income children and
adults make up 59% of the Medicaid
population but account for only 22% of
Medicaid costs.  Most Medicaid spend-
ing serves seniors and the blind and dis-
abled.  And as  expensive as Medicaid is,
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chronic conditions such as asthma,
often prevents the need for vastly more
expensive interventions such as send-
ing children to emergency rooms  The
per-family costs of the programs
designed to keep children out of foster
care are peanuts compared to the cost
of maintaining those children in foster
care placements. The cost of the case
management, prenatal counseling and
health care provided to a mother by the
Baby Love program, which lost all
county funding, is miniscule in com-
parison to the tens of thousands of
dollars that taxpayers can easily spend
on the care of a single premature infant.

The second reason that these
cuts are unwise is that they make
Monroe County miss out on significant
matching funds from the state and
federal governments.  During this
year’s budget debate, the Children’s
Agenda, a local advocacy group work-
ing for the interests of the community’s
children, issued a report detailing how
local spending on children’s programs
brings additional dollars into our
county. The school nurse program, now
completely cut, received 36% of its
budget from the state. The other pre-
ventive services for families also draw
down matching state and federal spend-
ing, so the recent cuts are even deeper

(County Budget Continued from page 8) than they first appear.
The new service cuts are

especially cruel   because they’re not
necessary; they were just the lowest
fruit on the tree.  At the same time that
Monroe County is taking nurses out of
the schools that need them most,
wealthy suburbs are enjoying free law
enforcement
courtesy of the
M o n r o e
C o u n t y
S h e r i f f ’ s
Depar tment .
Wo r t hwh i l e
services for
our most vul-
nerable popu-
lations were
cut in 2004 not
because of any
careful plan-
ning or reason-
ing about
what’s best for our county, but because
the Legislature was desperate for a
quick fix and the current political cli-
mate accepts this kind of boneheaded
policymaking. The recent steep prop-
erty tax hike, passed with not a single
Democrat in the room, was obviously
also not the result of careful planning.
After all, the new Republican County
Executive was just elected almost en-

Response to the recent budget
actions (and inactions) of the Monroe
County Legislature has focused, as might
be expected, on their result: calamitous
cuts in human services, accompanied by
increased property taxes, the proper justi-
fication for which should have been the
maintenance of those very services.
Perhaps just as important as the outcome,
though less discussed, was the process
itself.

What we witnessed was not
deliberation but partisan paralysis:
-  Democrat legislators were excluded
from or abstained from participation in
the budget discussion
-  in the absence of debate Republican

TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION
- Jon Garlock

tirely because of her promise not to raise
property taxes.

This knee-jerk style of
operating cannot continue.  We need to
realize that the legislators and the
County Executive work for us and de-
mand that our community be
strengthened through some thoughtful
planning. We can’t sit still and dread the
process of passing the 2005 budget; we
need to ensure that the County
legislators and Executive formulate
some real plans.  If service cuts need to
be made, they should be carefully
considered so that the cuts made hurt the
least and do not cause greater costs
down the road. All possible avenues for
consolidating county services need to be
explored and we need to make sure that
services are funded through the most
appropriate revenue streams.  We need
to come to terms with the fact that the
Safety Net population cannot be simply
tossed aside and we need a solid plan for
dealing with continued growth in
Medicaid costs.

It’s too late for 2004, but if we
start now, we may have just enough time
to get a real plan for 2005.
.

Katie Castern is a member of the Metro
Justice Council

colonists protested being taxed by the
British parliament, to which they
elected no representatives. Taxation
without representation, they argued,
was tyranny. If today our legislators no
longer fully consult (with us and with
one another), if they do not openly
deliberate, if they do not vote freely
and collectively, then the taxes they
impose on us are a form of tyranny.
The tyranny of authoritarian one-party
rule in the modern state is called fas-
cism.

Sadly, the undemocratic
behavior of our county legislators is
neither an innovation nor an aberration:
it reflects the conduct of Congress it-
self.  Such conduct, considered
together with other current disenfran-

(Continued on page 11)
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legislators secretly developed a bud-
get plan in their caucus
-  in their caucus Republican legisla-
tors were pressured to act en bloc.
-  because Republicans had sufficient
votes to adopt their party¹s plan, they
excluded Democrats from voting on it
-- why bother?
-  and Democrats, by not effectively
challenging their exclusion, by not
making the hijacked process an issue
of public discourse, made themselves
complicit in the outcome.

Such a process effectively
disenfranchises the electorate! (And
they wonder why citizens don’t bother
to vote!)

Revolutionary American



Metro Justice Newsletter January 2004page 10

A Resolution for Middle East
Peace
Whereas we recognize the         human-
ity and fundamental decency of both the
Israeli and Palestinian people, and wish
to see them living in peace with each
other, side by side in a safe Israel and a
safe Palestine,

And Whereas we abhor acts of
terror, violence and denial of human
rights,
   And Whereas the continuation
of this conflict is destructive to the peo-
ple of the Middle East, counter to the
best interests and values of the United
States, and might contribute to an in-
crease in Anti-Semitism and anti-Arab
prejudices,

Be It HEREBY RESOLVED
THAT THE CONGRESS OF THE
UNITED STATES URGES THE
PRESIDENT TO:
Seek an immediate end to violence and
terror in the Middle East by introducing
an international buffer of genuinely un-
biased and neutral forces to separate and
provide protection for Israelis and Pales-
tinians and meanwhile use the resources
of the U.S. to bring about the following
resolution of the conflict:
   (a) Return of Israel to its pre-1967
borders, with minor border modifica-
tions mutually agreed upon (following
terms already agreed to by both parties
at Taba in 2001 that would allow Israel
to retain Jewish sections of Jerusalem
including the Jewish Quarter of the Old
City and the Wall and allow Palestine to
include Arab sections of Jerusalem
including its al-Aska mosque).
   (b) Creation of an economically and
politically viable, democratically gov-
erned and human-rights respecting
Palestinian state in all of the pre-1967
West Bank and Gaza including East
Jerusalem
   (c) An international fund to provide

The Tikkun Task Force is a contin-
uation of the Committee for a Just Peace in
the Middle East Task Force. “Tikkun Olam”

Tikkun Community. The following resolution
expresses the opinion of the national Tikkun
community which the local task force
supports.  The next meeting of the Tikkun
Community will be  Sunday, Feb. 15, at
3pm, 300  Susquehanna Road in Brighton.
Call 399-8393 for more info.

Tikkun Task Force
by Michael Argaman

is Hebrew for “repairing the world” or
“healing the world”. Tikkun is the name of
a bimonthly magazine and a movement that
deals with many issues, of which a just
Middle East peace is prominent. The
Tikkun Task Force is  affiliated locally with
Metro Justice and nationally with the

compensation for Palestinians and to
assist in resettling Palestinian refugees
inside the borders of the new Pales-
tinian state, and to provide compensa-
tion for Israelis who fled from persecu-
tion in Arab lands, and to resettle
Israeli settlers within the pre-1967
borders of Israel;
            (d) Recognition by surrounding
Arab and  Islamic States of Israel and the
Palestinian state and treaties assuring
peaceful political relations and lasting
economic cooperation;
   (e) Sharing by  Israel, Palestine and
surround-
ing Arab
states of
the water
and other
resources
of the area
and joint
c o o p e r a -
tion to pre-
serve the
r e g i o n ’ s
ecological well-being;
   (f) Active participation of Palestine and
Israel, in cooperation with international
forces, to protect both countries from the
inevitable violence and terrorism that will
continue after this peace agreement has
been implemented—recognizng that
some groups will continue to use vio-
lence against Israel even after it has re-
turned to its pre-1967 borders or against
Palestine even when its government and
the majority of its people seek to live in
peace with Israel;
   (g) International guarantees of the
safety and security of both Israel and
Palestine, either through bilateral mutual
defense agreements with the United
States, or some similar arrangements
with a credible international force which
will protect Israel and Palestine from any
states or terrorist groups which have hos-
tile intentions;

Americans pay $752 more annually to-
ward administrative health care costs than
Candadians do. Why the disparity? In
Canada's single-payer system, the   gov-
ernment of each province simply pays the
bills for all its citizens. The United States
has a complex  “multipayer" system with
countless private insurance plans, each
with its own regulations on coverage, eli-
gibility, and documentation. This system
generates huge administrative overhead
costs for things like   marketing, under-
writing, and corporate services for the
health insurance firms, all of which are
absent in public systems. As a result, 31%
of US health care  expenditures go toward
adminsitrative costs- nearly double the
rate north of the border.

Adopting a single-payer national
health-insurance system would generate
saving of $286 billion per year, according
to the study. That would be more than
enough not only to insure the nation's 41
million uninsured, but to adequately cover
the underinsured as well. Ironically, the
United States is the only industrialized
country lacking  universal health insur-
ance coverage, yet it spends the most (as a
percentage of GDP) on health care costs.
There's no doubt that its private mulit-
payer system needs  radical surgery.

(Single Payer Continued from page 5)

   (h) The creation of institutions in both
societies designed to eliminate the teach-
ing of hatred and stereotyping in the me-
dia, religious communities, and educa-
tional systems, and to replace them with
education and social practices aimed at
building a foundation for future trust and
cooperation between the Israeli and Pales-
tinian peoples and fostering repentance for
past violations of human rights and a new
spirit of reconciliation, recognition of the
humanity of the other, and generosity to-
wards each other.
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most successful in the 22 years that we
have been hosting the fair. Kudos go to
Fred Schaeffer for his leadership in
pulling off the event. See page two for
photos and Fred’s write-up.

Metro Justice participated in
Human Rights Day again this year,
members joined the vigil and read from
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.  We distributed information at
a table at the event that followed the
vigil (see Rome Celli’s article on page
5).  A new group called the Rochester
Youth Action Network (RYAN) cele-
brated the event with a presentation
dramatizing the affects of the Patriot
Act (see Mike Freeman’s article on
page 4)   Where we can, Metro Justice
members have continued to help
RYAN out with their work in our
ongoing efforts to encourage political
involvement by youth. Keep up the
good work RYAN!
 The March for Choice in
Washington, DC is one upcoming
event you should keep on your
calendars for April 25th.  Metro Justice
will be lending our support to the effort
of Planned Parenthood to mobilize
Rochesterians to get on buses for this
action (see page 3).

Through our email alerts
around the County Budget we were
able to generate hundreds of emails to
county legislators urging them to reject
Doyle’s budget and involve many new
people in our organization. See articles
by Katie Castern (page 8) and Jon
Garlock (page 9).

As you renew your Metro
Justice membership this year, please
give us your email address so we can
communicate with you more effec-
tively. Many of you get our weekly
email action alerts.  We can now in-
clude faxes and emails to local repre-
sentatives in the email so you can now
work with us for social change in two
minutes, in front of your computer.
Please, if you have changed your
email address, include it with your
dues payment.

(Organizers’ Report Continued from page 1)

Our prosperous American
lifestyle depends on importing 38% of the
energy we use.  Oil powers much of indus-
try, heats homes, and fuels our cars.  But it
is also critical to agriculture.  When the oil
is gone, “life as we know it” will end.

Geologists believe that within this
decade, the amount of oil recovered per
year will peak, and start to fall for the first
time.  In the next decades, the world’s
supply of oil will run out.

Natural gas and coal can substi-
tute for oil, but there are problems.  Like
oil, these are fossil fuels.  Once they’re
gone, they’re gone.  Also, burning them
adds carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, to
the atmosphere.

To achieve energy sustainability
we must wean ourselves from these finite
fuels.  That will require technology and
infrastructure to harvest renewable energy
from the sun and wind.  We’re not talking
about a symbolic effort.  Because of the
amount of energy  involved, we need a
new industrial age—a renewable energy
revolution.

Ninety three percent  of our
energy supply is unsustainable.  What
renewable sources can take their place?
Wind power is growing rapidly, because
modern turbines can produce electricity at
competitive cost.  Solar power has still
more potential.  In a sunny area like the
southwest U.S., an area 28 miles square of
photovoltaics could produce a quad of
energy per year.  In theory, the state of
Nevada could supply America’s 100
quads per year from the sun alone.

Electricity from wind and sun can
be passed through water (electrolysis) to
make hydrogen gas. Unlike electricity, hy-
drogen can be stored, and transported with
minimal losses.  Hydrogen releases pure
water when it burns, without climate-
changing CO2.

The political tide for renewable
energy is turning, as if to coincide with the
2004 election.  Two new coalitions have
burst on the scene.  The Energy Future
Coalition and the Apollo Alliance are
bringing together business, labor and
environmental interests, to expand renew-
able energy, promote hybrid and hydrogen

chisement       strategies - election theft,
redistricting, recalls, curbs on political
action, campaign  financing  - reveals
an accelerating drift to the right of a
sharply polarized society.

In this context it may be useful
to recall the words of President-elect
Bush (reported in The New York
Times on December 19, 2000) follow-
ing his meeting with the House and
Senate majority and minority leaders:
“I told all four that there were going to
be som  e times where we don’t agree
with each other, but that’s O.K. If this
were a dictatorship, this would be a
heck of a lot easier.” Chuckling, he
added, “Just so long as I’m dictator.”

Jon Garlock is a member of Metro
Justice

(County Budget Continued from page 9)

Renewable Energy Revolution
 - Hank Stone

fuel cell cars, increase building efficien-
cies, invest in “smart growth”, and
more.

These groups have packaged
their messages in terms of business
profits and jobs.  Hundreds of billions of
dollars in new business, and 1-2 million
good jobs.  And,
by the way, en-
ergy indepen-
dence from the
Middle East.

 A        re-
newable      energy
revolution should
be a key unifying
issue for
Democrats in the
2004       election.
All the Democrat
presidential hope-
fuls are with the program to some ex-
tent.

The wind and sun can supply
all the energy we need, for the indefinite
future.  With a small fraction of our
$400 billion military budget, we can
jump-start an enormous new industry
for America, supplying at least a million
new jobs, and make the U.S. energy
independent.

Let’s get this done before the
oil is gone.

Hank Stone is a member of Metro



Metro Justice of Rochester, Inc.
January 2004 Vol. XXVIII, #1

167 Flanders St., Rochester, NY 14619, (585)325-2560
www.MetroJustice.org  Email metroj@frontiernet.net

Metro Justice is an independent, grassroots, progressive, membership organization, seeking a peaceful and just
society.  We work for human rights, total equality, and economic and environmental justice by raising          com-

munity awareness and engaging in non-violent direct action.

 Metro Justice News is published monthly

Current task forces and coalitions are:
· Social Welfare Action Alliance
· Corporate Welfare / COMIDA
· Globalization Taskforce
· International Women’s Day
· Interfaith Healthcare Coalition
· Ciudad Hermana-Sister City Task Force
· Rochester Committee on Latin America
· Rochester Tikkun Community
· TV Dinner / Indy Media
· Metro Justice Newsletter
· Poor People United
· Peace Action and Education

NON-PROFIT
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE
PERMIT #1812

ROCHESTER, NY

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Metro Justice of Rochester
167 FLANDERS ST. SUITE D12
ROCHESTER, NY 14619

METRO JUSTICE COUNCIL
Amy Pitt (President)
Kelli Cronin (Vice President)
Doug Noble (Secretary)
John Keevert (Treasurer)
Fred Schaeffer (Finance)
Tanya Smolinsky (Organizational Development)
Charles Kellum, and Carolyn Brown (Poor People
United)
Ron Linville (TV Dinner / Indy Media)
Peter Mott (ROCLA)
Susan Ruhlin (Social Welfare Action Alliance)
Michael Argaman (Rochester Tikkun Community)
Phil Schaefer (Ciudad Hermana Task Force)
Council Members At Large: Katie Castern, Judy Grad-
ford, Bill McCoy, Aaron Micheau
Rosemary Scipione (Newsletter  Coordinator)
METRO JUSTICE STAFF
Jon Greenbaum & Jesse Lenney (Organizers)
Shelley Cochran (Office Manager)

Yes! I will join Metro Justice in working for peace and justice
Levels of support:

 _$25  _$35  _$50   _$100   _$500   _$1000
                 __$ _____(low income: you determine how much you can afford)

   Enclosed is my check for $____ payable to “Metro Justice”
167 Flanders Street, Rochester, NY 14619

Please Print           - Contributions are tax deductible-

Name______________________________________________
Email______________________________Phone___________
Address_____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________

or you can pay by credit card online at www.metrojustice.org

Calendar
Thurs., Jan 8th, 7pm Informational Meeting,
People for a Better Bus Station, Gleason Audito-
rium, Rundell Libray, downtown Rochester con-
tact pfabbs@frontiernet.net
Tue., January 13th, 7:30pm Dwayne McCulley
will speak on the effects of nutrition on Diabetes
at the Abundance Coop, 62 Marshall Street. Call
Sally McCoy, 647-9256 for details.
Sat., January 17th.  Metro Justice Annual Meet-
ing, 2:00-4:30pm, Unitarian Church, 220 Winton
Rd. S.
Mon., Jan. 19th, 6:30pm, Bucket Brigade
Training, learn how to monitor air pollution,
Dewey Ave Presbyterian Church, 1261 Dewey
Ave. call (716)885-6848
Jan., 24th & 25th in Washington DC, The
National Conference on Organized Resistance
featuring workshops, panel discussions, skill-
shares, tabling for dozens of radical groups, polit-
ical demonstrations, and benefit concerts.  Go to:
www.organizedresistance.org. To carpool contact
Chris at: 342-6851
Sun., Feb. 1st, The Choices & the Environment
Taskforce of the First Unitarian Church Social
Responsibility Council Forums on first Sundays
of the month, 12:30pm in Room 110 include:
February 1st, Gayle Mosher, MD of the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics on child health;
March 7th, Steve Aronson of our local Planned
Parenthood will talk on attacks on reproductive
choice and the April 25th March for Choice in
DC.  Later in April , NYS AG Elliot Spitzer will
speak in our hall and dozens of local environmen-
tal groups will table at the Choices & the Envi-
ronment annual environmental forum and fair.
For more details contact Hal Bauer at 335-2623.
Sun., Feb. 15th, 3pm meeting of the Rochester
Tikkun Community (The Middle East Taskforce
of Metro Justice) at 300 Susquehanna Road in
Brighton.
Sun., March 21, 2pm, "No Child Left Behind?
Show Me the Money!" Interfaith Impact of NYS
Briefing with David Silber, Chief Accountability
Officer Rochester City School, and Assembly-
man Joe Morelle. First Unitarian Church, 220 S
Winton Rd., info: 442-5111.
April 2-4 (registration deadline Feb. 16) Train-
ing to prepare activists to facilitate nonviolence
training sessions in preparation for future actions
in Ithaca. The training is geared toward those
with some experience in nonviolent direct action/
civil disobedience rather than to newcomers.
Jess Maxwell: jess@peacecouncil.net
Syracuse Peace Council, 315-472-5478
Continuing
TV Dinner/Indy Media meets Tuesdays, 7pm,
167 Flanders Street.
The Rochester Campus Action Network (RCAN)
meets 6 PM Wednesdays at RIT's Student
Alumni Union. Open to students and young
adults. For information contact: chrispow-
ers@hotmail.com


