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The Nightmare is Here

Stewart Zamudio, was quite literally the poster boy 
for the Army National Guard (seen above in a National 
Guard advertisement). Zamudio served in the military 
for six years, but attended the September 15 protest 
in Washington DC, with the message that Americans 
should NOT enlist to serve in Bush's war in Iraq. 
Zamudio is now opposed to the war, pointing out that 
even General Petraeus seems to doubt  the Iraq war is 
keeping the United States safer (in his Senate testi-
mony Petraeus said he wasn't sure if the war is mak-
ing the U.S. safer- Petraeus then realized that he had 
gone off the script and flip flopped). Zamudio says 
that if Generals can be used in Bush's photo ops that 
soldiers in uniform have the right to speak out as well.  

By Bob Herbert, New York Times
We've heard from General Petrae-

us, from Ambassador Crocker, and on 
Thursday night, from President Bush. 
What we haven't heard this week is any-
thing about the tragic reality on the 
ground for the ordinary citizens of Iraq, 
which is in the throes of a catastrophic 
humanitarian crisis.

President Bush may not be aware 
of this. In his televised address to the 
nation, he warned that a pullout of U.S. 
forces from Iraq could cause a ªhumani-
tarian nightmare.º

A trusted aide should take the presi-
dent aside and quietly inform him that 
this nightmare arrived a good while ago.

When the U.S. launched its ªshock 
and aweº invasion in March 2003, the 
population of Iraq was about 26 million. 
The flaming horror unleashed by the 
invasion has since forced 2.2 million of 
those Iraqis, nearly a tenth of the popula-
tion, to flee the country. Many of those 
who left were professionals marked for 
death ± doctors, lawyers, academics, the 
very people with the skills necessary to 
build a viable society.

The Iraq Ministry of Health reported 
that 102 doctors and 164 nurses were 
killed from April 2003 to May 2006. It 
is believed that nearly half of Iraq's doc-
tors have fled. The exodus of health care 
professionals in a country hemorrhaging 
from the worst kinds of violence pretty 
much qualifies as nightmarish.

While more than two million Iraqis have 
fled to other countries, another two million 
have been displaced internally. According to 
the Global Policy Forum, a group that mon-
itors international developments:

ªMost of these inter-
nally displaced persons, 
or I.D.P.'s, have sought 
refuge with relatives, or 
in mosques, empty public 
buildings, or tent camps. 
...I.D.P.'s live in very 
poor conditions. Public 
buildings are particularly 
unsanitary, often over-
crowded, without access 
to clean water, proper 
sanitation and basic 
services, in conditions 
especially conducive to 
infectious diseases.º

Iraqis are enduring 
most of their suffering 
out of the sight of the 
rest of the world. Inter-
national relief organiza-
tions and most of the 
news media are largely 
kept at a distance by the 
insane levels of violence.

Access to safe drink-
ing water is a problem 
in much of the coun-
try. (The World Health 
Organization was asked 
to help with a recent 
outbreak of cholera in 
parts of Kurdistan that is believed to 
have been caused by polluted water.) 
Sanitation facilities are routinely crip-
pled by violence and sabotage. The 
economy, like the country's infrastruc-
ture, is in shambles.

The worst aspect of the nightmare, 
of course, is the rain of death that has 
descended on Iraq since the U.S. inva-

sion. Controversy has surrounded virtu-
ally all attempts to estimate the number 
of civilian casualties, but no one disputes 
that the toll is staggering.

The U.S. government has behaved as 
though these dead Iraqis were not even 
worth counting. In December 2005, 
President Bush casually mentioned 
ª30,000, more or 
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Organizing

The Role of Organizing 
in Social Change
Excerpted from ªWrong 
About the Rightº by Jean 
Hardisty and Deepak Bhar-
gava, !e Nation

Some progressives con-
sider grassroots organizing 
a remnant of an old style of 
politics no longer relevant 
to our media ± and money-
saturated times. Others 
think of it as an actual 
obstacle to the efficient, 
hierarchical infrastructure 
they idealize. But conser-
vatives have nurtured their 
grassroots constituencies in 
civic institutions, evangeli-
cal churches and gun clubs. 
Organizing is central to any 
effective strategy for revital-
izing the progressive move-
ment.

Organizing, not to be confused with 
mobilizing, is ultimately what changes 
people's minds. Whereas mobilizing is 
about moving people to take certain 
actions (voting, lobbying policy-makers, 
coming out to an event or calling your 
Congress member on an issue pre-select-
ed by someone else), organizing is about 
developing the skills, confidence and 
practice among 
ordinary people to 
speak out in their 
own voice.

What ultimate-
ly forces change is 
human beings see-
ing fellow human 
beings act from 
a place of deep 
conviction. That 
moment of recogni-
tion can occur only when people who are 
living with an injustice bring their expe-
rience to the public square. Of course, 
solidarity efforts are crucial to social 
change. It's hard to imagine the farm-
workers, or the civil rights workers in the 
South, succeeding if they had failed to 
rouse broader sympathy throughout the 
country. But they were able to do this 
only because they spoke with an authen-

ticity that transcended walls of race and 
class prejudice. No policy paper or slick 
message will ever replace the power of 
organizing.

While the tidal wave of conservative 
successes at the federal level is obvious, 
the less-obvious victories progressives 
have had in recent years are largely attrib-
utable to organizing: major new invest-

ments in affordable 
housing through 
housing trust funds, 
new money for 
transit, living- and 
minimum-wage 
laws, expansions in 
health coverage at 
the state level, more 
income supports for 
low-wage workers, 
education access, 

driver's licenses for immigrants and limits 
on natural resource extraction.

Organizing is, as George W. Bush 
might say, ªhard workº ± never more so 
than in current circumstances. Memo-
ries of successful collective struggle are 
fading fast among a new generation not 
raised with the 1960s as a backdrop. 
Market culture has penetrated all spheres 
of life, and it has 

Metro Justice President Jesse Lenney, testifying at 
the County Legislature public hearing on COMIDA. 
Two dozen community members spoke in favor of 
reform. Thank you to the Metro Justice members 
who testified and packed the gallery. 

Whereas mobilizing is about moving 
people to take certain actions, 

organizing is about developing the 
skills, con®dence and practice among 
ordinary people to speak out in their 

own voice.
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Vera Leone Brown, SOA Watch News
Vera served a six-month prison sentence 

at West Virginia's Alderson Federal Prison 
Camp in 2003 for ªcriminal reentry on a 
military installationº at Fort Benning. Vera 
had joined others at the annual fall School 
of the Americas (SOA) protest when they 
peacefully ªcrossed the line,º and walked 
onto the base. 

At an annual retreat of Latin America 
solidarity activists in North Carolina in 
2002, Colombian union organizer Wil-
liam Mendoza called out for solidarity 
with the Colombian peoples' struggle 
for justice, for life, and against the state 
and paramilitary power structure that 
was so strongly supported by the U.S. 
and the School of the Americas. I decid-
ed two things that weekend: (1) that I 
didn't have to have the grand plan for 
global peace and justice all understood 
by myself, and (2) that change definitely 
won't come if we don't believe it will. Do 
we believe it will? Anything can happen. 
That fall, I 
crossed the line 
at the SOA. 

What I love 
most about 
my subsequent 
prison experi-
ence is that it 
had the exact 
opposite effect 
I suppose Judge Mallon Faircloth had 
intended when he handed down the six-
month sentence. Before, I knew little of 
U.S. state-sponsored terror within the 

These laws target poor communities and 
communities of color, locking up anyone who 
knows, or lives with, folks involved in the drug 
trade. For this, families are ripped apart for 
years, children grow up without mothers¼

SOA update:  In June, there were 203 members of the House of Representa-
tives voting to end funding for the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security 
Cooperation (the new name for SOA) but 214 caved in to Pentagon pressure 
and voted to continue funding. Area congresspersons Slaughter  and Walsh  
voted to end funding, while Kuhl , Reynolds , and McHugh  were among 
those supporting WHINSEC. SOA Watch had a great victory however when 
language was included in the FY 2008 Defense Authorization Bill requiring 
WHINSEC to release the full name, rank, and country of origin of all students 
who attended from 2005 on, when they began withholding information. Last 
fall, over 20,000 attended the protest, and this year's event on Nov 15-18 is 
expected to be even larger. See www.SOAW.org for details. 

Prison Sentence Teaches a 
Lesson about Institutional Racism

country. I had, of course, spent a few 
years already learning about the SOA, 
but I was still naive enough to believe 

that the U.S. 
government 
was good for 
its own people. 

I learned, or 
started learn-
ing ± about 
the effects of 
racism with-
in the U.S., 

and another face of the struggle for justice 
began to take shape for me. The same gov-
ernment that sponsors death squads around 
the world uses similar means to dismantle 

communities in our own country. 
The women I served time with were 

poor women, they were women of color, 
and they were kind women, mothers and 
sisters and aunts, in prison, by and large, 
because of drug conspiracy laws. These 
laws target poor communities and com-
munities of color, locking up anyone who 
knows, or lives with, folks involved in the 
drug trade. For this, families are ripped 
apart for years, children grow up without 
mothers, and the U.S. military receives 
exercise gear and outerwear ( (including 
mittens shaped with a distinct first finger 
to allow the pulling of a trigger in the cold) 
from the slave labor the women at FPC 
Alderson perform in the sewing factory. 

I had never been so welcomed and 
supported by a community. When I 
first arrived to prison, after being strip 
searched and photographed and dressed 
in prison clothes, it was late in the day 
and I had missed dinner. My fellow SOA 
Watch activist prison buddy Caitlin 
and I shared a meal of ramen noodles (a 
delicacy we were to enjoy in many, var-
ied, creative meals throughout our stay) 
± we'd started using the only utensils we 
had, which were pencils we tried to use 
as chopsticks, when a woman we hadn't 
even met yet brought her own plastic-
ware for us to use. 

The racial gap in prisons has risen over the past 25 years. In N ew York 81% of 
those incarcerated are black or Latino even though only 33% o f New Yorkers 
are black or Latino. Human Rights Watch points out that the ga p is attributable 
to discriminatory sentencing laws and judges who are more li kely to be harsher 
and go beyond existing sentencing guidelines for people of c olor.
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By Kevin Freking, Associated Press 
The Bush administration demon-

strated last month it will strictly adhere 
to new guidelines that limit the scope 
of a popular children's health insurance 
program. It rejected an application from 
New York to let more middle-income 
families participate.

The administration issued its guide-
lines just three weeks ago. Democrats 
and governors from both parties have 
said the rules are misguided and will 
result in more uninsured children.

The guidelines require that a state 
assure the federal government that it 
has already enrolled at least 95 percent 
of poor children in public health pro-
grams when expanding eligibility to 
higher-income children. Poor children in 
this instance are families with incomes 
below 200 percent of the poverty level 
± $34,340 for a family of three.

New York sought to expand eligibil-
ity in the State Children's Health Insur-
ance Program (SCHIP) to 400 percent of 
the federal poverty level, or $68,680 for a 
family of three ± the highest level in the 
nation. Under the program, the federal 
government and the states subsidize the 
cost of health coverage.

New York did not show that it met 
the new 95 percent threshold.

Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y., said the 
state had made every effort to increase 
medical coverage for children, starting with 
the poorest, and called the Bush adminis-
tration's decision ªunconscionable.º

ªIt is clear the administration is spoil-
ing for a fight and it's unfortunate he has 
chosen children's health care,º said Ran-
gel, chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee.

Kerry Weems, acting administrator 
for the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services noted that the new guide-
lines require New York to make sure 
that middle-income children have been 
uninsured for at least a year before allow-
ing them into SCHIP. Such a require-
ment is designed to keep families from 
dropping private health insurance so that 
they could get cheaper or better coverage 

According to a 2005 Center for Justice and Democrac y report:
· Despite a weak economy and soaring medical costs, U.S. heal th insurers have raked in 

earnings at a far greater pace than the rest of corporate Amer ica, with annual profits and 
margins doubling between 2000 and 2004.

· Average pay for the five top executives at [the top] health i nsurers almost doubled dur-
ing this time period to $3 million a year. 

· Health insurers raised premiums 59% during the same four-y ear period.
William McGuire, of UnitedHealth Group, was paid $124 milli on in 2005 and was provided 

stock options worth more than $1.7 billion. As part of his ret irement package, he and his 
spouse will receive free health care for as long as they live.

Bush is opposed to expanding SCHIP, the United Stat e's small, but popular 
health care insurance plan for children for low inc ome families. As Bush 
said. ª They can always go to the emergency room.º

Bush Rejects Expanding 
Children's Health Care Coverage 
Busy Protecting the Health of Insurance Company's Pro®ts

through public programs.
ªWe are very concerned this directive 

would severely undermine the ability of 
states to make headway against the ris-

ing tide of uninsured and would result in 
tens of thousands of children losing their 
affordable insurance coverage,º said the 
Democratic lawmakers. �N
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By Jon Greenbaum 

$68,885  
The amount of wealth produced by the 
average U.S. worker in a year

$29,544 
Average annual income of American 
worker 

$39,341 
Amount of wealth that the average Amer-
ican creates in a year but does not retain

1 day 
The amount of time the average CEO of 
a large American company has to work to 
earn the amount that the average Ameri-
can worker earns in a year

22,255 
Number of years the average American 
worker would have to work to earn the 
average annual salary of the top 20 pri-
vate equity and hedge fund managers in 
2006

84 
Percentage of American wealth owned by 
the richest 20%.

21.9 
Percentage of children living in poverty 
in the United States

$12 
Minimum wage in Ireland

$5.85 
New American minimum wage

7 
The percent decrease of the buying 
power of the new minimum wage com-
pared with the old minimum wage ten 
years ago

45 
The percent increase in average Ameri-
can CEO pay over the last ten years

1:3 
The ratio of European CEOs' income to 
the income of their American counter-
parts 

33 
Percentage of Americans who don't take 
their allotted vacation time

25 
Percentage of Americans in the private 
sector who do not get any vacation.

240 
Difference between the number of hours 
worked by the average American worker 
and average French worker in 2006

$477,000,000,000
Amount that Bush tax cuts give the 
wealthiest one percent of Americans 

20 
Percentage of Americans with subprime 
mortgages expected to lose their homes

11 
Percent that Congress has cut federal 
funding for housing over the last two 
years

40.8 
Measure of income inequality (Gini 
coefficient) shared by three nations: 
United States, Turkmenistan and 
Ghana (The Gini coefficient mea-
sures income distribution. A score of 
100 means that one person has all the 
wealth and a score of 9 means that 
everybody shares wealth equally. The 
United States is the only industrialized 
county with a score above 40).

33 
Percentage of federal revenue from corpo-
rate taxes in 1950s

7.4 
Percentage of federal revenue from corpo-
rate taxes in 2003

17.7 
Percent tax rate paid by Warren Buffett

30  
Percent tax rate paid by Warren Buffett's 
secretary

Inequality Index... 

by the Numbers

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Metro Justice
needs to replace 

two old beleaguered
computers running 

Windows 98.
We're hoping for 

1.8 GHz or higher & 
512Mb or higher
You should also 
know that your 
donation is tax 

deductible!
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Two years ago, Citizen Action leaders 
helped elect Matt Ryan to Mayor, over-
coming the Republican and Democratic 
machines. However, while it was a major 
coup to elect a former CANY board mem-
ber who believes that government should 
provide equal opportunity for everyone 
and address race and institutional rac-
ism, the old guard still held the majority 
on the city council. In order to be able 
to pass many of the positive initiatives 
the city needed for change, CANY knew 
they would have to change the face of 
city council. So CANY decided to run 
Lea Webb against the City Council Presi-
dent, organizing a grassroots campaign 
with over 100 volunteers in Binghamton's 
4th ward, which holds many of the city's 
poorest and most neglected neighbor-
hoods. After registering a record 240 
new voters in the district, block captains 
walked their districts all summer and on 
last month, with the help of CANY's staff 
from around the state, got out the vote 
for Lea Webb and won 344-199! Many of 
the folks were voting for the first time 
in their lives because they believed Lea 
would bring change. Lea has worked for 
Citizen Action for the past two years on 
the managed care project, developed an 
extensive anti-racism training program 
and created a neighborhood assemblies 
project to give a more powerful voice to 
people living in Binghamton!

Similarly, many Clean Elections schemes provide 
funding for statewide of®ces but not local or 

county of®ces. With fewer resources, candidates of 
color often lack the funds and support to win the 
local of®ces ± victories they need to then run for 
the statewide of®ces and bene®t from the public 

funding schemes.

By Aaron Micheau
The Northeast Action Leadership Con-

ference Redefining Power: Building Pro-
gressive Power Across Color Lines was held 
in Andover, MA, June 22-23. Metro Jus-
tice Councilmembers Katey Burke, Aaron 
Micheau, and Vince Shelton attended.

The primary objective of the con-
ference was to build attendees' under-
standing of racial justice principles and 
their application in progressive cam-
paigns. Attendees came from across the 
northeast, with a large contingent from 
the Maine People's Alliance, and many 
attendees from New York, Massachusetts, 
and other states.

The conference began with racial jus-
tice workshops, in which attendees dis-
tinguished racial justice from diversity 
or equality goals, and then examined 
the types of racism present in hypotheti-
cal scenarios. The workshops consid-
ered framing strategies for hypothetical 
campaigns that would help draw in key 
stakehold-
er com-
munities. 
For exam-
ple, oppo-
sition to 
placement 
of an 
incinera-
tor could 
be framed 
as an envi-
ronmental 
or health issue, or as a racial justice issue. 
Alternatively, a campaign could target 
different types of racism present in a 
single issue ± the racial bias of a decision-
making individual, or the institutional 
racism that formed the context of the 
individual's decisions.

Provocative and informative presen-
tations and workshops followed, given 
by research groups, progressive state and 
local officeholders, and organizations 
campaigning for electoral reform, equity 
in lending, universal health care, and 
labor. Some of the most interesting pre-
sentations included one by the Herndon 
Alliance, that reviewed national polling 

Rede®ning Power: 
Building Progressive Power Across Color Lines

on universal health care, how popular 
views on the issue revealed the values 
many Americans held, and how cor-
rect framing might play on those val-
ues. ACORN representatives discussed 
strategies they used to successfully 
organize against predatory lenders. 
And Chuck Turner, a Boston City 
Councilor, explained how he trans-
formed his activism into a successful 
electoral campaign.

Throughout the conference, attend-
ees discussed how racial justice prin-
ciples might apply to issue framing 
in campaigns. For instance, it was 
recognized that, amongst the health 
insured, people of color are routinely 
under-served and have poorer health 
outcomes. Similarly, many Clean Elec-
tions schemes provide funding for 
statewide offices but not local or coun-
ty offices. With fewer resources, can-
didates of color often lack the funds 
and support to win the local offices 

± victories 
they need 
to then run 
for the state-
wide offices 
and benefit 
from the pub-
lic funding 
schemes. So 
campaigns 
needed to 
address racial 
justice or risk 

failing to win the support of commu-
nities of color and risk perpetuating 
racial inequity.

Overall, the conference was inspir-
ing and informative. Many of the 
attendees had won on statewide issues, 
such as election-day registration and 
universal health care. But most sig-
nificantly, Redefining Power put forth 
tools and ideas to frame campaigns 
along racially equitable lines. These 
ideas can help Metro Justice as it 
works to broaden its membership base, 
increase its activity on local and state-
wide issues, and lead successful cam-
paigns. �N
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LISTEN
M-F: 8-9 PM 
WROC 950

(Continued on page 11)

The New York State Assembly has passed legisla-
tion granting equal marriage rights for same sex 
couples but the Senate has balked on the issue 
(Spitzer has said he will sign Equal Marriage legis-
lation). An Iowa district court ruled last month that 
same-sex couples can marry. The case will pro-
ceed to the state Supreme Court. The New York 
Supreme Court has validated the New York state 
Comptrollers decision to honor out-of-state mar-
riages between same-sex couples. The ruling will 
mean that same-sex partners of state employees 
will be eligible for survivor's pension benefits.

If 14 percent of married 
couples in New Jersey were 
being denied full, legally-

guaranteed marriage bene®ts 
by their employers, there'd be 
outraged stories on every news 
source in the region, and quite 
possibly rioting in the streets.

By Paul Van Ness
A divorce must be preceded by a marriage everywhere in the United States  except 

for one small state.   
Margaret Chambers and Cassandra Ormiston got married in Massachusetts, where 

same-sex unions are legal. Last year, the couple, now living in Rhode Island, applied 
for a Rhode Island divorce. Rhode Island has not legalized same-sex marriages. ªRhode 
Island has a strong public policy against recognition of any other marriage than that 
between one man and one woman,º said Governor Donald Carcieri.  

Can you get a divorce in a state where you are not considered to be married?  
 Rhode Island officials thought you could.  ªBy granting a divorce,º explained Gov-
ernor Carcieri, ªneither the court nor the state endorses or lends validity to the marriage 
it is dissolving.º  The law ªseeks to afford citizens an opportunity to dissolve their mar-
riage, whatever form it took and regardless of what the state's position on granting that 
marriage might be.º In Rhode Island you can get a divorce without a prior marriage. �N

Rhode Island OK's Same Sex Divorce¼ 
But not marriage

By Greta Christina, 
Greta Christina's Blog

There are plenty of reasons why civil 
unions really aren't equal to marriage 
± even if the rights and responsibilities 
spelled out in a state's civil union law are 
identical to marriage in every way.

There are legal reasons why they're 
not equal ± marriage is recognized in 
every state and indeed every country, 
while civil unions aren't; so the rights 
and responsibilities don't necessarily trav-
el with you when you leave the state that 
granted them.

There are emotional reasons -- mar-
riage is an institution/ ritual/ relation-
ship that has existed for 
thousands of years, one 
that has tremendous 
resonance in our cul-
ture in a way that civil 
unions simply don't. And 
there are moral reasons 
-- as history has born 
out, separate but equal is 
pretty much by defini-
tion not equal.

But if none of those 
convince you, here's a 
really good practical one.

As of right now, five months after 
New Jersey's Civil Union Law took 
effect, at least 1 out of every 7 civil-union 

Why Civil Unions Aren't Enough

Freedom to Marry

couples in New Jersey are not 
getting their civil unions rec-
ognized by their employers.

One out of seven is 14 
percent.

If 14 percent of married 
couples in New Jersey were 
being denied full, legally-
guaranteed marriage benefits 
by their employers, there'd 
be outraged stories on every 
news source in the region, 
and quite possibly rioting in 
the streets.

And actually, it's probably 
more than 1 out of 7. The 1 

out of 7 fig-
ure comes 
from 191 
complaints 
reported to 
Garden State 
Equality 
(out of 1,359 
civil-union 
couples) ± and chances 
are excellent that not 
everyone who's having 
problems is reporting it. 
And before you ask ± no 

it's not just one big bad company that's 
skewing the results. According to Garden 
State Equality, the 191 cases involve close 

to 191 companies.
So civil unions aren't just legally 

unequal to marriage; they're not just 
emotionally unequal; they're not even 
just morally unequal. They're unequal 
in the most literal, practical sense of the 
word. Even in the state where the civil 
union is the law, people in civil unions 
are not being treated the same by their 
employers as people who are married.

I get that civil unions are a big step 
forward. There are times when I'm aston-
ished by the fact that ªwell, same-sex 
marriage is out, but civil unions would 
be okayº has become the moderate posi-
tion on the issue, maybe even the moder-
ate- to- conservative position.

I get that they're better than noth-
ing -- heck, six out of seven civil-union 
couples in New Jersey are getting their 
benefits, and that's not trivial. And I get 
that, the Supreme Court being what it is 
right now, it may not be the best strategy 
to put same-sex marriage to a test on the 
national level until we get some new faces 
on the bench.

I'm just saying: It's not the same. It's 
not enough. And 
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National Association of Women, New 
York

On April 18, 2007, the United State 
Supreme Court, in a 5±4 decision, 
threw out years of precedent and upheld 
President Bush's Federal Abortion Ban. 
With this decision, the Court deserted its 
long standing commitment to protecting 
women's health and opened the flood-
gates for further state and federal 

abortion restrictions. Six states have 
already introduced measures to further 
restrict abortion since the decision came 
down. However, New York is proudly 
working to safeguard a woman's right 
to access safe and legal abortion by 
introducing the Reproductive Health and 

Securing Pro Choice Rights 
in New York

Privacy Protection Act.
What is the Reproductive Health 

and Privacy Protection Act?
The Reproductive Health and Privacy 

Protection Act, introduced by Governor 

Current law does not contain the 
foundations upon which Roe was 

decided, including the fundamental 
right of women to make private 

medical decisions

Eliot Spitzer, is new legislation that 
takes the principles underlying Roe v. 
Wade and puts them squarely into New 
York law. The legislation protects the 
fundamental right of a woman and her 
doctor - not politicians ± to make private 
medical decisions.

Why Does The Current Law Need 
To Be Changed?

In 1970, New York introduced one 
of the first laws in the United States 
decriminalizing abortion. New York 
modified its penal code and made it 
legal for doctors to perform abortions. 
The law was visionary then, but today it 
is outdated and confusing. Current law 
does not contain the foundations upon 
which Roe was decided, including the 
fundamental right of women to make 
private medical decisions, nor does it 
take into account how abortion care is 
now provided. Much has changed since 
the 1970s, and New York needs an up-
to-date law that protects a woman's 
fundamental right to abortion.

The Reproductive Health and 
Privacy Protection will codify New 
York's longstanding support of 
reproductive freedom, while ensuring 
that New York State is prepared if the 
right to choose 

Listen to Democracy Now!  weeknights from 8-9pm on WROC, 950AM. Sponsored 
by Metro Justice. Pictured: Cathy Castania as the DN! Statue of Liberty in the 
Labor Day Parade. (Continued on page 9)

Local National Organization of Women President Alberta Roe sser, with NOW 
members, calling for Senator Robach to support the Reproduc tive Health and 
Privacy Protection Act.



October  2007 ± Metro Justice News ± 9

If you are over age 70.5 and have a traditional IRA and are withdrawing the 
Required Minimum Distribution, the Pension Protection Act of 2006 could pro-
vide you with some tax benefits in 2007.

Normally, withdrawals from IRAs are taxable in the year of the withdrawal. 
The Pension Protection Act, signed into law in August 2006, contains a provi-
sion allowing for tax-free gifts from IRAs to non-profits, such as the Metro Justice 
Education Fund. An individual can donate up to $100,000 this year from their 
IRA tax-free. Since the distribution will not be included in taxable income, indi-
viduals will not be able to claim a tax deduction for the charitable contribution; 
however you avoid taxation on the required minimum distribution.

This provision expires at the end of 2007. By giving a contribution to the 
Metro Justice Education Fund from your retirement assets, it will not be taxable 
and MJEF will receive the full value of your contribution.

Donations must be made directly from the IRA trustees to the Metro Justice 
Education Fund. You cannot receive a tax benefit if you first receive the distribu-
tion and then make a contribution to MJEF.

For more info, contact your tax or financial advisor. �N

On Wed., Oct. 3 at 7pm the Roch-
ester Committee on Latin America will 
present  Prof. Bill Jungels of Buffalo to 
lead a discussion about Chiapas, Mexi-
co, where the US-supplied and trained 
Mexican army has been repressing and 
displacing the Mayan people since the 
Zapatista uprising of 1994.  Jungles is a 
renowned videographer and professor of 
Communications. His most recent trip 
into the southernmost part of Mexico 
was just last month. ROCLA has been 
concerned about Chiapas, particularly 
questioning why both the Mexican gov-
ernment and the US are so interested in 

Tax Advantage Donation Opportunity

the resources in the Lancandon Jungle. 
Is it related to  the  the nearby Zapatista 
army, the largest untapped oil depos-
its in the Western Hemisphere, and /or 
the planning of a vast trucking/railway/
pipeline known semi-secretly as the PPP 
(Plan Puebla Panama)?

 The ROCLA meeting will be at the 
Downtown Presbyterian Church, 141 
North Fitzhugh, across the street from 
City Hall and their free (after 5pm) 
parking.  The event is free and open to 
the public, and the place handicapped-
accessible and looped for the hearing-
impaired. �N

Report from Chiapas

reinforced deeply individualistic strains 
in American society. Also, pervasive 
economic insecurity, increasing work 
demands and a shredded safety net have 
heightened the personal costs involved.

Organizing has always had an uneasy 
place not only in the broader culture but 
also in progressive circles. It has frequent-
ly been sidelined by expert-driven advo-
cacy or by charismatic figures who lead 
short-lived protest movements, and today 
it is at risk of being displaced by a focus 
on think tanks and communications 
strategies. Perhaps more alarming, how-
ever, is the relative decline of organizing 
as a strategy relative to mobilization. The 
work of many 527 organizations promi-
nent in the Bush and Kerry campaigns 
of 2004 (America Coming Together and 
the Media Fund, for example) seemed to 
be about parachuting into communities 
and soliciting votes, with little thought 
about what would be left behind.

For all the difficulties, progressives are 
engaging in some exciting experimenta-
tion with new methods of base-building 
appropriate to our times. Organized labor 
is in the throes of a debate about how to 
rebuild membership. There has been an 
explosion in community-based ªworker 
centersº and in immigrant community 
organizations. And in a few states, groups 
are beginning to work together across 
issue and constituency lines to develop 
common long-term strategies. This suc-
cess is very fragile and tentative, howev-
er, and it is still the case that organizing 
tends not to get the respect, attention or 
resources it needs from the larger pro-
gressive community. �N

(Organizing from page 2)

is threatened by a weakening of Roe or 
further federal encroachments.

Why Does New York Need To Act?
New York State has a long legacy of 

leadership in reproductive rights. With 
a President and a Supreme Court that 
is systematically chipping away at the 
fundamental tenets of Roe, it is time 
for New York to update our laws and 
pass the nation's strongest legislation 
that guarantees that a woman has the 
ability to decide when to have a child.  
New York must remain a steward for 
reproductive health, protecting choice 
and remaining a safe haven for all 
women. �N

(Pro Choice from page 8)
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(Nightmare from page 1)
lessº as the number of Iraqis killed in the 
war. The White House later said there 
were no official estimates of Iraqi deaths.

We shouldn't be so cavalier. Based on 
all available evidence, it seems unreason-
able to believe that fewer than 100,000 
Iraqi civilians have been killed thus far.  

[Editors' note: see article below on recent 
study showing over a million Iraqi deaths]. 

As for the number of wounded and 
disabled Iraqis ± men, women and chil-

dren who have lost limbs, or been para-
lyzed or otherwise maimed in air, rocket 
and bomb attacks ± no one has a real 
grasp of the size of the problem.

ªJust considering the number of 
the dead and the number of displaced, 
this is probably the biggest humani-
tarian crisis in the world,º said James 
Paul, the executive director of Global 
Policy Forum, which recently com-
piled an extensive report on the war 
and occupation. ªThis is the biggest 

PA&E's Antiwar Crisis Center, 658 Monroe Ave., hosted repre sentatives from 
throughout upstate New York to plan for a major regional rall y in Syracuse on 
Sept. 29, highlighting soldiers' and students' demands for Troops Out Now .  

By Joshua Holland, AlterNet 
According to a new study, 1.2 million 

Iraqis have met violent deaths since the 
2003 invasion, the highest estimate of 
war-related fatalities yet. The study was 
done by the British polling firm ORB, 
which conducted face-to-face interviews 
with a sample of over 1,700 Iraqi adults 
in 15 of Iraq's 18 provinces. 

Field workers asked residents how 
many members of their own household 
had been killed since the invasion. More 
than one in five respondents said that at 
least one person in their home had been 
murdered since March of 2003. One in 

The economy, like the country's 
infrastructure, is in shambles.

Iraq Death Toll Rivals Rwanda 
Genocide, Cambodian Killing Fields 

three Iraqis also said that at least some 
neighbors ªactually living on [their] 
streetº had fled the carnage, with around 
half of those having left the country. In 
Baghdad, almost half of those intervie-
wed reported at least one violent death in 
their household. 

These numbers suggest that the invasi-
on and occupation of Iraq rivals the great 
crimes of the last century ± the human 
toll exceeds the 800,000 to 900,000 belie-
ved killed in the Rwandan genocide in 
1994, and is approaching the 1.7 million 
who died in Cambodia's infamous ªKil-
ling Fieldsº under 

displacement of people in the Middle 
East in a very long time.º

The effect on children of the carnage, 
the dislocations and the deteriorating 
quality of daily life has been profound. 
Conditions in Iraq were dire for chil-
dren even before the war. One in eight 
died before the age of 5, many from the 
effects of malnutrition, polluted water 
and unsanitary conditions.

Now, more than four years after the 
invasion, huge numbers of Iraqi children 
are finding themselves orphaned, home-
less, malnourished, and worse.

According to Unicef, the U.N.'s 
children's agency: ªMany children are 
separated from their families or on the 
streets, where they are extremely vulner-
able to abuse and exploitation. Most chil-
dren have experienced trauma but few 
receive the care and support they need to 
help them cope with so much chaos, anx-
iety and loss.º

These are just a few of the things 
you won't hear much about from the 
American officials in Washington who 
profess to care so deeply about the peo-
ple of Iraq. �N

10  Metro Justice News October  2

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Antiwar Storefront 
Volunteers Urgently 

Needed!
If you've been to PA&E's 

Anti-War Storefront on Mon-
roe, you know what a vital ser-
vice it provides. It has become 
an established community 
asset, with a lease through 
March. BUT the Storefront is 
entirely dependent upon vol-
unteers for staffing. We can-
not be open unless someone 
is there to mind the store. The 
need for volunteers is critical. 
If you can spare a few hours 
(once a week or once a month 
or even just once) please call 
us at 271-2620. Store hours 
are noon to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
± Friday and noon to 5 p.m. 
on weekends. You can sign up 
for as many or as few hours as 
you like, and training is pro-
vided for all new volunteers. 
Please help!

(Continued on page 11)
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the Khmer Rouge in the 1970s. 
Here's one reason, despite all this, 

why opposition to the war isn't even 
more intense than it is: Americans were 

asked in an AP poll conducted earlier 
this year how many Iraqi civilians they 
thought had been killed as a result of the 
invasion and occupation, and the median 
answer they gave was only 9,890 (in fact 
less than a third of Iraqi civilian deaths 
in 2006 alone). �N

(Marriage from page 7)

Throughout my incarceration, the 
privilege I entered with, as a white 
woman, as one with access to higher 
education, as a middle-class woman, 
made me uncomfortable. I had never 
consciously experienced myself as hav-
ing more because of my skin color or 
class of origin, and this was the start of 
a very important process for me to learn 
about institutional racism, class privi-
lege, and how the United States leads a 
political-economic system that depends 
upon the subjugation of many to support 
the wealth of a few. But it is this very 
same privilege that I can use to stand 
in solidarity with the union struggles in 
Colombia, and against the oppressive 
power structure led by the United States 
and represented by the SOA. 

It is time for the people of the United 
States to stand up to our fascist govern-
ment, in a country founded on racism 
and genocide, to break its laws when the 
laws and institutions they support are 
unjust, and to join our voices with those 
across the hemisphere and around the 
world calling for justice and peace. �N

(Prison from page 3)

I am disinclined to pretend that it is. 
This fight will not be over in this coun-
try until same-sex marriage is legal and 
fully-recognized in all 50 states. You can 
put nice cushions in the back of the bus 
± but it's still the back of the bus. �N

Americans were asked in an AP poll 
conducted earlier this year how many 
Iraqi civilians they thought had been 
killed as a result of the invasion and 

occupation, and the median answer they 
gave was only 9,890

By Robert Weller, the Associated Press 
In the past year, as soldiers and Marines return for the second, third or even 

fourth deployments, and the death toll approaches 4,000, some soldiers began 
questioning the war. 

ªThe toothpaste is out of the tube. And, try as they might, the military's 
information nannies are not going to be able to stuff it back in,º said Noah 
Schatman of Wired Magazine in an e-mail from Taji, Iraq. The military is so pet-
rified it will lose information, control screensavers were installed on military com-
puters warning blogs could jeopardize security. 

Spc. Alex Horton, 22, of the 3rd Stryker Brigade in Army of Dude blogged, 
ªIn the future, I want my children to grow up with the belief that what I did here 
was wrong, in a society that doesn't deem that idea unpatriotic.º 

Spc. Eleonai Israel of Bowling Green, Ky., court-martialed and given a less 
than honorable discharge last month after refusing to go on combat missions, 
said, ªThe truth will come out, and there is nothing they can do to hide it. The 
occupation is a disaster. I'm convinced that everyday it continues that it makes 
America, and the Iraqis less safe.º 

Technology has caught up with the soldiers, who have always known what 
was really going on but didn't have the tools to tell their story. In April, the Army 
announced new rules on blogging that required soldiers to clear them with a supe-
rior. Access to MySpace and some other popular Web sites was blocked. The Army 
said it was not trying to stop soldiers from speaking their mind, however. �N

Troop Blogs Show Increasing 
Criticism of War 

Metro Justice in the News
(Iraq from page 10)
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Wed., Oct. 3, 7 pm,  Rochester Committee 
on Latin America (ROCLA) will present Prof. 
Bill Jungels talking about his recent trip to 
Chiapas Mexico. Downtown United Presbyte-
rian Church, 121 North Fitzhugh Street. 
Free and open to the public.

Tue., Oct. 16, 7±9 pm,  Peace Action & Edu-
cation (PA&E) presents Army of None book 
tour on Counter Military Recruitment with David 
Solnit, Aimee Allison and David Solnit. School 
Without Walls, 480 Broadway, Rochester. 
Free and open to the public. 

Fri., Oct 19, 7±9 pm, Peace Action & Educa-
tion (PA&E) and Rochester Against War (RAW) 
present a talk by Dahr Jamail, independent 
journalist covering the Middle East and author 
of the book Beyond the Green Zone: Dispat-
ches from an Unembedded Reporter in Occu-
pied Iraq. School Without Walls, 480 Broadway, 
Rochester. Free and open to the public. 

Fri., Nov. 9, 7:30 pm,  `Til O.J. Do Us Part: 
Dealing with the Realities of Race. A talk by 
Bruce Jacobs, author of Race Manners for the 
21st Century: Navigating the Minefield Bet-
ween Black and White Americans in an Age of 
Fear. Reception and book signing after the talk. 
Fundraiser for Judicial Process Commission. 
Downtown United Presbyterian Church, 
121 North Fitzhugh Street. Call 325-7727.

Continuing

Weekdays, 8-9 pm,  Tune in to Democracy 
Now! WROC 950AM. (Sponsored by Metro 
Justice)

Rochester Labor Film Series  featuring, 
Which Side are You On? and The Flickering 
Flame (Oct. 5), Ken Loach in person, Cathy 
Come Home (Oct. 10), From Wharf Rats to 
Lords of the Docks (Oct. 12). And more... 
Dryden Theater, George Eastman House, 
900 East Avenue. www.rochesterlabor.org. 

Every Sunday, noon±1 pm,  Peace Action & 
Education (PA&E) holds a weekly antiwar vigil, 
at East Avenue and Goodman Street. Plea-
se join us in standing against the occupation 
of Iraq and demanding that U.S. troops return 
home now!

First Wed., 7 pm, Rochester Committee 
on Latin America (ROCLA), Downtown Uni-
ted Presbyterian Church, 121 North Fitzhugh 
Street.

Get involved  with TV Dinner, Metro Justice's 
cable access video production team. 
Call 325-2560.

Third Mon., 7:15 pm,  Metro Justice Council 
Meeting, 167 Flanders St.. If you would like to 
address the Council, please contact Tanya at 
tanya_metroj@frontiernet.net or at 325-2560 to 
get on the agenda.

Fourth Thurs., 7 pm,  Ciudad Hermana Task 
Force, St. Anne Church, 1600 Mt. Hope Ave. 
  


