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The Nightmare Is Here

By Bob Herbert, New York Times aMost of these inter-

We've heard from General Petrae- | nally displaced persons,
us, from Ambassador Crocker, and on or |.D.P.'s, have sought
Thursday night, from President Bush. | refuge with relatives, or
What we havent heard this week is anyin mosques, empty public
thing about the tragic reality on the buildings, or tent camps.
ground for the ordinary citizens of Iraq, ....D.P.s live in very
which is in the throes of a catastrophi¢ poor conditions. Public
humanitarian crisis. buildings are particularly

President Bush may not be aware | unsanitary, often over-
of this. In his televised address to the| crowded, without access
nation, he warned that a pullout of U.S. to clean water, proper
forces from Iraq could cause a 2humanisanitation and basic
tarian nightmare.° services, in conditions

A trusted aide should take the presij- especially conducive to
dent aside and quietly inform him that| infectious diseases.’
this nightmare arrived a good while ago. Iraqgis are enduring

When the U.S. launched its @shock| most of their suffering
and awe? invasion in March 2003, the| out of the sight of the Stewart Zamudio, was quite literally the poster boy
population of Iraq was about 26 million. rest of the world. Inter-  for the Army National Guard (seen above in a National
The flaming horror unleashed by the | national relief organiza- Guard advertisement). Zamudio served in the military
invasion has since forced 2.2 million af tions and most of the fgrv\sl'x i’]‘?r?rf’*r?‘ggtte.rt‘ﬁfg ”r‘ﬁ Septe”:ﬁetr i?np?teﬁt
those Iragis, nearly a tenth of the populaews media are largely !shou?ds l\llogToenIist’t;wserv:in gissigsewa?in Ir:q'ca S
tion, to flee the country. Many of those kept at a distance by the zamudio is now opposed to the war, pointing out that
who left were professionals marked for insane levels of violence. even General Petraeus seems to doubt the Iraq war is
death + doctors, lawyers, academics, the Access to safe drink-keeping the United States safer (in his Senate testi-
very people with the skills necessary toing water is a problem mony Petraeus said he wasn't sure if the war is mak-
build a viable society. in much of the coun- ing the U.S. safer- Petraeus then realized that he had

The Iraq Ministry of Health reported try. (The World Health ?ﬁg?fg;ﬁ;;g'g’;s%‘lfﬂg;éoﬁpgSé'h,zsa"r‘]%‘tj(')oosa;ytshat
that 102 doctors and 164 nurses were| Organization was askedg diers in uniform have the right to spgak out gs well.
killed from April 2003 to May 2006. It | to help with a recent
is believed that nearly half of Iraq's doc-outbreak of cholera in
tors have fled. The exodus of health canggarts of Kurdistan that is believed to | sion. Controversy has surrounded virtu-
professionals in a country hemorrhagindiave been caused by polluted water.) ally all attempts to estimate the number
from the worst kinds of violence pretty| Sanitation facilities are routinely crip-| of civilian casualties, but no one disputes
much qualifies as nightmarish. pled by violence and sabotage. The | that the toll is staggering.

While more than two million Iragis haveeconomy, like the country's infrastrucr  The U.S. government has behaved as
fled to other countries, another two million ture, is in shambles. though these dead Iragis were not even
have been displaced internally. According to The worst aspect of the nightmare,| worth counting. In December 2005,
the Global Policy Forum, a group that monef course, is the rain of death that has President Bush casually mentioned
itors international developments: descended on Iraq since the U.S. inva- 230,000, more or (Continued on page 10)
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The Role of Organizing
In Social Change

Excerpted from @Wrong
About the Right® by Jean
Hardisty and Deepak Bhar-
gava, !e Nation

Some progressives con-
sider grassroots organizing
a remnant of an old style of
politics no longer relevant
to our media + and money-
saturated times. Others
think of it as an actual
obstacle to the efficient,
hierarchical infrastructure
they idealize. But conser-
vatives have nurtured their
grassroots constituencies in
civic institutions, evangeli-

cal churches and gun CIUbSthe County Legislature public hearing on COMIDA.

Organizing is central to anyryg dozen community members spoke in favor of
effective strategy for revitalreform. Thank you to the Metro Justice members
izing the progressive move-who testified and packed the gallery.

ment.

Organizing, not to be confused with ticity that transcended walls of race and
mobilizing, is ultimately what changes| class prejudice. No policy paper or slick
people's minds. Whereas mobilizing is message will ever replace the power of
about moving people to take certain | organizing.
actions (voting, lobbying policy-makers,  While the tidal wave of conservative
coming out to an event or calling your| successes at the federal level is obvious,
Congress member on an issue pre-seletite less-obvious victories progressives
ed by someone else), organizing is abpiitave had in recent years are largely attrib-
developing the skills, confidence and | utable to organizing: major new invest-
practice among ments in affordable
ordinary people to housing through

speak out in their  \Whereas mobilizing is abouthmsinggust funds,

own voice. : : money for
What ultimate- people to take certain ac“_@ﬁ%’s’it, living- and

ly forces change is organizing is about developingithe-wage
human beings see- gkills, con®dence and practid&vargxpagsions in

ing fellow human ordinary people to speak out[}fﬁ %gf;&:ﬁiﬁe

beings act from X

a place of deep own voice. income supports for
conviction. That low-wage workers,
moment of recogni- education access,

tion can occur only when people who arériver's licenses for immigrants and limits
living with an injustice bring their expe- on natural resource extraction.

rience to the public square. Of course Organizing is, as George W. Bush
solidarity efforts are crucial to social | might say, 2hard work® + never more so
change. It's hard to imagine the farm-| than in current circumstances. Memo-
workers, or the civil rights workers in theies of successful collective struggle are
South, succeeding if they had failed to fading fast among a new generation not
rouse broader sympathy throughout theraised with the 1960s as a backdrop.
country. But they were able to do this| Market culture has penetrated all spheres
only because they spoke with an autherf life, and it has (Continued on page 9)

Metro Justice President Jesse Lenney, testifying at
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SOA update: In June, there were 203 members of the House of Rgresenta-
tives voting to end funding for the Western Hemisphee Institute for Security
Cooperation (the new name for SOA) but 214 caved ito Pentagon pressure
and voted to continue funding. Area congresspersonsSlaughter and Walsh
voted to end funding, whileKuhl, Reynolds , and McHugh were among

those supporting WHINSEC. SOA Watch had a great victoriiowever when
language was included in the FY 2008 Defense Authaation Bill requiring
WHINSEC to release the full name, rank, and country afrigin of all students
who attended from 2005 on, when they began withholdhg information. Last
fall, over 20,000 attended the protest, and this yar's event on Nov 15-18 is
expected to be even larger. See www.SOAW.org for dlls.

(Continued on page 11)



According to a 2005 Center for Justice and Democrac y report:

- Despite a weak economy and soaring medical costs, U.S. heal th insurers have raked in
earnings at a far greater pace than the rest of corporate America, with annual profits and
margins doubling between 2000 and 2004.

- Average pay for the five top executives at [the top] health i nsurers almost doubled dur-

ing this time period to $3 million a year.
- - Health insurers raised premiums 59% during the same four-y ear period.
William McGuire, of UnitedHealth Group, was paid $124 milli on in 2005 and was provided
stock options worth more than $1.7 billion. As part of his ret irement package, he and his
tspouse will receive free health care for as long as they live.




By Jon Greenbaum

$68,885

The amount of wealth produced by the
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Report from Chiapas

On Wed., Oct. 3 at 7pm the Roch- the resources in the Lancandon Jungle.
ester Committee on Latin America will Is it related to the the nearby Zapatista
present Prof. Bill Jungels of Buffalo to army, the largest untapped oil depos-
lead a discussion about Chiapas, Mexi-its in the Western Hemisphere, and /or
cG, where the US-supplied and trained the planning of a vast trucking/railway/
Mexican army has been repressing andpipeline known semi-secretly as the PPP
displacing the Mayan people since the (Plan Puebla Panama)?

Zapatista uprising of 1994. Junglesisa The ROCLA meeting will be at the
renowned videographer and professor oDowntown Presbyterian Church, 141
Communications. His most recent trip North Fitzhugh, across the street from
into the southernmost part of Mexico  City Hall and their free (after 5pm)
was just last month. ROCLA has been parking. The event is free and open to
zoncerned about Chiapas, particularly the public, and the place handicapped-
guestioning why both the Mexican gov- accessible and looped for the hearing-
ernment and the US are so interested irimpaired. N




(Nightmarefrom page 1)

less® as the number of Iragis killed in {

war. The White House later said there

were no official estimates of Iragi deat
We shouldnt be so cavalier. Based

all available evidence, it seems unreas

able to believe that fewer than 100,00

Iragi civilians have been killed thus far.

[Editors' note: see article below on
study showing over a million Iraqi dea
As for the number of wounded and
disabled Iraqis + men, women and chi

The economy, like the cou
infrastructure, is in shamb

dren who have lost limbs, or been par
lyzed or otherwise maimed in air, rock
and bomb attacks + no one has a real
grasp of the size of the problem.
aJust considering the number of
the dead and the number of displac
this is probably the biggest humani-
tarian crisis in the world,° said Jame
Paul, the executive director of Globs
Policy Forum, which recently com-
piled an extensive report on the war
and occupation. @This is the biggest

10 + Metro Justice News #October

PA&E's Antiwar Crisis Center, 658 Monroe

2sdisplacement of people in the Middl
alEast in a very long time.°

The effect on children of the carna
the dislocations and the deteriorating
quality of daily life has been profound
Conditions in Iraq were dire for chil-
dren even before the war. One in eigh
died before the age of 5, many from th
effects of malnutrition, polluted water
and unsanitary conditions.

Now, more than four years after the
invasion, huge numbers of Iragi childrg
are finding themselves orphaned, hon
less, malnourished, and worse.

Irag Death Toll Rivals

By Joshua Holland, AlterNet

According to a new study, 1.2 millig
Iragis have met violent deaths since th
2003 invasion, the highest estimate of
war-related fatalities yet. The study wa
done by the British polling firm ORB,
which conducted face-to-face interviey
with a sample of over 1,700 Iragi adult
in 15 of Irag's 18 provinces.

Field workers asked residents how
many members of their own househol
had been killed since the invasion. Mg
than one in five respondents said that
least one person in their home had be
murdered since March of 2003. One in

2007

throughout upstate New York to plan for a major regional rall
Ediept. 29, highlighting soldiers' and students' demands for

sentatives from
y in Syracuse on
Troops Out Now .

Ave., hosted repre

al

According to Unicef, the U.N.'s
children's agency: @Many children are
yeseparated from their families or on the

streets, where they are extremely vulner-
able to abuse and exploitation. Most chil-
dren have experienced trauma but few
t receive the care and support they need to
ehelp them cope with so much chaos, anx-
iety and loss.°
These are just a few of the things
2 you won't hear much about from the
spAmerican officials in Washington who
reprofess to care so deeply about the peo-
ple of Iraq.N

Rwanda

Genocide, Cambodian Killing Fields

three Iraqgis also said that at least some
nneighbors 2actually living on [their]
estreet® had fled the carnage, with around

half of those having left the country. In
asBaghdad, almost half of those intervie-

wed reported at least one violent death in
vgheir household.

s  These numbers suggest that the invasi-
on and occupation of Iraq rivals the great
crimes of the last century *+ the human

J toll exceeds the 800,000 to 900,000 belie-

reved killed in the Rwandan genocide in

afl994, and is approaching the 1.7 million
envho died in Cambodia's infamous 2Kil-
ling Fields® under (Continued on page 11)
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Wed., Oct. 3, 7pm, Rochester Committee
on Latin America (ROCLA) will present Prof.
Bill Jungels talking about his recent trip to
Chiapas Mexico. Downtown United Presbyte
rian Church, 121 North Fitzhugh Street.
Free and open to the public.

Tue., Oct. 16, 7+9pm, Peace Action & Edu
cation (PA&E) presentsArmy of None book

tour on Counter Military Recruitment with David
Solnit, Aimee Allison and David Solnit. School
Without Walls, 480 Broadway, Rochester.

Free and open to the public.

Fri., Oct 19, 749pm, Peace Action & Educa-
tion (PA&E) and Rochester Against War (RAW)
present a talk by Dahr Jamail, independent
journalist covering the Middle East and author
of the book Beyond the Green Zone: Dispat-
ches from an Unembedded Reporter in Occu-
pied Irag. School Without Walls, 480 Broadway,
Rochester. Free and open to the public.

Fri., Nov. 9, 7:30pm, Til O.J. Do Us Part:
Dealing with the Realities of RaceA talk by
Bruce Jacobs, author of Race Manners for the
21st Century: Navigating the Minefield Bet-
ween Black and White Americans in an Age of
Fear. Reception and book signing after the talk.
Fundraiser for Judicial Process Commission.
Downtown United Presbyterian Church,

121 North Fitzhugh Street. Call 325-7727.

Continuing

Weekdays, 8-9pm, Tune in to Democracy
Now! WROC 950AM. (Sponsored by Metro
Justice)

Rochester Labor Film Series featuring,
Which Side are You On?and The Flickering
Flame (Oct. 5), Ken Loach in personCathy
Come Home (Oct. 10), From Wharf Rats to
Lords of the Docks (Oct. 12). And more...
Dryden Theater, George Eastman House,
900 East Avenue. www.rochesterlabor.org.

Every Sunday, noontlpm, Peace Action &
Education (PA&E) holds a weekly antiwar vigil,
at East Avenue and Goodman Street. Plea

se join us in standing against the occupation
of Irag and demanding that U.S. troops return
home now!

First Wed., 7pm, Rochester Committee

on Latin America (ROCLA), Downtown Uni
ted Presbyterian Church, 121 North Fitzhugh
Street.

Get involved with TV Dinner, Metro Justice's
cable access video production team.
Call 325-2560.

Third Mon., 7:15pm, Metro Justice Council
Meeting, 167 Flanders St.. If you would like to
address the Council, please contact Tanya at
tanya_metroj@frontiernet.net or at 325-2560 to
get on the agenda.

Fourth Thurs., 7pm, Ciudad Hermana Task
Force, St. Anne Church, 1600 Mt. Hope Ave.

Change service requested.
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